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Chapter 22
Read 22: 1-2
Where was the last time we read in the Bible about a “tree of life”?  It was way back in the first book of the Bible, wasn’t it?  In the book of Genesis we read about a “tree of life” in the Garden of Eden.  Why do you think there’s one here now in the last book of the Bible, in heaven?

To answer that question you have to remember why Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat the fruit of the “tree of life” in the first place.  Let’s look back and see.  Turn to Genesis 3:22-24.  This takes place after Adam and Eve sinned by eating from the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”:

Read Genesis 3:22-24

Why didn’t God want them to eat from the “tree of life”?  Because it would enable them to “live forever”.  (Remember that back in the Old Testament times souls did not live eternally in heaven when their bodies died – not until Jesus came and God made the way for us to live there eternally.)

But notice that here in Revelation 22, in the new “Eden”, the new heaven, we’ll be able to eat fruit from the “tree of life” 12 months out of the year.  In other words, there will be no winter in heaven and we’ll be able to eat from the “tree of life” any time we want to.  Why?  Because eternity is now something that we can have, eternity with God.  And that’s why the “tree of life” is here in the last book of the Bible – NOW its fruit may be eaten by people.  NOW they can live forever.
Notice that the “tree of life” is so AMAZING that eating just its leaves alone (forget its fruit!) will bring “healing” and wholeness.  So, not only will there be no:

- war in heaven (it’s gates are open all of the time), 
- no temple in heaven (for God will be everywhere and there will be no need for separate sacred space), 
- no fighting over gold and wealth in heaven (wealth is so unimportant in heaven that the streets are made of gold), 
- no sun in heaven (for God’s glory will be our light), but there will also be 
- no sickness in heaven (as even the leaves of the “tree of life” will instantly heal whatever becomes sick).
But let’s ask ourselves again what changed from God’s restriction in the book of Genesis to God’s provision in the book of Revelation?  Why will we suddenly be allowed to eat from the “tree of life” that Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat from?  Verse 3.

Read v. 3a

What “curse”?  The curse that Adam and Eve lived under - punishment for sin.  There is no curse or punishment for sin in the new heaven, because there will be no sin.  Therefore, we are free to eat of the fruit of the “tree of life” all we want!

OK.  The rest of verse 3.

Read vv. 3b-4

What always happened throughout the OT whenever anyone saw God?  They died.  (Remember the Philistines who looked into the Ark of the Covenant, and died?)  Yet, the struggle of life is that throughout the OT it is the deepest yearning of man to see God, to see his face:
1 Chronicles 16:11
Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.
2 Chronicles 7:14
If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

Psalm 27:8
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek.

Psalm 105:4
Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.
Hosea 5:15
Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.”
Well, verse 4 is telling us that in the new heaven our communion with God will be so complete that we will finally be able to see God’s face and live!  
Who can think of the beatitude in which Jesus promised us we would be able to do this?
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”
(Matthew 5:8)
Paul also promised us that we would see God’s face in his famous “love chapter”:

“Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.”  (1Cor. 13:12)
Imagine being able to see the face of God!!!   To me, this is what “heaven” really is.  Yes, I want to meet Abraham Lincoln in heaven.  Yes, I want to be able to hit a golf ball 400 yards, right down the middle in heaven.  Yes, I want to talk with my grandparents in heaven.  But will I want to do any of those things, once I see God face to face?  What experience could ever compare to seeing God “face to face”?  Can you imagine anything better?  Can you imagine anything else you’ll want to do, once you get to heaven?

Our NIV translation says at the end of verse 3, “. . . and his servants will serve him.  They will see his face . . .” (Rev. 22:3-4)
I believe that our translators could have used a better word than “serve” there.  A better word would have been “worship”, as in “and his servants will worship him.  They will see his face . . .”

Other translations use that word:

The Message:   “His servants will offer God service—worshiping, they'll look on his face . . .”
The Contemporary English Version:  “He and the Lamb will be seated there on their thrones, and its people will worship God and will see him face to face.”
The New Century Version:  “God's servants will worship him.  They will see his face . . .”
Would you draw a line out from the word “serve” in our translation, here in verse 3, and put the word “worship” in the margin?  Why am I making such a big deal of this?  Because heaven IS worship.  It is being in direct contact with God, seeing his face and worshipping his holiness.  THAT’S what heaven is, Charlie Brown.

Do you have any thoughts on this?

God’s presence and God’s radiant light is so overwhelming in heaven that John felt the need to repeat what he told us in the last chapter, that there will be no sun in heaven, and no darkness at all.  Verse 5.

Read vv. 5-9

Does this sound familiar?  We’ve seen this “angel worship” temptation before.  John made the same mistake back in chapter 19, verse 10.  Angel worship must have been a huge temptation back in John’s day, for him to mention it twice in four chapters.  Verse 10.


Read vv. 10-11


That’s a strange verse, verse 11, isn’t it?  What do you think it means?

a.  It may mean that some people have moved so far away from God that it’s impossible for them to change their ways.  They’re too far gone.  Not that God has given up on them, but they’ve given up on God.  So, they might as well “eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow you die.”  Some people just will never yield their heart to Christ.  As Paul wrote in Romans 1:24 - “Therefore, God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts.”
b.  It may be reminding us that who we are and how we live is our choice.  It’s up to us.  God will never force himself on anyone.  Every person is, therefore, writing their own destiny.  (Barclay, p. 225)  So, go ahead and live the way you choose to live.  God won’t force you to live a holy life. 

Verse 12.

Read  vv. 12-13
Do you remember how the book of Revelation began, with Jesus’ letters to the 7 churches?  Do you remember how many times Jesus told the churches, “I know your deeds.”?  How many times?  Let’s go back and number each time Jesus mentioned “deeds” to these 7 churches:

2:2

2:19

2:23

3:1

3:2

3:8

3:15  =  7 times!


Jesus didn’t tell the church in Ephesus, “I know your faith.”  Yes, it’s faith alone that enables us to become a Christian.   Faith comes first.  But unless we’re the thief on the cross, faith doesn’t come last.  We have potentially decades to go before we see the result of our faith, eternal life in heaven.  So Jesus wasn’t looking for faith in the 7 churches.  They already had faith.  Jesus was looking for what Richard Stearns calls “the hole in our gospel”.  What is the hole in the gospel?  It’s this – the good works that come AFTER we have faith in Jesus.  John Wesley put it another way.  John Wesley told his Methodists, “If your heart is warm, [if you have faith], give me your hand [let’s do good works together].”  He meant that if we have faith in our heart that warms us and makes us feel good, that’s great but it’s not enough.  Being saved is not enough, or God would take us to heaven the instant we have a saving faith in Christ.  John Wesley said faith is merely the “front porch” of religion.  But there’s a whole “house” we need to go through before we get to heaven, and that “house” is the good works that God wants us to do for him.

So Jesus told the 7 churches:  “I know your deeds.”  In fact, the word “believe” as a verb never appears in the entire book of Revelation!  The point is pretty clear:  Jesus is looking for both, faith and deeds from his churches – from us.

What deeds will you show Jesus when you see him in heaven?
What deeds will our church show Jesus when we see him in heaven?

I want to invite you to meditate on those two questions for a few minutes, and write down your answers.

[Do this.]

What did you realize as you meditated on these two questions?

Read v. 14

There’s mention of the “tree of life” again, the symbol of eternity in heaven.  Who can eat of this tree?  Those whose robes are washed.  But how do we have our robes washed?  By our good deeds?  You might think so, given our last discussion.  But we always need to keep the equation correct.  Our good works do not wash away our sins.  Only the blood of Christ does that, for those who have the faith that Jesus died in our place on the cross.  (Please write each word of that.)

THEN, after we have faith, after we’ve had our robes washed,                          THEN while we’re still here on earth, THEN we are to do good works.  

But don’t ever get it the other way around.  Non-Christians who are good people and who do a zillion good works a day still have no one and still have no way to “wash their robes” and get their sins out.  They are gret people.  They would do anything for you.  We could learn a lot from them about how to live a loving life.  But because they are human they still sin.  So, sadly, they are still living in their sins, like someone who lives in dirty clothes.  Good deeds do not wash away our sins.
I’m stressing this because I meet a lot of Christians who don’t get this.  I see them at funerals of non-Christians and they say things like, “I’m sure they’re in heaven because they were such a good person.  They would do anything for you.”

Verse 15 talks about dogs.  Why?  Because in John’s day dogs were a symbol of all that is dirty and unclean.  (There weren’t too many Westminster Kennel Dog Shows 2,000 years ago on the USA network.)  Dogs were mostly wild, mangy, scavengers who roamed around in packs, eating whatever they could find.  So it was only natural for sinners who have not had their robes washed clean of sin to be compared to dogs.
Read vv. 15-16

What is the “Root” that Jesus is talking about?  It’s a code word for anyone who claimed to be the Messiah.  The Messiah was supposed to be a descendent of Jesse, the father of David.  He was supposed to come from the “root of Jesse” (see Isaiah 11:10 and Romans 15:12).  Both Matthew’s (1:6) and Luke’s (3:32) genealogies of Jesus’ family tree shows that Jesus fulfilled this requirement.
What is the “bright Morning Star”?  Well, literally, a “morning star” is a very bright star in the eastern sky, early in the morning, that appears right before the rising of the Sun.  But Jesus doesn’t call himself merely the “morning star”.  He calls himself the “bright Morning Star”, which is a synonym for the Sun – bigger and brighter than any other star in the sky.
Read v. 17
Who are they saying “Come!” to?  To Jesus, inviting him to come to our world and usher in his kingdom.

Read vv. 18-21

Let’s deal with this word “soon”.  We’ve seen it four times now in this last chapter:

Re-read v. 6, v. 7, v. 12 and v. 20.


We have a problem with this word, don’t we?  Did the events described in Revelation take place “soon” after John wrote about them?  Has the Battle of Armageddon happened?  Not unless we all missed it!  Has the Devil been defeated once and for all?  Has the 2nd coming of Jesus happened?  The rapture?   Again, not unless we missed it!


No.  Much of what was prophesied in Revelation never happened.  But Jesus told John in a vision that the events will “soon take place . . . because the time is near.”  How can the book of Revelation be inspired, reliable, scripture if what Jesus told John would “soon take place” never happened?  How do we understand that?  Anyone?


The answers to this question have usually been variations of these options:


A.  The predicted timing of the events describes in Revelation was wrong, but the events will still happen some time in our future.


B.  The whole book of Revelation is wrong and should be omitted from our Bible.  (Martin Luther felt this way.  The book of Revelation was admitted into the New Testament canon in 397 AD at the Council of Carthage, but many leaders of the church since then have had problems with it.


C.  The whole book of Revelation was written in code language to describe events that would take place in (or soon after) John’s lifetime, and does not describe events in our future.  This is called the “Preterist” viewpoint.


D.  The whole book of Revelation is not describing events that will take place in a specific time period but is describing principles and ideals that are true in all time periods.  This is called the “Idealist” viewpoint.

E.  The word “soon” is not being properly translated.  In the Greek (that the book of Revelation was written in) our English word “soon” is "en tachei" which may better be translated into English “with speed”.  Jesus’ point isn’t, then, that he will come in a few days but that when he comes all of the events described here will happen quickly, not over a long period of time.    

F.  To Jesus, “soon” does not mean what we mean by the word “soon”.  When your perspective is eternity, “soon” can mean 10,000 years – only God knows.  This is the part of the “Futurist” viewpoint. 


Tied in with this view is the view that the letters to the 7 churches were meant for them.  (Though we today can learn what it means to be a church by reading those letters.)  But all of the events from Revelation 6 and following will happen in our future, whenever God decides to do them.  

In my mind, this last option is the only way to look at this word “soon”.  It both explains why 2,000 years have gone by since Jesus said it and how it could even be possible that the events described here could take place sometime in our future, either near or distant.

I think this is what Peter meant in his 2nd letter.  Will you turn to 2Peter 3:1.


Read 2Peter 3:1-15


[Break up into small groups (if there’s time) to go over these.]
Key Points:


v. 4 – asking the same question we’re asking


v. 5 – God’s word alone created all that exists and 


v. 7 – God’s word alone can destroy them all (a.k.a. – it’s not big

                                                                                    deal for God to do)


v. 8 – a “day” to us doesn’t necessarily mean the same thing to God




(Peter got this idea from Psalm 90:4.)


v. 9 – the way that we “understand slowness” isn’t the way that




God understands slowness.


       - the reason that Christ hasn’t returned is that God is “not 





wanting anyone to perish”

v. 10 – the end WILL COME!


v. 11 – because the end will come “you ought to live holy and





godly lives” 
The apostle Paul clearly laid out that certain things have to take place before Revelation 19-22 happens.  Turn to 2Thessalonians 2:1.

Read 2Thessalonians 2:1-8

In an amazing book that I’ve been reading this week called God’s Funeral A.N. Wilson explains how so many people in Europe lost their faith in God in the 1800’s, resulting in the empty churches all across Europe today.  The result, he says, was a feeling of suicidal melancholy based on “the belief that the universe is godless and without purpose.” (p. 11)  

The book of Revelation, no matter how you interpret it, wants us to know that God is real and that he has a purpose for our existence.  That purpose?  Eternal life with him in the new heaven.
You have just completed what is pretty close to a seminary level, (at the very least a college level) course in the book of Revelation – minus quizzes, exams and papers.

Congratulations!

