PAGE  
4

1Corinthians 9


Read 9:1-2


Paul’s pointing out that he’s someone special – not because of anything he’s done, but because Jesus appeared to him and sent him out to preach the gospel.  How many people can say that?  That’s what made Paul an apostle.  An “apostle” was someone whom Jesus personally sent out to preach the gospel.  (That’s why there aren’t any apostles anymore – you have to have met Jesus personally to call yourself an “apostle”.)


So, Paul is an apostle.  One of the few.  And you’d think that that would qualify Paul for all kinds of rights and privileges, right?  Verse 3.


Read vv. 3-4


Who’s “we”?  We find out in verse 6 that Paul’s talking about he and his co-worker, Barnabbas.  


Read vv. 4-6


What?  Paul has to “work for a living”?  Aren’t his churches paying for his “food and drink”?  Turns out, no, not all of them were.  And that was Paul’s choice – not to ask the Christians in Corinth for a dime.  


Not that he didn’t have the right to ask them for money.  (See where he’s going with this?  “You Corinthians say it’s not fair - that you have the right to eat whatever you want to eat.  Well, look at me.  Don’t I have the right to have you pay for my food and drink?  But I never used that right.  I never asked you for anything.”)  Verse 7.


Read v. 7a


No one does.  Soldiers have always been paid for their services.  Yet, they don’t pay Paul, this soldier for the Lord, anything!  It's his right to be paid for his ministry work, just as it's the right of every soldier to be paid for their soldiering work.  But out of love Paul did not insist on his rights.

Read v. 7b


No one does.  Farmers and farm hands always get to sample what they’ve planted.  Yet, the Corinthians haven’t paid Paul anything, even though he “planted” their church!  It's his right to be paid for his ministry work, just as it's the right of every farmer to be paid for their farmering work.  But out of love Paul did not insist on his rights.

Read v. 7c


No one does.  Yet the Corinthians haven’t shared anything with the one who is the shepherd of their souls!


Why not?  Because Paul never asked for anything.  He did not assert his rights.  He passed over his rights, in order to build up the church in Corinth, out of love for them.


Paul realizes that he’s just given three “human” examples, about a soldier, a farmer and a shepherd.  So, he next supports his case by turning to the Bible.  Verse 8.


Read vv. 8-12


The Bible teaches that we need to feed, or pay, those who do work for us.  This is their right.  It was also Paul’s right.  But he did not assert his right to be paid for his work in Corinth, out of love for them.  Verse 13.


Read vv. 13-14


By the way, this is why U. M. ministers are not permitted to have any paying job outside of the ministry:  "Those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel."

Read v. 15


In today's terms, Paul is saying, “I’m not telling you this so that you’ll go to the S/PPRC and make them start giving me a salary.  I don’t want your money, even though I have the right to it.  I have another reward, besides money.”  Skip to verse 18.


Read vv. 18

And why does Paul not make use of his right to a salary from his churches?


Read v. 19


Why didn’t he ask the Corinthians for a salary?  Because he cared more about winning people to Jesus than he did about asserting his rights.


Now, think about that activity on our list that you really enjoy, but that others might label as a “sin”.  True, you know there’s no sin in it for you.  True, God has given you the right to do it.   But will you assert that right and do that activity if someone sees you do it and it makes them not want to be a Christian, or if your doing it makes them do it, and go against their conscience, sinning away their salvation?  


Here’s what it all boils down to:  How important is other people’s salvation to you?  To Paul it was everything.  That’s why he was more than happy to give up eating meat, to give up his salary, and to give up anything else that was necessary to win souls to Jesus.  How important is that to you?  Would you be willing to give up this activity to win someone to Jesus, or to avoid tempting them to sin?

What do you think?


In verse 20 Paul puts his position in another way.  He says that in matters that aren’t specifically prohibited in the Bible, Paul let other people’s morals determine what kind of activities he did around them.  Look at verse 20.


Read vv. 20-23


If Paul was with someone who felt that card playing was wrong, he wouldn’t play cards with them.  If he was with someone who felt it was OK to play cards, he’d play cards with them.  Why?  Paul had one goal.  What was it?  To live any way that he wanted to?  No.  To assert his rights?  No.  Paul's one goal was to win people to Christ by doing the things that they believe are okay to do, and by NOT doing the things that they believe are NOT okay to do.  In other words, Paul lived like the people he was trying to convert to Christ.

Now, this is a hard way to live.  It means giving up a lot of your rights, in favor of living like the unbeliever you’re trying to win to the Lord thinks you should live.  That’s hard.  Paul probably loved meat, just like everyone else.  And he knew that he had the right to eat meat, just like everyone else.  But he gave up eating meat in front of people who thought it was wrong to eat it.


What do you think?


It’s hard to live this way.  It takes two things:  discipline and keeping your eye on your goal.  Verse 24.


Read vv. 24-27


What is the “prize” for which Paul disciplined himself?  Heaven.  


How many people do you know who have no purpose in life?  They have no aim, no goal, no “prize” towards which their life is running?  Our purpose, our goal, in life is to live in such a way that we please God, and are allowed into heaven when we die.  That’s the purpose of a Christian’s life, to live in such a way that we please God, and are allowed into heaven when we die.


Is that the purpose of your life?  Which of the rights on this list will you be willing to give up, out of love for those who believe it’s wrong for you to do this thing, even though you know it’s OK for you to do it?


We’ll finish Paul’s writing on this subject next time, in chapter 10.

