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1Corinthians 14

Chapter 14 is the culmination of a three chapter argument that Paul’s been working on all "about", as he said to begin chapter 12, “spiritual gifts”.  And, 2000 years later, we surmise that the reason Paul needed to write these three chapters was that those in the Corinthian church who had the gifts of tongues were being pretty obnoxious about it.  They were most likely saying things like, “Tongues is the only gift that counts.  You’re not a Christian unless you speak in tongues.  Every true believer speaks in tongues.  It’s the best gift there is.”


Paul wrote chapter 12 to remind them that there are “different kinds of gifts”, that each gift is given “for the common good” and that it’s the Holy Spirit who decides who gets which gifts, “as he determines”.  He wrote chapter 13 to remind them that whichever gift a Christian has he and she needs to exercise it in love.  And he wrote chapter 14 to say, “Prophecy is the best gift to have because it helps people.  But if you must speak in tongues in worship here’s how you do it. . .”


Read 14:1-3


Let’s remember that speaking in tongues is to speak in a special language given to us the Holy Spirit, which we may, or may not, understand intellectually.  Prophecy is to speak to a person, or a group, on God’s behalf.  And what does verse 3 say are three of the purposes of prophecy?  To strengthen, encourage and comfort.  Isn't that wonderful?  When God wants to strengthen, encourage and comfort us he often does it through the words of another believer.  That’s the gift of prophecy!  You may be using this gift and not even know it yet.  Does God often use you to speak to others, words that strengthen them?  Encourage them?  Comfort them?   Words that you had no intention of saying, but just came out of your mouth?  You may be a prophet.  Claim that gift and keep using it!


Read v. 4


What’s it mean to “edify” someone?  It means to build them up.  That’s what words of prophecy do.  The build people up.  Are you a prophet?  Does God build people up through your words?


Paul was not against tongues.  He just saw tongues, without interpretation, as a private thing that only benefited the tongue speaker.  Remember that Paul taught that the spiritual gifts for "the common good", for the good of the church.  But even tongues without an interpreter is a good gift to have.  


Read vv. 5-6


Paul, obviously, is mostly interested in things that help a church family to grow, things like a revelation (instruction from God to a church that comes directly from the Lord), knowledge, prophecy and words of instruction.  Tongues without an interpreter does none of these things.  Especially when more than one person at a time is speaking in tongues.  Then it’s just a bunch of gibberish, like a bunch of instruments before a concert, warming up to different tunes at the same time.


Read vv. 7-12


This is what Paul is writing against.  Let's try something.  Everyone on this side, on the count of three, say your full name out loud 6 times fast.  


Now, everyone on this side, do the same thing.


Here the commotion and gibberish?  That’s what it’s like when a lot of people with tongues speak at one time.  And that’s, apparently, what was going on in the Corinthian church.  And Paul was against it, because it edified no one.  So he told them to pray for the interpretation of tongues too.  Verse 13.


Read v. 13


This is how we receive any of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  We simply pray and ask for God to give them to us.  Have you done this yet?  Are you totally open to any gift that the Holy Spirit knows our church needs?


Read vv. 14-17


The thing is Paul is against private, selfish, worship.  In fact, Paul teaches us here that “selfish worship”, with our eyes only on us and what we’re getting out of the experience, is a contradiction in terms.  True worship involves both the vertical (us and God) and the horizontal (us and others).  It asks, “How will visitors to our worship service experience this?  Are they being edified?  Encouraged?  Lifted up?”  If not, then we need to make changes in our worship.  But why?  Why make changes so that the visitors are happy?  We’re enjoying it!  Yes, but are the pre-Christians who come among us enjoying it?  Do you see the footnote after the word “understand” in verse 16?  What’s the alternative translation offered in the footnote?  “The inquirers”.  Who are they?  They are the pre-Christian visitors to our worship services, people who are inquiring what this "Christianity" thing is all about.  Isn't it interesting?  2,000 years later and worship is still what it's always been - the “front door” through which unbelievers come to learn about Jesus.  Worship is crucial to making new disciples.  That’s why our worship has to be visitor-friendly, visitor-sensitive.  That’s what Paul’s teaching here.  “Make your worship visitor-sensitive.  Only offer things in your worship that will edify the inquirers.”


By the way, look again at verse 17.  What’s the purpose of giving thanks, or praise, to God in our worship services?  It’s to edify the people who are there.  How does giving thanks do that?  It shows them that prayer works, that God is real, that good things do come to those who believe.  That’s why we take the time in our worship services to give thanks and praise 


What kind of things should we bring to worship?  How about these things:


- A well slept body that can focus on God.


- A heart for others, so that we greet people we don't know before we meet the ones we do.


- An offering that is a true reflection of how much we love God.


- Praises in our pocket.


What do we have to do to have "praises in our pocket"?  Before we come to worship we have to think – we have to reflect on the week just past, how God has answered our prayers and worked in our lives, and the lives of our loved ones.


Who benefits when we lift up praises in our worship services?  Three people:


1.  God


2.  Other Christians


3.  Our guests


So, what praises will you bring in your pocket to worship with you this Sunday?

Read vv. 18-25

Again, this is all about worship that is visitor-sensitive.  If pre-Christians come to our church and hear everyone speaking in tongues, in gibberish, they’ll think we’re lunatics.  But if they come and hear everyone prophesying they’ll think that God is truly among us!  Why?  Because “the secrets of his heart will be laid bare”.  I don’t think this means they’ll be embarrassed – like someone in the church who doesn’t know them will single them out and tell everyone there the dirty sins that’s in their life.  I think Paul means that they’ll hear a word from God that applies to them, and the Holy Spirit will convict them of their sin privately, so they’ll repent and turn their life over to Jesus.  This is what prophecy can do.  And this is a good thing to have happen in our worship.

Paul is so adamant about making our worship visitor-sensitive that he lays down some rules for both speaking in tongues in worship and giving prophecies.

Read vv. 26-28

What are the three rules for speaking in tongues in worship?

1.  2-3 people at the most.

2.  One speaker at a time.

3.  Always with an interpreter.


Read vv. 29-33


And there’s an insight into God that we’ve not been given in any other piece of scripture.  You can search the entire Bible and you won't find what Paul says here anywhere else:  “God is not a God of disorder.”  That's good to know, isn't it?  God likes things orderly.  We don't have to worry about God going crazy on us, all chaotic, all willy nilly.  God likes things done in order.  And Paul's point is that our worship of God should be orderly too.  That’s why we call the progression that we follow in the bulletin the “order” of worship.


What are the two rules for giving prophecies in worship?


1.  2-3 people at the most.


2.  One speaker at a time.


These verses, starting with verse 26, give us a glimpse into the kind of worship services that our first Christian mothers and fathers had.  Can you picture it?  Unfortunately, they didn’t leave us any bulletins.  But Paul left us this rough outline.  And what we see are worship services where there was no leader, no ordained minister.  Instead, whoever had a song to sing, they sang it.  Whoever had a special revelation from God, they spoke it.  Whoever had a tongue to share, or a prophecy to give, they shared it and gave it.  People didn't depend on a minister to think up things to do during worship.  They thought it up themselves! We get here a picture a loose gathering of Christians, huddled in a private home, each person standing up and sharing whatever they had on their heart to help the other Christians grow and mature in their faith.  Think of that, as we re-read verse 26 again.


Re-read v. 26


Pretty cool, huh?  No leader.  No printed order that they had to follow.  But they came to worship with something to share with the group.


I have an idea.  Next Wednesday we're having our Ash Wednesday service, so we won't be doing Bible study.  But in two weeks, why don’t we spend our time worshipping like our ancestors worshipped 2,000 years ago?  I'm inviting each of us to come here with something you’d like to share with the group.  It could be a Christian poem, a story, a quote, a scripture.  It could be a praise report, a song, whatever.  I’ll sit down and just be one of the group, since they didn't really have any ordained ministers yet.  And we’ll worship like our ancestors worshipped, 2000 years ago.


That will be in two weeks.  Sound good?


What will you bring to worship Wednesdays from now?

