PAGE  
6

1Corinthians 14 (Conclusion)

[Begin with a “worship” service based on 1Cor 14:26, where anyone who wants to share anything (i.e. a song, a poem, a praise, a scripture, etc.) may do so.]


What does Paul teach us are the important measuring rods to determine if your worship is “good” worship, or not?


1.  It has to be edifying to the congregation.


2.  It has to be comfortable to the “inquirer”.


Do these two things, and you’ll have worship that is pleasing to God, where his presence will be clearly felt.


Q:  Now, who can tell me which part of what we just did would have been totally inappropriate in the Corinthian church?  

A:  Women sharing in the worship by speaking in church.  

Did you notice that last week, when we stopped at the second part of verse 33?


Read vv. 33b-35


Now, would anyone like to venture a guess as to what Paul meant in these verses?


Here are some options:


A.  There are some scholars who say Paul was only referring to woman not being allowed to speak in tongues in worship services (i.e. Vernon McGee), but they can speak anything they wanted to in their own language.  

B.  Other scholars say Paul was only referring to women not being allowed to participate in making judgments about whether a prophecy just given in worship is legitimate, or not (Blomberg, p. 281).  But other than that the women can speak.

C.  The author of my NIV Bible footnotes believes Paul is referring here only to women not being allowed to either confront or question men in a public worship service.  They can do it in private, as verse 35 instructs.  But not in public.  But other than that, they can speak in worship all they want.  

D.  And there are some scholars who say Paul himself had no problem at all with women speaking whatever they wanted to in worship services, because, they say, Paul didn’t actually write these verses - they were a later addition by leaders of the church who came after Paul (i.e. Hays, pp. 246-7). 


I don’t agree with any of those scholars.  If Paul was only referring to women not speaking in tongues then I think he would have said so clearly.  Same with believing Paul was only referring to women not being able to decide the legitimacy of prophecies, or questioning men in public.  And I think it’s a slippery slope, whenever you don’t like certain verses, to say that Paul didn’t actually write those verses.  Where does that kind of thinking end?


I believe Paul did write these verses and he meant exactly what the English says:  Paul did not believe women should speak in worship services, period.  Why not?  I think Paul, (just like you and like me), Paul was a product of his culture.  Yes, he was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the words he did.  But the Holy Spirit always inspires us to speak to the people of our culture – even if the way he has us speak to one culture isn’t the way he’d have us speak to another culture.  Let me give you two examples.  

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit inspired the author of Exodus 21:24 to write, “(An) eye for an eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.”  Why?  Because in that culture, in that time period, they were going berserk when it came to revenge.  If you gouged out my eye, I wouldn’t stop at gouging out your eye.  I’d killed you!  And then I’d kill your family.  In Exodus 21, God was limiting the amount of revenge that his people could exact on those who hurt them.  That was an inspired word for that brutal culture, at that brutal time.  But, it wasn’t God’s final word on revenge.  Because a 1000 years later came Jesus.  Did Jesus accept the teaching of Exodus 21:24?  No he didn’t.  Why?  Didn’t Jesus believe that every word of the Bible was inspired by the Holy Spirit?  I’m sure he did.  But I think Jesus also knew that in new cultures, at new times, the Holy Spirit often needs to bring new teachings.  And so Jesus taught, “You have heard that it was said, ‘(An) eye for an eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person.  If someone strikes you on the right cheek turn to him the other also.  Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” (Matthew 5:38-39, 44)

See?  A different culture, a different time, requires a different teaching from the Holy Spirit.  

Another example, slavery in the New Testament.  Paul could have written, “Masters, free your slaves, as you have found your freedom in Christ.”  But he didn’t.  Instead, he said, “Slaves, obey your earthly masters . . . just as you would obey Christ.”  (Ephesians 6:5)  Paul endorsed slavery.  He endorsed the status quo.  Yet, today, no Christian would say that slavery is OK just because it’s in the Bible.  It is in the Bible.  Clearly.  But we also understand that the Holy Spirit has taught us a new teaching, a teaching for a new culture and a new time.  We believe now that the Holy Spirit teaches us that slavery is evil and should be opposed by every Christian.  You won’t find that in the Bible.  But our view of slavery has progressed since the days that the Bible were written.  Thank God!

So, I believe, our view of women has progressed from the days that the Bible was written.  In Paul’s culture women were literally second class citizens.  

Listen to how William Barclay explains it:

No man ever rose completely above the background of the age in which he lived and the society in which he grew up; and Paul, in his conception of the place of women within the Church, was unable to rise above the ideas which he had known all his life.

We have already said that in the ancient world the place of women was low.    [Greek] women, unless they were very poor or very loose in their morals, led a very secluded life in Greece.  The Jews had an even lower idea of women.  Amongst the Rabbinic sayings there are many which belittle their place.  To teach the law to a woman was "to cast pearls before swine." The Talmud lists among the plagues of the world "the talkative and the inquisitive widow and the virgin who wastes her time in prayers."  It was even forbidden to speak to a woman on the street.  "One must not ask a service from a woman, or salute her."  (Page 136)

And it was into this culture that Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write these words about women being required to stay quiet in worship services.  Of course he had to write this way!  He was inspired to write this way.  If he had said that women were allowed to speak in church he would have been laughed right out of town.  “Women?  Speak in church?  Have you no shame, Paul?  You might as well try to tell us that slavery is a sin!”

Again, William Barclay:

It was in a society like that that Paul wrote this passage.  In all likelihood what was uppermost in his mind was the lax moral state of Corinth and the feeling that absolutely nothing, must be done which would bring upon the infant Church the faintest suspicion of immodesty.  (Ibid)


Now, the fact must have been that some Corinthian women were speaking during the worship services of the Corinthian church – or Paul wouldn’t have needed to write these verses.  Remember what Paul wrote back in chapter eleven?


Re-read 11:5

 
Apparently, some women were literally ahead of their time, seeing their freedom in Christ as including (of all things) freedom to express themselves in the worship of their Lord!  Imagine that!  And they may be free in Christ to worship in this way.  But what is Paul telling these women to do with their freedom, in this culture?  He’s telling them the same thing that he told those who believed they were free in Christ to eat meat that had been sacrificed to idols.  He’s telling them, “For the sake of church unity, do not exercise your freedom. Don’t eat this meat.  And, women, stay quiet in your worship.  If you have to ask questions, ask them at home.  For the health of the church is more important than the rights of the individual.”  And to the credit of these women, they must have done what Paul said – for the church survived.


Any questions?


Here’s one question you should ask.  If we can say that Paul’s words about women being quiet in church are no longer valid, because they aren’t the Holy Spirit’s words to our culture in our time, then why can’t we say that about every verse in the Bible?  Maybe the whole Bible is culture-bound and needs to be updated to speak to our time!  If these verses don’t apply to us anymore, how do we know that any of them do?


That’s a real tough question, which I wish you never asked!   What’s the answer?  We United Methodists have a peculiar answer to that question:  our United Methodist Quadrilateral.  Who can tell me what that is?  It’s the four ways that God has given us to know his will.  What are they?


A.  Scripture.


B.  Experience.


C.  Reason.


D.  Tradition


Using these four tools we can better know God’s will for our lives, as long as we keep Scripture as the primary tool.


What does experience tell you about the value of women speaking in worship?


What does your reason tell you about whether they should, or not?


What does our United Methodist tradition tell us about whether they should, or not?


Put all of those answers together, with prayer and a serious determination to know how God wants us to live, and the contemporary will of God will become clear to you.


Let’s go on.  Beginning in verse 36 Paul takes on the Corinthians who think they have the right to disagree with him on whether women can speak in worship, or not - like it was OK for them to decide the truth on their own.


Read vv. 36-38


What’s Paul mean when he says, “Are you the only people (the word of God) has reached?”  He means that all of the Christian churches of his day were connected in spirit and in practice.  Having independent churches is not a biblical model.  And they were all expected to believe and live in the same ways.  Look back up in the second part of verse 33.  


Re-read vv. 33b-34


Paul is showing us that Christianity was not an independent church movement in the beginning.  “All the congregations of the saints” followed the same practices because they felt a connection between themselves.  They must have seen themselves as parts of the one Body of Christ.


Should churches today be independent?  Should churches today have no one to answer to but their own Administrative Boards?  I don’t think you’ll find this “independent church” model in the New Testament.  Instead, I believe what we find in the Bible are churches, like we United Methodist churches, that are connected in doctrine, connected in practice, connected in mission and outreach.  (Remember the “Macedonian churches”, in 1Cor. 8, who organized and who all took up offerings for the Christians in Jerusalem?)  Independent churches today like to boast that denominations are bad, and that theirs is the only true way to do church.  But I think they are the ones who have some explaining to do when it comes to following the model of doing church that we find in the New Testament!


Finally, verse 39.


Read vv. 39-40


Anything that is chaotic is not of God.  God is a God of order and peace – and that includes how we conduct our worship services.

