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Revelation 9-11

We ended last time at 8:13 and the eagle flying over the earth calling out, “Woe!  Woe!  Woe!”  Well, 9:12 tells us that what we’re about to read in 9:1-11 is the first “Woe!”

Read 9:1-6
Who, or what, is the “star” that was given the “key to the shaft of the Abyss”.  Over the centuries different commentators have said that the star was an angel of God, an angel of Satan, Satan himself or Jesus himself.  I think the star is an angel of God who is doing God’s will by opening the door of the Abyss, so that whatever is inside may be released to attack sinners upon the earth.  You may have another interpretation, and that’s okay.


This “star” is given “the key to the shaft of the Abyss”.  What is this “abyss”?  (It’s called “the bottomless pit” in the King James Version.  I like that.)  Let’s turn to two other places in the New Testament, and find out.  In your Bible, next to verses 1-3 write, “2Peter 2:4” and “Jude 6”.   Let’s read these very strange verses.

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell (Tartarus in the Greek) putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment.” (2Peter 2:4)
“And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home – these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlastings chains for judgment on the great Day.” (Jude 6)


Apparently, there once was a group of angels who sinned.  And God punished them by confining them to “gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment . . . in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.”  This is the same place that Satan will be held for 1,000 years, before finally being cast into the “lake of fire” in chapter 20.  (I guess even angels have free will, and can go against God’s will.)  But, before they will be judged on the great Day of Judgment, God will allow them to be released from their holding pen, called the “Abyss”, to torture unbelievers on the earth.  [Over the centuries these “locusts” have been interpreted to refer to heretics, Muslims, Turks, Saracens, Jesuits, monks and even Protestants!]

Now, we need to make a decision.  Either these fallen angels will be released from the Abyss literally in our world, to torture sinners for five months.  Or it’s all symbolic of something else – something that either has already happened (note the past tense language), or will happen in our future.  Or John is describing a spiritual reality in these verses, that these fallen angels will be released from the Abyss on the spiritual level of reality.  I’m choosing the first option, that these fallen angels will torture sinners on earth for five months.  (Why the past tense language then?  John is writing as if he’s seen all of these events happen before his eyes.  So by the time he wrote down the words the events are, in his mind, in the past.)

Why would God do all of this?  Again, God is doing all of this for one reason:  to get sinners to repent.  Isn’t that why these fallen angels will only be given permission to harm sinners for “five months”?  After five months they’ll be given the chance to turn back to God.  

Verse 4, however, reminds us that these angels are not literal locusts.


Re-read v. 4


The way we know these aren’t literal locusts because they don’t do all that real locusts do.  Real locusts eat grass, plants and trees.  But not these “locusts”.  No, these guys only look like locusts.  Yuck.


But, they don’t have permission to harm any Christian believer, who has the seal of God on their forehead.  That’s one thing we need to remember, as we make our way through Revelation. In the Tribulation period, only non-Christians will hurt Christians, making them “martyrs”.  But none of the hurt that God will cause in this time period will hurt any of his believers.

Verse 7 begins a description of these fallen angels – though I think this description is all on the spiritual level.  Why do I say that?  Go through verses 7-10 and see how many times the word “like” appears.


[Give time to do it.]


How many times did you find the word “like”?  Seven times!  It’s kind of obvious that John isn’t meaning for us to take these descriptions literally.  Let’s read verse 7

Read vv. 7-11


The footnote at the bottom of the page tells you that the word “Apollyon” in the Greek means “destruction”.  


Read v. 12.


The “first woe” that the eagle warned about was the releasing of these  “locusts” that will torture unbelievers for five months.  That’s also the fifth trumpet.  Verse 13 contains the sixth trumpet, which is the second woe.


Read v. 13a


We keep getting more and more details about what heaven looks like, beyond what we were told in chapter 4.  Now we’re told that there is a gold altar in heaven, before the throne of God – a heavenly parallel to the altar of incense in the temple in Jerusalem.  Cool.


Read vv. 13-16


Woe.  These are, again, bad, fallen, angels.  (They’re not the same four angels who were at the four corners of the earth, in 7:1)  We know that because verse 13 tells us that they have been “bound” up at the Euphrates River.  God doesn’t bind up good angels.  They will lead an army of two hundred million “mounted troops”.  They are, again, operating on the spiritual level of existence, with power to have an affect on mankind physically.  For they will kill 1/3 of the world – all of them being unbelievers.  (Again, events that God puts into affect do not hurt Christians.)

Back in 6:8 the fourth horseman killed ¼ of the earth.  If you do the math, you’ll discover that killing ¼ of a group, then killing 1/3 of that remaining group, leaves you with only 50% of the unbelievers that were alive at the opening of the first seal still being alive after this sixth trumpet.  How sad.  There are 7 billion people on earth today.  If all of this were to happen today that’d be 3.5 billion people killed by the Lord.  (All of them being non-Christians.)  Now, I think, we understand why there was “Silence in heaven”, back in 8:1.

Little by little, God is eliminating unbelievers from the earth, giving those who remain the chance to repent and get the seal of God on their foreheads.  (We’ll see in v. 20 that it’s a losing battle.)

But how will they do this?  Verse 17.


Read vv. 17-19

This is how they will kill 1/3 of the unbelievers who are alive at the time.  Not by sword or bullets.  But by “plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur”.  In other words, no one will ever see these guys coming at them.  No one will have any warning.  All they’ll see are the fire, smoke and sulfur.  Verse 20.

Read vv. 20-21


Isn’t it interesting that John lists some of the specific sins that mankind is being punished for?  One of them is the “magic arts”.  In the Greek, the word for “magic arts” is pharmekeia, from which we get the word “pharmaceutical”, or “drugs”.  The sin that John lists here is really drug addiction.

Now, before we read about the seventh trumpet, chapter 10 gives us a little interlude.  (Just as chapter 7 did, before we read about the seventh seal.)


Read 10:1a


The fact that this angel comes “down from heaven” tells us that this is a good angel, one of God’s angels.


Read vv. 1-3a

The fact that this angel is standing on the sea and on the land shows us that his presence and his voice will cover the entire planet.  Let’s see what he has to say.


Read vv. 3b-4


I like that.  John was about to write down the details of the “seven thunders”, just as he wrote down the details of the seven seals and the seven trumpets.  After all, that was why he was given these visions, to write them down and share them with the Church.  But God doesn’t want the Church to know every detail of his future actions.  I like that.  John tells us most of what will happen in the future.  But not all of it.  Not the events of the “seven thunders”.  We can never know everything about God.  There will always be “the mystery of God” (v. 7) and of God’s ways.  Verse 5.

Read vv. 5-7


The angel is telling the world in a voice that everyone on the planet will be able to hear that they don’t have much time to repent before they will be destroyed.  This shows the mercy of God.  Yes, 50% of the unbelievers in the world have been killed by the Lord.  But before going any further, God sends a huge and impressive angel to the earth to appeal to them to repent before it is too late.  The “rainbow above his head” is a sign of hope and new life for any unbeliever that repents.

Read vv. 8-11


To eat the scroll means to read, or hear, God’s word and to understand it.  John has to take in the Word of God before he can share it with others.
And what’s it like to take in the Word of God?  Well, it’s bitter-sweet.  God’s word is sweet for believers, on the one hand, because it’s all about how God will be victorious in the future.  He shall reign forever and ever.   But God’s word is also hard to “stomach”, because, in this instance, it’s a also a word of destruction for non-believers.


Read 11:1


Now, we have a similar choice to make that me had to make in chapter 9.  Do we take these verses about the temple literally or symbolically?  There’s no real way to know the answer for sure.  You lay down your money, and you take your choice.  I’ve read scholars who do both.


You can say that John is describing a literal temple that is yet to be built in our future. Or, you can say that John is describing a symbolic temple, usually understood to be the church – as in, the Christian church is the new “temple”, in which God’s protection is offered.  William Barclay, my favorite New Testament scholar, interprets chapter 11 in this way.  (Page 68, The Revelation of John, Volume 2.)  


But, I’m afraid that I have to disagree with Mr. Barclay on this one.  I believe that John is describing a literal temple, one that is yet to be rebuilt in Jerusalem, where the Dome of Rock is now, where the original temples use to be.  I say this for one main reason – Jesus told us that before he comes back to earth someone will set up in the temple an “abomination”, similar to the one that was set up in the days of Daniel.  Next to v. 1, write, “Matthew 24:15”.  Let’s read that.


“So  when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel – let the reader understand . . . [go to verse 21] then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now . . .”


And then, in v. 30, Jesus talks about his second coming.


Read Matt. 24:30-31


(Again, God’s people will be on the earth when Jesus returns.  They won’t be raptured up before Jesus returns.)


Paul explains this even further.  Next to Matthew 24:15 write,  “2Thess. 2:1-4”.  Let’s go there.


Read 2Thess. 2:1-4


The “man of lawlessness”  will set “himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God”, just as Jesus said.  That is the “abomination that causes desolation”.  


Because of these verses, I believe that John is describing a literal temple in which the “man of lawlessness” will be revealed.  The only problem is that the temple doesn’t exist anymore.  Someone needs to rebuild it.  I think that’s what we’re reading about here in Revelation 11 – an actual rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, built where the original temple once existed, right where the Dome of Rock is now.  And I believe that this temple must be rebuilt first, in order for the events in Revelation to be completed.  This is another reason why I don’t get too excited when people claim that we are in the “last days” right now.  I won’t get too excited until I actually see the new temple being rebuilt in Jerusalem.  

Now, is it possible that John wasn’t seeing a rebuilt Jerusalem temple in this vision but was seeing, instead, the temple of his day?  Not really.  Most scholars date the writing of Revelation to the 90’s.  But the temple of John’s day was destroyed at least 20 years before that, in 70 AD, by the Romans.  There WAS no temple that existed in John’s day.  If John was seeing an actual temple (as I believe he was) then he was seeing one that is yet to be rebuilt even in our lifetime.  But I believe that it will be, just as Jesus said.

[One website author points out:  
In point of fact, today there are Jews very interested in rebuilding the temple and resuming sacrifice, and are making preparations to do that exact thing even now.  


i. Today you can visit the Temple Institute in the Jewish Quarter of the old city in Jerusalem.  There, a group of Jews absolutely dedicated to rebuilding the temple attempt to educate the public and raise awareness for a new temple.  They are trying to replicate everything they can for a new temple, down to the specific pots and pans used for sacrifice.


ii. Israel is a nation again, and efforts to rebuild the temple are for real.  The main Jewish group leading the charge to rebuild the temple is an organization called Faithful of the Temple Mount, who say they will continue their efforts to re-establish the Jewish temple on the Mount.  One leader in the group said, “We shall continue our struggle until the Israeli flag is flying from the Dome of the Rock.”  In Israel, there are students being trained for the priesthood, learning how to conduct animal sacrifices in the rebuilt temple.    www.enduringword.com, by David Guzik.]

Let’s read on.


Read Rev. 11:2


Jesus also told us that this would happen.  Write, “Luke 21:24” next to verse 2.   Let’s read that.


“Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24)

I believe the word “Gentiles”, here in Luke and in Revelation 11:2,  means “unbelievers”.  John is telling us that Jerusalem will be trampled on for “42 months”, or three and ½ years.    And during that 3 and ½ years, God will send two people who will prophesy for him.  Verse 3.


Read vv. 3-5


Again, we have to make a choice:  are these two men actual men, or are they symbolic of something?  One author I read said that they are symbolic of “the prophetic ministry of the church during the time of threat and persecution”.  (Eugene Boring, The People’s NT Commentary, p. 795)  But I don’t think so.  I believe these two men are actual men that God will use on the earth at this time.



But who are these two men?  I think we find out in verse 6.


Read v. 6


Right there we’re given code language to know who these two guys are.  Anyone know?  Who in the Old Testament could stop it from raining?  Elijah.  He did it in 1Kings 17:1 and 18:1.  And the funny thing about that is that in the last book of our Old Testament, God told us that he would send Elijah back to the earth:

“I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes.” (Malachi 4:5)


Well, here he is.  Write the word, “Elijah” next to the first part of verse 6.


And for the other man in verse 6, who in the Old Testament could turn water into blood and “strike the earth with every kind of plague”?  Moses, right?  Write “Moses” next to the last part of verse 6.


Now, are these Moses and Elijah characters real people, or symbolic of something, or someone?  Again, the interpreter has to make that choice.  One scholar I’m reading says that they are meant to be symbols of the church at that time (Eugene Boring, The People’s NT Commentary, p. 796) as everything that will happen to these two characters is going to happen to the church.  I like this interpretation.  But I don’t agree with it.  Instead, I believe John is describing two literal men.  I believe that in the last days God will send two men who are like Moses and Elijah to earth, to try and convince people to repent.  Why will God send two men who are like Moses and Elijah?  First, because it was a common expectation in the Jewish world that before the Messiah comes God will send Moses and Elijah to earth, to prepare his way.  Second, because Moses and Elijah represent all of the Law and the Prophets.  

I believe these two men will prophesy on earth for a certain length of time (maybe the 3 and ½ years mentioned, if that number isn’t merely symbolic), during the same time period that the Gentiles will “trample on the holy city”.  They be wearing “sackcloth”, symbolizing that this will be a mournful time, a time to take sin seriously, to die to self, and to return to God.


Will people like to hear this message that they’ll be preaching for 3 and ½ years?  Not exactly.  Look at verse 7.


Read v. 7


Who is this “beast”?  We know from our later reading in Revelation 13 (just two chapters from here) that it’s the antichrist.  This is the first mention of the actual antichrist in the book of Revelation.


Read vv. 7-10


It’s been suggested that the worldwide viewing of the dead bodies of these two famous men in verse 9 will be made possible with our worldwide television coverage.  Today, for instance, CNN is aired in over 200 countries.  Verse 10 tells us that people will be SO happy to finally be rid of these “doom and gloom” sackcloth wearing preachers that, when they learn the two are dead, the people will do two things.  First, they won’t bury their bodies for 3 and ½ days - the ultimate insult to a Jew.  Second, they’ll have a party and give each other gifts and presents.  Bizarre.


But God has a surprise for them.  And, finally, for now, a happy ending.  Verse 11.

Read vv. 11-13

A happy ending.  Moses and Elijah will be resurrected, just as Jesus was, after 3 and ½ days being dead, just as Jesus was dead for 3 days, in Jerusalem, like Jesus, and they will ascend into heaven, just as Jesus did.  And the result?  Look at the end of verse 13.  “The survivors” in Jerusalem, who saw the whole thing, “were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven."  In other words, the survivors in the city of Jerusalem will become believers - which is God’s whole reason for bringing Moses and Elijah to them in the first place.  They repented!!  Yeah!!!!

However, more “woe” is yet to come.

Read v. 14-15

This verse was quoted in Handel’s “Messiah”, reflecting the joy in heaven over God’s sovereignty over history!  Verse 16.

Read vv. 16-19
