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Revelation 1

When you hear the words “The Book of Revelation”, what comes to your mind?  [Take answers.]


I think there are a couple of questions that most of us bring to a study of the book of Revelation:  Are a bunch of bad things going to happen in the world in my lifetime, or in my children’s lifetime?  What is the “rapture” and when will it happen?  What is the time of “tribulation”.  Will I go through it?  When will the 2nd coming of Jesus be?  What exactly happens at the Battle of Armageddon?  Why do people call this book “Revelations” when the actual title is “Revelation”?  (That’s the answer to question #1.)

We’re going to try and answer all of these questions in this study.  And are there any of your questions that I’ve missed?  [Take answers]


One warning before we begin:  the book of Revelation will not yield the answers to its’ secrets quickly or easily.  We just need to know that going in.  This takes time and work.  All I ask is that you stick it out ‘til the end of the book.  I did that at my last church, the last time I taught this book, and several people told me at the end, “You know, the only reason I stayed to the end of this study is because you asked us to on the very first night.  And now I’m glad that I did.”

So, are you ready to start?  All right, let’s make an outline first of the book, so we know where we are and where we’re going:
Chaps 1-3     = Jesus’ letters to the 7 churches of Asia

Chaps 4-5     = The scene in heaven

Chaps 6-7     = Opening of the 7 seals

Chaps 8-11   = Sounding of the 7 trumpets

Chaps 12-14 = The Woman, Dragon, two Beasts, conflict on earth

Chaps 15-16 = Pouring out of the 7 plagues

Chaps 17-20 = Woman on the Beast, fall of Babylon, Jesus returns, final 



victory and judgment of the dead

Chaps 21-22 = The new Jerusalem and final words

All right, let’s get into it.  Chapter one, verse 1.

Read 1:1-4

OK.  These verses answer a lot of questions already:


Who wrote this book?  That’s kind of a trick question, isn’t it?  Maybe a better way to ask that is to ask who are the authors of this book?  God, who gave a revelation to Jesus, who gave a revelation to John.


Who was John?  The John who wrote Revelation is the same John who wrote the gospel of John and the three shorter letters of John.  This is John the apostle’s writing!

To whom was Revelation written?  It was written to “the seven church in the province of Asia.”   See the seven churches on the map?


When were the events described in Revelation going to take place?  What do verses 1 and 3 say?  These events will “soon take place . . . because the time is near.”

Now, does anyone have a problem with that answer?  How about this:    
did the events described in Revelation take place “soon” after John wrote about them?  Has the Battle of Armageddon happened?  Not unless we all missed it!  Has the Devil been defeated once and for all?  Has the 2nd coming of Jesus happened?  The rapture?   Again, not unless we missed it!

No.  Much of what was prophesied in Revelation never happened.  But Jesus told John in a vision that the events will “soon take place . . . because the time is near.”  How do you get around that?  Anyone?


I’d rather not offer my solution to that problem yet.  I think that’s part of the work you’re going to have to put into this, to maybe come up with a solution all by yourself.  How can this book be inspired, reliable, scripture if what Jesus told John would “soon take place” never happened?  Hmmm.


Let’s read on.  Verse 4 again.

Read v. 4

Who, or what, are these “seven spirits” that are before God’s throne?  If you’ll skip ahead to chapter 3:1 . . .


Read 3:1


Then skip ahead to chapter 4:5 . . .


Read 4:5


Then skip ahead to chapter 5:6 . . .


Read 5:6


Put all of these verses together, and here’s what we know:  God sends seven spirits from his presence before his throne (which appear like lamps blazing) out onto the earth.  What do they do?  

Let’s go to two places in the Old Testament and see what we find:


Read Isaiah 11:1-3


Now, if you’re counting, only six spirits are mentioned here.  But you get the idea:  the Spirit of the Lord can come upon the earth to give us godly wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, knowledge and the fear of the Lord, and anything else that God wants to give us.


Read Zechariah 4:1-6

This shows us that when God needs us to do something he sends us one, or more, of his seven spirits to empower us, like he empowered Zerubbabel!  How awesome is that?  This is how the Holy Spirit works in us today.  Can you picture the Holy Spirit in the form of seven lamps, blazing before the throne of God in heaven, and swooshing down to earth whenever God knows we need his wisdom, or his power, or his knowledge, or whatever?  It’s an awesome thought!


All of this sprang off of the words here in Revelation 1:4:  “Grace and peace to you . . . from the seven spirits before his throne.”  I wanted to go down this road to encourage you to go to the internet and type in your questions in Google and see what you learn along the way.  It’s an amazing tool to learn more about the scriptures.

John gives some beautiful ways of thinking about Jesus in v. 5.  Let’s read them, starting in verse 4 again.


Read vv. 4-6


You can clearly see the Trinity in these verses:


a.  “him who is, and who was, and who is to come” = ?  God


b.  “the seven spirits before his throne” = ?  The Holy Spirit

c.  “and from Jesus Christ” = Jesus

And John describes Jesus in three ways:


a.  “the faithful witness” – refers to when Jesus came to earth and was a witness to the truths of God, even though it cost him his life.  (The word “witness” here in the Greek is “martus”, from which we get the word “martyr”.)


b.  “the firstborn from the dead” – shows us that Christian martyrs like Jesus (and like many of the people in the seven church of Asia) have a future life beyond the grave.  For just as Jesus came back to life from the dead, so will all who keep and die for the faith.  He’s just the firstborn from the dead, not the last.

c.  “the ruler of the kings of the earth” – shows us that at the end of all history Jesus will be standing alone on the heap of all of the emperors thrones, King of kings and Lord of lords.  (The Roman Caesars used to call themselves this title.  John’s readers would have known that.  Jesus is reminding them that he alone is King.)

[Note to internet readers:  Words in blue are extra information that I did not share with the Bible study group, due to a lack of time.]


One more thing, in verse 6, before we go on.  Sometimes, martyred and persecuted people can begin to think of themselves as totally innocent victims of oppression.  But John does not let his readers slip into that heresy.  Look again at what he reminds them in verse 6:  “To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.”  A Christian admits, even in times of persecution, that they are not perfect.  They are not even “good”.  No one is good.  All of us deserve to be punished for our sinfulness.  This is a healthy way of thinking, a way that results in loving Jesus all the more, for dying in our place and freeing us by his blood!

We read earlier from the prophet Zechariah.  That’s kind of ironic, as John is going to quote Zechariah, in verse 7.  Does your Bible have a footnote attached to verse 7?  If it does, it should read Zechariah 12:10, which is an Old Testament prophesy about the coming of Christ.  But John makes one change in this prophesy.  Whereas the Zechariah prophesy says that the “inhabitants of Jerusalem” will looked upon Jesus, as he was pierced on the cross, John says that “every eye” will see Jesus the next time he comes to earth “coming with the clouds”.  Verse 7.


Read vv. 7-8


What does the phrase “Alpha and Omega” mean to you?  Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  So, in English, it’d be like saying Jesus is the “A to Z”.  In other words, you could use all of the letters of the alphabet to describe God, but all you really need are J-E-S-U-S.  Kind of cool.


In verse 9, John will tell us where he was when he received this revelation from an angel of God.


Read v. 9 

Where was the book of Revelation written?  On the island of Patmos.  See Patmos on the map?  What was John doing there?  He was there “because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”  What’s that mean?  It means he was being punished for preaching the gospel.  He was banished there, for preaching about Jesus.  John the apostle!  The Romans used Patmos as a place to banish troublemakers.


While on the island, John had this vision from Jesus.  He wrote down what he saw in the vision, and we have what he wrote, here in the book of Revelation.  Verse 10.

Read vv. 10-11


We mentioned this earlier, but before you read this tonight, did you know that the book of Revelation was written to seven specific churches, in what was called “Asia” back then?  Today the area is known as the west coast of what called Turkey.  You can take a trip to these places even today, and see where these churches were.


In verse 12, John is going to tell us what he saw.


Read 1:12


I’d like you to draw a picture of what John saw with me on the blank page you were given, as I draw it on this white board.  It’s not that hard. 
   
[Draw the 7 lamp stands first, before the reading.]

Now, I need someone to read verses 12-16 for me, out loud, so everyone can hear it.  And the rest of us can draw what we hear as you read it for us, slowly.


[Draw as vv. 13-16 are read out loud.]


Pretty “cool”, huh?  Drawing it puts you right there with John.  This is what he saw, in this vision on the island of Patmos, when Jesus visited him there.   

Let’s go through some of the images that appeared to John on the island of Patmos:


a.  7 golden lamp stands – we’ll see what they represent in a little bit.

b.  “someone like a son of man” – Old Testament code language that Jesus repeatedly used to refer to himself.  So this was Jesus who was walking among the lamp stands.  What did he look like?


c.  “a robe reaching down to his feet” – this is the robe that all Jewish priests wore (Ex. 28:4), reminding us that as our priest Jesus made the final sacrifice for our sins.


d.  “a golden sash around his chest” – this is the royal symbol of a king (1Macc. 10:89) – reminding us that Jesus is, again, King of kings.


e.  “His head and hear were white like wool” – the same description of God (called “the Ancient of Days”) in Daniel 7:9, reminding us that Jesus and God are one, and that Jesus pre-existed back to the days of the Old Testament.


f.  “his eyes were like blazing fire.  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters” – words that were used to describe the heavenly messenger in the book of Daniel:

“. . . his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like

the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the

sound of a multitude.”

(Daniel 10:6)

g.  Then, in v. 16, one of the coolest images of all:  “In his right hand he held seven stars . . .” – how big do you have to be to hold seven stars in your hand?  Pretty big.  Remember that ever since the beginning of time, men have thought that their destinies were controlled by what?  By the stars!  (People still look at their astrology readings today.)  Jesus is telling us, what?  He’s telling us, “Forget the stars.  I’m bigger than the stars!  I hold the stars like grains of sand in my hand.  They don’t control your destiny.  I control your destiny.” 


h.  “and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword” – the only “weapon” that Jesus has is his words, that which comes out of his mouth.  For those who don’t know him, his words will cut them down.  That’s one edge of his sword.  (This is what Julia Ward Howe was referring to when she wrote the words, “He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword, his truth is marching on.”)  But for those who do know him, Jesus’ words will comfort, love and uphold.  That’s the other edge of his sword.  
What was John’s reaction to this vision of the risen Jesus?  What would yours be?  This vision took John’s legs right out from under him.  Verse 17.

Read v. 17a


And notice what happens next.  Jesus touches John, but with which hand?  His right hand; the same hand that holds the stars touches John to:


a.  Comfort him;


b.  Give him a job to do, and;


c.  Give him a key to understanding all that he’s about to see.


Read vv. 17-18


That’s the comfort that Jesus gives John.  He assures John that he is actually Jesus, once dead, now alive! 
How many of you know that Jesus isn’t dead?  He’s alive, and is at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  And, from time to time, his spirit visits the earth.  And people see him.  I’ve known people who have seen Jesus.  You may have seen Jesus once!  But maybe you’ve been afraid to tell anyone about it.  Don’t be.  It happened to John.  It happened to those two guys on the Emmaus road, after Easter.  And what did Paul write?


Read 1Corinthians 15:3-8


Jesus is alive.  And he can come here and appear to any of us at any time.  I’ve known people to whom he has come.  And it was a great comfort to them, to see the living Jesus!  Have any of you ever seen, or known someone who has seen, a vision of Jesus?  (I love asking that question because you never know to whom Jesus has appeared.)


Verse 19.


Read v. 19

That’s the job that Jesus needs John to do for him, to write what he sees.  If you brought your own Bible with you tonight, (and I hope you did), I’d like you to put a very big star next to verse 19.  We’ll come back to it several weeks from now.  I think v. 19 is an extremely important verse for understanding this whole book.  But we’ll see why, as I said, several weeks from now.  Verse 20

Read v. 20

That’s the key to understanding all that John is about to see:  symbolism.  Jesus makes it clear to John that he should look for the symbolism behind what he sees.  He gets John started by telling him that the seven stars in his hand symbolize, “The angels of the seven churches.”   
Could it be that every Christian church has an angel assigned to it?  That would be pretty neat, wouldn’t it?  Our church has an angel assigned to us.  Why?  What do angels do?  They give messages to humans from God.  I wonder what message our church’s angel is trying to give us these days?  And are we listening?  What do you think?  What message would the angel assigned to our church be trying to tell us today?
What do the seven lamp stands symbolize?  “The seven churches.”  What seven churches?  The seven churches of Asia that Jesus wants John to write letters to.  (We’ll read the letters in chapters 2-3.)
Do you see what we’re doing?  We’re beginning to “crack the code” of the book of Revelation by seeing what objects and events symbolize.  Jesus is going easy on us in the beginning.  He’s actually giving us the answers!
Now, why would Jesus use a lamp stand to symbolize a church?  He could have chosen other objects to symbolize churches:  hospitals, flowers, water.  What is there about a church that is like a lamp stand?  They both give off light, right?  And we churches are to be the “light of the world”, aren’t we?  

How does a church go about being the “light of the world” ?  We’re going to find out Jesus’ answers to that question in chapters 2-3, as Jesus gives his critique of each of the seven churches of Asia.  Jesus has some very practical things he wants to say to the 7 churches of Asia (and to our church) before he gets to the bizarre stuff in this book.  
Now, I want to give you homework, to prepare you for next week’s Bible Study.  Next week we’re going to look at chapters 2-3.  And as you do your daily Bible Study at home this week, I’d like you to read these two chapters, Revelation 2-3.  And I’d like you to answer the questions on this homework page.  Take your time with this.  Don’t try to do it all in one sitting.  Spread it out over the week.

You won’t have to hand this in next week.  No one will know if you do it, or not.  You won’t be graded or tested.  But you will benefit greatly from it.  Any questions?  [Pass out homework.]

