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Revelation 13

Read 13:1-2


This is a description of whom?  It’s a description of he who is known as the “Antichrist”.  The prefix “anti” means “opposed to”, or “the opposite of”.  So this will be the one who is opposed to Jesus, and the opposite of Jesus.

[Here are some other verses that mention the Antichrist:

1. 1 John 2:18
Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.

2. 1 John 2:22
Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the Son.
 

3. 1 John 4:3
. . . but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.


4. 2 John 1:7
I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist.]

Will he look like the beast in this picture?


I don’t think so, for one reason:  who would follow this ugly looking creature?  This description is filled with all of the symbols of a very powerful person:  ten horns (very powerful), seven heads (very intelligent), ten crowns (very politically powerful), appearance of a leopard (very fast), feet like a bear (very dangerous), mouth like a lion (very deadly).   This is why the end of verse 2 says that the Antichrist has the “power . . . throne . . . and great authority” of the Devil.  He will do Satan’s bidding in this world, with great and evil power and authority.  But who will he be?  Some Bible interpreters have made some pretty foolish attempts at identifying who the Antichrist is - especially when they’ve read verse 3.

Read v. 3

About 20-25 years ago, someone came on the world political scene who seemed to fit this description.  Do you remember who he was?

Remember this guy?   Mikhail Gorbachev.  He was the head of Russia during the Reagan and Bush administrations.  And because of his charismatic personality, his astonishing politics, his great following, but mostly because of his huge birthmark on his head (which many saw as the “fatal wound” of verse 3), some authors wrote books claiming that Mikhail Gorbachev was the Antichrist.  I guess they were wrong.

Whoever the Antichrist is, however, I think it’s safe to say that he will be a charismatic political leader, with a great following.  And I think that’s what John means in verse 3 when he writes, “The whole world was astonished and followed the beast”  -  so much so that people will move from merely following him, to worshipping him.  Verse 4.


Read vv. 4-5


How long will the Antichrist be allowed (by God!) to rule over the world?  “Forty-two months” is 3 and ½ years.  God is going to control how long the Antichrist will be in power.  (Even during the reign of the Antichrist, John reminds us that God is in control.)  This will be the final 3 and ½ years before Jesus returns, raptures believers up to heaven, defeats the Devil and his Antichrist, and throws them into hell, in chapters 19-20.  But it will be a torturous 3 and ½ years for any Christians who are alive on the planet at that time.  Verse 6.


Read vv. 6-10


Let me pick up a few things from these verses.  

First, the Antichrist will not pretend to be a Christian believer.  Just the opposite.  He will “blaspheme God” and slander God, heaven and everyone in it.  So, he won’t be a deceiver.  He won’t pretend to be someone that he’s not.  Instead, he’ll be very straightforward in his anti-Christian stance.  (We may think, “Well then how will he get a following, being so anti-Christian?”  Any of us who ask ourselves that question are deeply out of touch with the anti-Christian culture in which most of the world lives.  More and more, even in America, those who take anti-Christian stands are becoming more and more popular.  We no longer live in a Christian nation, let alone a Christian world.)

Second, he will be “be given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them.”  Who are the “saints”?  They are Christians who are on earth during this 3 ½ years.  (This is why I don’t believe the rapture will happen before the tribulation period.  If Christians are raptured before the tribulation then who are the “saints” against which the Antichrist will “make war”?)  Christians will be imprisoned, tortured and killed during this time.  
Some people may ask, “Why won’t God protect them?”  But God will not protect them from the attacks of the Antichrist, anymore than he protects us today against the attacks of criminals.  (Unless you’re the school superintendent of the Bay District Schools, in Panama City, FL.  Wasn’t tht amazing?  Eight feet away and the bullets missed him.)  But the tribulation period will be a horrible time, physically, to be a Christian.  This is the consequence of verse 17, at the end of chapter 12.  Let’s read that verse again.

Read Rev. 12:17

The devil, (the dragon) “went off to make war” against believers.  He will not only make war, but he will win the war.  Verse 7 says that the Antichrist will conquer the Christian community.  In other words, during this time, Christians will have no influence whatsoever over the affairs of this world. 

Third, the Antichrist will unite the world, I believe, into one world government.  I think that’s what the last part of verse 7 means:  “And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.”   I think that’s a description of a one world government, with a one world language.  

Why would people of the world agree to follow this man?  I think for three reasons.  First, he’ll promise the end of war through his one world government and one common language.  Second, under his charismatic leadership, he’ll unite the world behind a common hatred - a hatred against Christians.  Third, many scholars wonder if the “fatal wound” on his head that had been healed is an allusion to a faked resurrection, that will be used to impress the world.  I mean, imagine if a world leader gets shot, or stabbed, in the head and dies.  Then, years later, he comes back to life.  I mean, what non-Christian wouldn’t follow someone like that, and even allow themselves to worship him?  (I wonder if they’d get his resurrection all confused and tangled up with these odd egg-laying Easter bunnies and candy baskets?)

Any questions about this Antichrist?

Next, in verse 11, we’re told about the Antichrist’s “side-kick”, a second “beast”.
Read v. 11

In other words, he’ll be a “dragon in sheep’s clothing”.  He’ll look like a lamb.  But what kind of lamb has two horns?  None.  In other words, he shouldn’t be trusted.  His words will be the words of the Devil, the “dragon”.

Read v. 12

This guy is “The Enforcer”.  He’s going to force those who do not voluntarily worship the resurrected Antichrist (“whose fatal wound has been healed”) to do so, or face the consequences.  And he’ll do fake miracles, to convince people that he’s special.

Read vv. 13-14

There’s another reference to the “wound” of the Antichrist.  Only, in this verse we learn that his wound was caused by a “sword”.  Pretty impressive.  Imagine a world leader who takes a sword to the head, and dies.  Then, he comes back to life.  

This second “beast” orders that an “image in honor of the beast” be “set up”.  Set up where?  Anyone remember?  I think this is the image that will be set up in the rebuilt Jerusalem temple, as Paul described in 2Thessalonians 2:1ff.  Turn there.

Read 2Thess. 2:1-8

That’s the “second coming” of Jesus - after the Tribulation, after the Antichrist appears, and his image is set up in the rebuilt Jerusalem temple.  Jesus will return to gather his people who are still alive after the Tribulation, and to defeat the dragon, the Antichrist, and his side-kick, The Enforcer.

Any questions?

This image of the Antichrist that The Enforcer will set up will seem to come to life, and speak to the world.  Verse 15.

Read v. 15

I didn’t know this.  But in a book written by one of my seminary professors, I read, “We know from certain archaeological findings that priests had various ways of making idols or images talk, breathe fire and smoke, or perform other actions through the use of tubes, pulleys and the like.”  (James Efird, Daniel and Revelation, 1978, pp. 110-111.)
The point is that The Enforcer is also The Deceiver.  He’ll not only force people to worship the Antichrist, but he’ll also deceive people into it.

And one more thing he’ll do - probably the most famous thing of all.  Verse 16.

Read vv. 16-18

Where must the number 666 be written in order for anyone to buy or sell anything?  On your right hand or forehead.  With this move the final piece of the one world government is in place - a one world currency, using the number of the Antichrist as the “PIN” number!

We’re told that this number is “the number of the beast”.  What’s up with that?  Well, 2000 years ago letters were used to both spell words AND to count.  The idea of letter representing numbers is an old one.  For instance, when we’re all in 4th or 5th grade, we have to learn “Roman numerals”.  What are Roman numerals?  They’re letters of the Roman alphabet that have numerical value:

I = 1

V = 5

X = 10

L = 50

C = 100

M = 1000


Well, apparently in the ancient world, every letter had a numerical value.  So, if you added up all of the numbers that a man’s name spelled, then you had not only the letters of his name, but you also had the “number of his name”, as verse 17 says.  Every person who had a name also had a number, just by adding up the numerical equivalents of the letters in their name.


OK.  What is the name of the man with the number 666?  People have been wondering that for 2,000 years.  Less than 100 years after John wrote Revelation, the Christian writer Irenaeus wondered who 666 was.  And people have been guessing ever since.


And here’s a “monkey wrench” to the question, just to confuse things.  The Antichrist’s number may actually be 616, not 666.  You know that we don’t have any of the original Greek books of the New Testament.  What we have are copies of the originals.  And in many of the oldest Greek copies of Revelation they don’t say that the Antichrist’s number is 666.  They say that it is 616.  So, to be safe, whoever’s name you come up with for the identity of the Antichrist needs to fit both 666 and 616.

Most Bible scholars believe with some confidence that they know who John meant 666, (or 616), to be identified with in his day - not in our day, or in our future, but back in John’s day.  If you add up the value of the letters in the Latin name of Emperor Nero (who falsely blamed the Christians for burning Rome, and killed many of them), you get:

N = 50

E = 6

R = 500

O = 60

N = 50
       666    

What about 616?  Well, what happens if you take the last “N” off, so that you just have “Nero”?  What number do you come up with then?  616.  Pretty cool, huh?

Some say, however, that John couldn’t have meant 666, or 616, to represent Emperor Nero because he was dead by the time that John wrote Revelation.  But it was widely rumored and widely believed in John’s day that Nero was going to come back from the dead and take back his Empire.  (William Barclay, The Revelation of John, Vol. 2, 1976, pp. 100-102) 

I believe that John was referring to someone who was to come in OUR future.  Are we anywhere near the time when we need to be concerned with the Antichrist, and the number 666?  I don’t think so, because none of the events that we’ve been reading about in chapters 6-12 have happened yet.  We can’t just skip to the 666 part of the story and forget the other parts.  Yet, I’ve known Christians over the years who will not get credit cards, because they fear that they’re participating in the numbering system of the Antichrist, or of a one world government.  This is silly.  This one world economy, using the number of the beast, doesn’t come until Revelation 13, after the 7 seals and 7 trumpets, etc.   How can you skip 12 chapters and point to something in chapter 13 as happening today?

Who 666, or 616, will be in our future is anyone’s guess.  But the point is this:  by this number, the Antichrist will imitate the “mark” that God put will have already put on believers’ foreheads, and control the world’s commerce.  This will force Christians to either put his mark on their bodies or go hungry.


Which would you do?

