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Revelation 8

It’s time to open the last and 7th seal and see how the world is going to end.  But when it’s opened, there’s a surprise inside.


Read 8:1


“Silence in heaven.”  Now, there’s something different.  What kind of noise has there been in heaven this whole time, since chapter 4?  Look again at chapter 4, verse 8.  What’s it say?


Read 4:8


“They never stop saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy.’”  Heaven is a 24/7 song of praise to God!  Except when?  Except here, in chapter 8, verse 1.  For about half an hour there’s absolute silence in heaven.  Why?  We don’t know for sure.  Maybe because the four living creatures are in awe and shock when they see what’s behind the 7th seal.  In sadness for what is going to be happening to the world, singing Hallelujahs must seem out of place.  Only reverent silence is appropriate, like the silence at a funeral.  Verse 2.

Read v. 2a

This is a part of the scene in heaven that we weren’t told about back in chapter 4, that there are 7 angels who stand before God who is on his throne.  Pretty cool.


Read all of v. 2


What 7th world-wide calamity does the 7th seal reveal?  This is the surprise behind the 7th seal.  The 7th seal reveals not another calamity coming upon the earth, but 7 trumpets.  And each will blow one of the trumpets, bringing increasingly more devastating destruction upon the earth.  Verse 3.

Read vv. 3-4

Anyone have any clue as to what’s going on here?  A “censer” is a container that holds hot coals.  In Christian worship incense is put on top of the hot coals and the sweet smelling smoke from the burning incense rises up to the ceiling.  (If not causing those who allergies to incense and smoke to cough and gag.)  Only, the book of Revelation lets us know that, symbolically, the prayers of the worshippers are just like that incense smoke, as our prayers rise up to God.  We understand this.  What we may not understand, however, is that whenever we pray in the Lord’s Prayer “thy kingdom come” we’re asking God to bring about the events that we’re reading about now in the book of Revelation.  And those prayers are heard by God!  Verse 4, along with what we read about this back in chapter 5, verse 8, gives us a visible image to keep in mind when we pray, that our prayers rise up to God in heaven like smoke rising up from a censer.  But here’s something new.  Verse 5.


Read v. 5


Why does the angel hurl the censer down to earth?  Here’s what I think.  Do you remember the verse in Romans that says, “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” (Romans 12:20).  The background to this verse is the Egyptian practice of carrying a pan of burning charcoal in a container on your head as a way to let everyone know that you are repenting of your sin.  The idea in Romans 12 is that in being kind to our enemies then they will be moved in their hearts to repent of their sins and become our friends.


Could it be that this angel hurls burning coals upon the earth as a symbolic way to call the earth to mass repentance?  (It has to symbolize something.  I don’t think we want to imagine an actual burning censer literally flying down to earth from outer space!).  Whatever it stands for, once this censer is hurled upon the earth, 7 trumpets begin to sound, blown by 7 angels.  The severity of what God is about to do to sinners on earth to encourage people to repent, and to the earth itself, is seen in the “thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake.”   This 7th seal must really be something bad.  Let’s see.


Read vv. 6-7


The 7th seal has 7 trumpets in it – 7 signs of more bad things to come.  Each trumpet is a different form of punishment from God on sinners.
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Who blows the 7 trumpets?  7 angels do.   This is a fairly common icon in our American culture, angels blowing horns - even teddy bear angels like this one blowing horns.  And we especially see a lot of angels blowing horns in America at Christmas time.  See the angel stamp that says, “Christmas” on it?  Why do we portray angels blowing horns at Christmas?  Nowhere in the gospels, or in the Bible, do angels blow horns at Christmas.  Instead, when angels blow horns in the Bible, the horns are actually trumpets and they herald the end of the world, here in the book of Revelation.  Go tell that to your local Hallmark store clerk this Christmas.  (An archangel will also blow a trumpet to begin the rapture – 1Thess. 4:16-17.)

After the sounding of the first trumpet, God will send “hail and fire mixed with blood” upon the earth, resulting in 1/3 of the earth, trees and grass being burned up.  Remember, eventually the whole of planet earth will be destroyed.  For now, only 1/3 of it will be burned up.  Verse 8.

Read vv. 8-9


A second angel blows a second trumpet signaling “something like a huge mountain” being thrown into the sea.  What is this “huge mountain”?  Probably a meteorite.  A huge meteorite will hit the earth, resulting in 1/3 of the sea life and the shipping activity there being destroyed, so much so that “the sea turned into blood”.  Can you imagine the stories on CNN when this occurs?  Verse 10.

Read vv. 10-11


The key word with this third trumpet seems to be “bitter”.  And, indeed, that’s what the word “Wormwood” means.  (See the footnote to it at the bottom of the page?)  Wormwood is a plant that has a real bitter juice in it that is used to flavor certain wines, and to make medicine.  My guess is that this third trumpet brings another meteorite that hits the major source of fresh water supply on the earth, turning 1/3 of the fresh water bitter.  If you drink it, you die.  (It’s interesting that the word “disaster” comes from the Greek word “astron” which means “star”.  Disaster is when your star has stopped rising and, instead, has fallen on you.)  Verse 12.

Read v. 12


Now, I have no earthly idea how God will strike “a third of the sun . . a third of the moon” etc..  This is all symbolic language, signifying great changes in the heavenly bodies - the kind of changes in the heavens that Jesus warned about.  Will you turn to Luke 21:25.


Read Luke 21:25-28


[Parallels between these world events and those in the ten plagues that God sent upon the Egyptians are obvious:  hail and fire (8:7), water becoming blood (8:8-9), and darkness (8:12).]

Back to Rev. 8, verse 13.


Read v. 13


Can you picture an eagle flying all over the globe, warning people that, as bad as things have been lately, they’re going to be even worse in the near future?   The next three trumpets will bring even worse disaster than the first four.  This will not be a good time to be living on the earth.


This eagle brings the famous “three woes” of the book of Revelation.  In the Bible, the word “woe” is always used as a pronouncement of God’s coming judgment on sinners.  Do you see the three woes in verse 13, each with a capital letter?  Next to the first one write “9:12”.  Next to the second woe, write “11:14a”.  Next to the third woe, write “11:14b”.


We’ll look at them next week.
