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Revelation 19

This Bible study tonight comes with a warning:  Danger!  Deep and detailed stuff ahead!  Not for the casual Bible student!  Flying fingers for flipping through many different books of the Bible required.
Are you ready for it?

Read vv. 1-8 (asking men and women to read various quotes).


This “wedding of the Lamb” with his “bride” is a new concept in Revelation.  John hasn’t mentioned anything about any “wedding” or “bride” in all of his 19 chapters until now.  So, what’s this all about?


He goes on, in verse 9.


Read v. 9


Question #1 - what is the “wedding supper of the Lamb”?  If the “Lamb” is Jesus, who is the “bride”?


First of all, the wedding supper of the Lamb is the “all you can eat” banquet that Jesus spoke of so much, when he was describing heaven.  Like he said, in Matthew 22:1  -  “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come.”

But, secondly, it is the wedding, or coming together, of Jesus with his church.  A wedding is the bringing together of two people who love each other, with the intent of staying together forever and ever.  So, who’s coming together?  Jesus, the “Lamb”.  And who is Jesus going to marry?  Us, his church.  We, the church, are his bride”.  For 2,000 years Jesus has been waiting up in heaven for his church on earth to come to him.  At last, the wait is over.


This is an idea that God inspired Paul to write about, in Ephesians 5:25-27.


Read Ephesians 5:25-27


So, the idea here is that, at the end of time, and at the end of the book of Revelation, God/Jesus and his disciples, the church, will be united at last.  It will be like a wedding, and like a marriage.


Let’s go on.  Chapter 19, verse 10.


Read v. 10


Worshipping angels was a BIG problem in John’s day.  Question #2 - Why did John want to worship the angel?  
I think this shows us the universal temptation, or confusion, to worship the messenger instead of worshipping the one who sent the message.  John is so overwhelmed with the message he’s receiving from the angel that he tries to worship the messenger, the angel, instead of Jesus, the one who sent the message.  And we humans do this all of the time.  Sometimes we find a minister that we really like and we kind of start to worship him, buying all his books, all his DVD’s, driving two hours just to go hear him.       
What does the Bible call it when we worship anyone, or anything, other than God?  "Idolatry.”  I think John is giving us a warning here.  If he could be confused, and fall into idolatry, so can you and I.  Beware!

OK.  Now we’re ready to get to it.  Verse 11.

Read v. 11

Question #3 - Can heaven be seen physically, with the eyes, “standing open”?  Will the “white horse” that’s described here be seen physically, with the eyes, coming out of heaven?  
What do you think?  


When it comes to interpreting the events of this chapter I think we have three options:


a.  Interpret the events happening on our physical level of reality.


b.  Interpret the events happening symbolically.


c.  Interpret the events happening on the spiritual level of reality, with effects in our physical world.


When we hear of the second coming of Christ, most of us think of Jesus physically coming out of the clouds and physically riding a white horse down to a valley in Israel called Armageddon and physically battling the anti-Christ with his armies and defeating them at some point in time in the future.  Really, this is the only way that we’ve seen wars done – by physical armies, on the ground, battling to the death.

But do you remember what Paul also wrote about where our real battles take place?  In Ephesians 6:11-12 he wrote:

“Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:11-12)


This is where the real battle for people’s souls takes place, on the spiritual level against “the spiritual forces of evil”.   That’s why I believe John is writing about events, here in Rev. 19, that will be taking place on the spiritual level of reality, not the physically.  Now, don’t get me wrong.  I don’t believe that John is merely being symbolic here.  I believe the second coming of Christ is really going to happen.  But I believe it’s going to happen on the spiritual level of existence, the spiritual level where Jesus is right now.  But here’s the confusing part.  These events that will take place in the spirit world will have results that take place in the physical world.  Results like what?  Like the physical death of the beast, his false prophet, and all of the unbelievers left on the planet.  

That’s what I believe, and it’s how I interpret the rest of this chapter.  Of course, you’re free to interpret this chapter any way that you want to, either spiritually, physically, or merely symbolically.  There are good Christians on all sides of the interpretation of this chapter.  To summarize,

I interpret these events as happening on the spiritual level of existence with results that take place in the physical world.

Question #4 - Who is the rider on the white horse?  Who is the conquering hero?  Anyone?  It’s Jesus.  We’re told that in Rev. 17:14.


Read Rev. 17:14


Now read back in chapter 19, verse 16.


Read 19:16


The tattoo on Jesus’ thigh tells us that the guy in chapter 17 is the same guy here on the white horse in chapter 19.  It’s Jesus, the “Lamb of God” (See John 1:35).


And we’re given another description of Jesus, in verse 12.


Read v. 12


Question #5 - What would eyes of blazing fire symbolize, and tell us about the rider?  Anyone?


John gave us the answer, back in chapter 2, verse 18.


Read Rev. 2:18-20 and 23


Eyes “like blazing fire” symbolize that Jesus sees right through us to the truth of who we are.  He knows us.  His eyes search our hearts and minds, and our deeds.  And with his perfect vision into our souls, he judges us “with justice” (as v. 11 says).  In other words, he is totally fair in how he judges us.  He is “Faithful and True” (v. 11).  Verse 13.

Read vv. 13-14


Question #6 - Who are the “armies of heaven”?   And are they coming physically, symbolically or spiritually?  Anyone?


Rev. 17:14 tells us that the “armies of heaven” are all of the Christian believers whose bodies have been killed and whose souls are in heaven.


Read Rev. 17:14


The “armies of heaven” will come with Jesus, on the spiritual level of existence, to defeat the beast, his prophet and all of his followers – even though the beast, his prophet and all of his followers are on the physical level of existence.  But they will not be coming alone.  They will also be coming with the angels.  For look what it says elsewhere in the New Testament:


A.  Read Matthew 13:40-43

                         Matthew 16:26-27


               Matthew 24:30-31


              2Thessalonians 1:6-10  (“with his powerful angels”)


Again, I don’t believe that this will happen on the physical level of existence – like in some valley named Armageddon, in northern Israel.  Instead, I believe this will all take place on the spiritual level, a level not seen with the human eye, but very real none the less.  And it will have consequences in the physical world.  Remember the attacks by the locust-like warriors of chapter 9 (the 5th trumpet)?  Those attacks happened on the spiritual level of existence.  But they had physical consequences - the torturing of people for 5 months.  And remember the four angels who were released at the 6th trumpet - four angels, living on the spiritual level of existence.  But they were able to kill 1/3 of mankind.  What happens on the spiritual level of existence can have consequences in our world, on the physical level of existence.  And I believe that’s what’s happening here when Christ returns in Rev. 19.  Any questions?


Verse 15.  


Read v. 15  (See also 12:5)

Question # 7 - What would the “sharp sword” coming out of Jesus’ mouth tell us about him?  Is it a physical or symbolic sword?

Anyone?


I believe this is a symbolic sword, that tells us Jesus will conquer the Beast, his false prophet and all of the unbelievers with his words.  In other words, don’t picture Jesus waving a physical sword at his enemies here, at the so called “battle” of Armageddon.  This isn’t going to happen on the physical level of existence.  Is that why Jesus isn’t holding the sword in his, what?  It’s not in his hand.  Because it’s not a literal sword.  The sword is symbolic of the sharp words of Jesus.  Jesus is so powerful that his words alone will judge everyone whose sins have not been washed away by his blood.


Turn with me to John 6:63


Read John 6:63-64a and 66-68


I want you to see how strange it is that Peter said, “You have the words of eternal life.”  I mean, why didn’t he say, “You have the blood that leads to eternal life.”  Or, “You have the teachings that lead to eternal life.”  No.  He said, “You have the words of eternal life.”  Peter knew that it was Jesus’ words that mattered.  There’s something about the words of Jesus that we need to understand.


Now, turn to John 12: 47.


Read John 12:47-48


In Revelation 19, we’re reading about “the last day” that Jesus referred to, here in John 12.  It’s a day when Jesus, with eyes “like blazing fire” will look right through us, and judge us with his words.  For unbelievers, it will feel like a “sharp sword” has gone right through them, as their souls are cast into Hades, for the sins they’ve done.


What kind of words did Jesus have?  Can you think of a “word” that Jesus used, that will judge sinners on “the last day”?  How about a word like:  Believe; Love; Repent; Forgive; Help; Tell.


These words are like a two-edged sword, aren’t they?  To those who follow them, and do them, words like Believe, Love, Repent lead to eternal life.  But to those who ignore them these words alone are a “sharp sword” that will cut them down.  Do you see the power of Jesus’ words?   When an unbeliever hears the words of Jesus they know what they should do, how they should live, how they should believe.  They know that Jesus has “the words of eternal life”.  But they ignored his words.  And now those very words themselves will condemn them, cut them down, and cast their souls in Hades.


Turn to Matthew 7:24-27


Read Matthew 7:24-27


Back to Revelation 19, verse 17.  

Read vv. 17-21


Who can tell me what’s missing from the description of this horrible battle?  John has used the word “blood” 19 times before in the book of Revelation.  But notice there’s not a single mention of any blood in John’s description of this battle  Why not?  Because this is not a physical battle.  This is a day of judgment.  On this day Jesus will judge the sinners who remain on the earth, and cast their souls into Hades merely with the “sharp sword” of his words.   Once their souls are removed from their bodies and cast into Hades, their bodies will then fall to the ground, where the vultures will eat them.  This is an example of how Jesus’ judgment on sinners on the spiritual level, will also have a physical effect on them.  With his words finding them guilty, removing their souls, and casting their souls into Hades, their physical bodies will fall down, deflated.  Dead.  Food for the birds.

Question # 8 - Are these birds physical, symbolic or spiritual?  I believe they’re literal vultures, who will literally eat the physical bodies of sinners, whose souls have been removed from their bodies, and cast into Hades.  As Matthew 24:28 says, “Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.”

Question #9 - Who is the Beast?  He’s the antichrist that we saw way back in Revelation 13.  Who are the “kings of the earth and their armies”?  I believe they’re all of the unbelievers left on the planet at this time.  As verse 18 says, they are “the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great.”


Question #10 – Who is the “false prophet”?  He is the second “beast” that was described in chapter 13.  He deceived many with miracles and signs.  He set up an image of the first beast in the temple and forced everyone to worship it.  He put the mark of the first beast on everyone’s right hand or forehead.  He will be, basically, the “PR” man for the first beast.

Question #11 - How stupid are the beast and the false prophet?  They are so stupid that they will believe that they can gather “the kings of the earth and their armies” to fight Jesus on the physical level of existence – not knowing that Jesus doesn’t have to fight them physically.  All he needs is his words.  They alone will judge and condemn sinners on the spiritual level of existence, leaving their bodies to be empty carcasses for the birds to eat.

Question #12 – Where will the beast and false prophet end up?  They will be cast into “the fiery lake”.  What is that?  The English word for it is "Gehenna" (which comes from the Greek Geenna and the Aramaic Gēhannā, equivalent to the Hebrew Ge Hinnom, literally "Valley of Hinnom") and is translated in many English Bibles as “hell”.  “Gehenna” is the place that Jesus spoke about (Matthew 5:22; 7:19; 10:28; 13:49-50; Mark 9:48).  Once you’re in “Gehenna” that’s it for you.  That’s your eternal resting place of no rest.  In Gehenna you are “tormented day and night for ever and ever” ( Rev. 20:10).


Question #13 - Given verse 21, how many unbelievers will be left alive on the planet earth, at this point?  None.  Where did they end up?  Well, their souls are not in Gehenna yet, for God will judge them a second time in chapter 20.  Then their souls will be put in Gehenna.

A part of us is repulsed by this whole image of God judging sinners for all eternity like this.  But we have to remember how many chances (as described here in the last 18 chapters of Revelation) that God will give the world to repent of their sins.  


The second coming of Christ is a world-wide event with bad and good results:  bad for all sinners who never repented of their sins despite repeated warnings; good for all disciples of Christ who will be able to stand firm through the great tribulation period.
