PAGE  
7

Revelation 6

In Revelation 6, Jesus, the Lamb of God, is about to open the scroll that reveals the future, the scroll with seven seals.  He will open the seven seals one seal at a time.  We need to picture each seal as a wave in time, in the future.  Each seal is a symbol of different ways that God is going to bring judgment upon sinners.  Unlike the first 5 chapters of Revelation, (which was edifying and enjoyable to read), from here on out this isn’t much “fun” in the book of Revelation.


Read 6:1-2
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What do you make of that?  Who is the rider on this white horse?  Many over the centuries thought that it was Jesus, riding in victory on a white horse, like he will in Revelation 19.  In fact, up until the 1400’s that was the predominant interpretation, that the rider on this white horse is the same person riding a white horse in chapter 19 – Jesus.  But that would be a wrong interpretation.  Jesus will come later on in history, and riding a white horse, in chapter 19.  But these four horses we’re about to read about don’t bring anything good with them.  Instead, they are allowed by God to bring evil on the earth.  It really wasn’t until the woodcutter Albrecht Durer made this woodcut in 1498 that people saw this first rider for what he was – one bad guy with three other bad guys.  


But why are they coming to the earth?  Why is God going to allow all of the evil events that are described in Revelation to happen, beginning with these four horsemen?  God allows them to happen because these evil events are God’s way to bring judgment upon sinners.  This is really important for us to see.  God isn’t powerless to stop these events from happening.  God, in fact, causes these events to happen.  He uses them as a way to bring his judgment on sinners.

Most interpreters today understand the rider on this white horse to be someone who only appears to be Jesus - namely, the Antichrist.  We’ll read more about him later in the book of Revelation.   But, for now, what do we learn about the Antichrist in Rev. 2:1-2?  We learn:


A.  The antichrist will come to the earth at God’s bidding.  Notice who invites the Antichrist to “Come!”  One of the four living creatures.  In fact, look at who says, “Come!” in all of the first four paragraphs of chapter 6.  Underline the words “living creature” in verses 1, 3, 5, and 7.  We need to understand this major point of the book of Revelation.  All that will happen in our future is going to happen because God will allow them to happen.  Who is in control of our future - the future of the world?  God is in control.  He’s the one that says, “Come!” and BAMN! these four horse riders “come” upon the earth.  Even the Antichrist comes only because God allows him to come to “do his Antichrist thing” on the earth.  Why?  What’s the point?   It’s this.  God is in control.  It’s all a part of God’s great plan.  So it’s all going to be OK.


B.  The Antichrist will appear to be a “good guy”, riding a white horse.  In other words, the Antichrist won’t show his true colors right away.  That’s one way he’ll lead many astray.  He’ll appear to be a good person at first glance.

C.  The Antichrist will be a military leader.  What symbol of his military power is he holding?  The “bow”.  In the Bible, bows are a symbol of military power.


D.  The Antichrist will have military victories.  How do we know that?  What’s he wearing on his head?  The victor’s crown.  So, he’ll be a successful military leader – another reason why many will be led astray.  Everyone follows a successful war general!  Just ask George Washington or Dwight Eisenhower. 

E.  The Antichrist will be motivated by one thing:  conquest.  He’s “bent on conquest”.  In other words, the Antichrist will not have the welfare of the people on his mind.  He will only have power and conquest on his mind.  The wise and discerning will see this, and not follow him.


Any questions?


Many times today we hear people identify certain bad guys in the world as the Antichrist.  (And over the last 2,000 years many men have been given that label, such as Adolph Hitler and even Henry Kissinger.)  But unless a person has these last four characteristics, they don’t qualify as the Antichrist.  Now you know.


Next comes the second horse.


Read vv. 3-4


The second form of God’s judgment upon sinners is a time of war. But this won’t be a time of just wars, where good is conquering evil.  This will be a time of stupid wars, fighting for fighting’s sake, for no just cause at all, where the only result is “men slay each other”.  And everyone will be victims of these wars - the old and young, men and women, those with weapons those without.  It won’t be a good time to be alive.


Then, the third horse.


Read vv. 5-6


What do you make of this?  What form does this third wave of God’s judgment upon sinners take?  Famine.  That’s what the scales are all about.  They’re not the scales of justice.  Instead, they represent a time in the future when all food will only be sold by weights and measures.  And how much will it cost you to buy just a quart of wheat?  An entire day’s wages!  How much of barley wheat will you be able to buy for the same price?  Three quarts.  Why so much?  Because barley wheat is inferior (and therefore cheaper) than regular wheat. Imagine, for instance, a loaf of bread costing whatever you’re paid for working 8 hours.  Who will be able to afford the price of food?  Very few.  Only the rich will survive, and their friends.  So, many will die because they can’t afford to buy food.  And that’s why this will be a time of famine on the earth.  


Then, the fourth horse.


Read vv. 7-8


Yuck!  The rider of the fourth horse is Death himself - using all other means possible to kill people on earth.  How many people will die from this fourth rider?  “Over a fourth of the earth.”  Why only a fourth?  Why won’t God judge all of the earth and let them all die?  Because God wants to give people the chance to repent and come to him.  Skip ahead to chapter 9, verse 20.  In these verses we’ll see God’s motivation for allowing these evils to occur.

Read 9:20-21


God uses these horrible events on the planet to judge people for their sins.  But his ultimate hope is that mankind will see what’s going on and repent of their sins and start walking in his ways again.  You’ll remember that that was God’s purpose for letting Jerusalem be destroyed back in the Old Testament, and letting Israel to be dragged off to slavery in Babylon, during the time of Jeremiah.  God punishes only when he has to, with the hope of inspiring sinners to repent.

So, only “over a fourth of the earth” will be allowed to be killed by the fourth horseman in the future.  Still, think of how many people that will be.  Right now there are about 7 billion people on the planet.  What’s 1/4th of 7 billion?  It’s 1.75 billion people who will die from this first wave of God’s judgment.  But won’t it be limited to just one place on the planet - like way over in Africa?  I don’t think that would be very effective, do you?  I’m guessing that more than one in four people, in every family, all over the earth will die.  People we know - family and friends.  Not just impersonal images of strangers on a television screen.  America has 310 million people living in it today.  One fourth of 310 million is 775,000 people.  Think that will make CNN?

Does anyone know what these four riders have been called, down through history?  They’re called the “Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse”.  And  Pat Marvenko Smith has made a pretty cool picture of them.  Here it is.
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[Show picture.]


What do you see?  

A.  The pretty-boy, smiling, Antichrist, with his bow, on the white horse.

B.  The knight-looking warrior, with his sword, on the red horse.

C.  The thin, hungry-looking, guy with the scales on the black horse.

D.  The skeleton on the pale horse, with the flames of Hades close behind.


(By the way, the link to Pat’s website is:  www.revelationillustrated.com)


Now, that’s only four seals.  There’s three more seals, or waves of God’s judgment, to go.  Any questions?  OK.  We can read about the 5th seal in verse 9.


Read v. 9


Why would the souls of the martyrs be there, “under the altar” in heaven?  I like how William Barclay explains this.  He reminds us that in the Old Testament, when the priest sacrificed animals, they were to sprinkle some of the animal’s blood inside the tabernacle, or temple, then rub some of it on the horns of the altar, then pour the rest of the blood “at the base of the altar of burnt offering, at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.” (Lev. 4:7)  Barclay writes, “This gives us the meaning of our passage here.  The souls of the martyrs are beneath the altar.  That is to say, their life-blood has been poured out as an offering to God.”  (The Revelation of John, p. 11.)  This gives meaning to the lives of all Christian martyrs, and meaning to their deaths, as their blood is “sanctified on the heavenly altar”. (M. Eugene Boring, New Testament Commentary, p. 784)

Notice what the martyrs in heaven will be asking for, in verse 10.


Read vv. 10-11


God is in the middle of bringing judgment upon sinners, and the souls of the martyrs cry out for him to hurry up with it!  Does their desire for revenge surprise you?  Or IS it a desire for revenge?  Could it be that they are merely hoping that God would speed up the time when the persecution of Christians on the earth will be done and over with?

How does God answer their request?  Does he hurry up like they want him to?  No.  He tells them to “wait a little longer”.  Wait for what?  If I could re-word the end of verse 11, I’d say that they’re told to wait until God’s perfect timing is complete.  We can’t rush God.  God is in control of history.  And God is trying to bring as many people “on board” the gospel train as possible, before he pulls out of the station, and shuts the door forever.  


Notice, though, that leaving more time for more new believers to come “on board” also means leaving more time for believers to be persecuted for their faith.  More “fellow servants and brothers” are going to be killed for the faith in the future.  There’s no way around that.  This is one of the places where any reader of Revelation has a choice to make.  You know what the “rapture” is, right?  It’s when God will suddenly remove Christians from the earth and take them directly to heaven.  When will the rapture be?  Well, many good Christians believe that the rapture is going happen before Christians are persecuted on the earth.  They are what’s called pre-tribulationists.  But verses like this make me conclude that they are wrong.  There is no such thing as a “pre-tribulation rapture” of the church.  I believe that Christians will go through the tribulation, “until the number of
 . . . servants and brothers who were to be killed . . . was completed.”  I believe in the rapture.  I just believe it’s going to happen after the tribulation that is coming on the earth.  That makes me a post-tribulationist.

The sixth seal that’s about to be opened is God’s judgment upon sin shown in the deterioration of the physical world.  Verse 12.


Read vv. 12-14


We need to know that, in the end, the universe (including planet earth), will be no more.  This universe will cease to exist on the physical level of reality.  This is what Jesus meant when he said, “heaven and earth will pass away” (Matthew 24:35).  We’re seeing the beginning of that collapse in these verses, and will see much more of it in the chapters to come.  

As the world disintegrates, God uses the disintegration to bring judgment upon sinners.  And look who’s going to be affected by it - everyone, from kings to slaves will be forced to hide themselves in caves.  One scholar I read wrote this:  “Revelation . . . is not merely a document advocating the rights of the poor against the rich and the slaves against their masters.  Both rich and poor, both slave and free, tremble before God’s coming judgment, which is universal.”  (M. Eugene Boring, New Testament Commentary, p. 785)  In other words, God’s enemy is sin, not the rich; and sin is found at all economic levels.

Verse 15.


Read vv. 15-17


As the mountains and rocks are falling down all around them, (from the earthquake described in verse 12), why will the people ask the mountains and rocks to fall on them?  Because they know they are sinners.  And they want the rocks to cover them so that they can hide their sins from God, to avoid punishment.  

Does their trying to hide their sinfulness from God remind you of two other people way back in the first book of the Old Testament?  How about Adam and Eve, who tried to hide from God not in the rocks, but “among the trees of the garden”?  (Genesis 3:8)  It’s only natural, when we feel guilty because of our sin, to try and “hide” from God.  

How do you and I hide from God today?   We stop praying.  We stop reading our Bible.  We stop coming to worship, or to Bible Study.  Instead of repenting, we too try to hide from God.

What is the better way to deal with our guilt?  Come out in the open with God.  Be honest with God.  Be truthful with God.  Repent of our sin.  Ask God’s forgiveness, and it will be given.  Remember 1John 1:9 - “If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Confessing our sins requires us to be honest and truthful about our sins. Jesus told the sinful woman at the well, “God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

So, we need to do that.  We need not to hide from God like scared, guilty, children, calling out to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of God.”  We need to humbly come to God in truth and say, “I am a sinner.  Please forgive me, through the blood of the Lamb.  Give me grace, I pray, to live a holy life.”


Can we do that right now?  If you’ll turn to the song that you were given when you came in, “Here Is My Heart”.  Let’s use this song to get ready to be honest with God, and confess to him our sins afterwards.
[Play “Here Is My Heart”]

OK.  Now, if you’ll turn to the top of p. 8 in our hymnal.   Let’s say this prayer out loud together.  Are you ready to confess your sins to God?


[Pray prayer of confession.]

