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Review of Matthew 1-18

Chapter 1

Genealogy – because Matthew was writing to Jews he had to prove that Jesus was from the family line of King David, as every Jew knew the Messiah would be.  Jesus’ family tree not only has Gentiles in it but is also filled with evil, sinful, people:  thieves, sellers of slaves, liars, prostitutes, adulterers and murderers.


Verse 18 – the story of Joseph, told to us only by Matthew.  When Joseph learns that Mary is pregnant he has three choices:


1.  Marry her anyway, bringing humiliation upon himself for marrying a woman who was already pregnant.  


2.  Tell the whole town what she had done and clear his name, but bring disgrace to Mary and possible death.


3.  End the engagement quietly, and let people wonder what went wrong.  


He chose #3.  But before he could do it God sent an angel to him in a dream and told him to do #1, which he did – even though he was given no proof that Mary was made pregnant by the Lord.

Chapter 2

Much as we love the story of Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem, but there being no room for them in the inn, and as much as we love the story of the shepherds visiting their newborn son, neither of these parts of the Christmas story made it into Matthew.  (They’re only in Luke.)  But Matthew alone tells us the story of the Wise Men, who traveled thousands of miles to Bethlehem for one purpose – verse 2.  


Read 2:2


They came to worship him.  And they showed us what true worship looks like:


1.  True worship involves a sacrifice of time.  


2.  True worship puts us in a spirit of humility, as we realize that the one we are worshipping is superior to us.


3.  True worship always involves giving the one you worship costly things.  


After the Wise Men leave an angel tells Joseph in a dream to take his family to Egypt to be safe.  Good thing, because Herod then orders the killing of all male babies in Bethlehem who were 2 years and younger.  By the end of the chapter Herod has died and Joseph takes his family back to Nazareth.

Chapter 3

Chapter 3 starts with the story of John the Baptist preparing the way for the Messiah.  Jesus is now around 30 years old (acc. to Luke 3:23).  John was way out in the desert, preaching for people to repent of their sins, wearing the same kind of clothes as Elijah the prophet.  When he saw the Pharisees come out to hear him (v. 7) he went ballistic and lambasted them for their hypocrisy.  He tells them that true repentance always involves “fruit”, good works.  This is what God is looking for in each of us.


At v. 13, Jesus himself comes to be baptized by John, giving us an example to follow.  At his baptism God himself speaks saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Chapter 4

Chapter 4 is Matthew’s account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert, designed to make sure that the human half of Jesus .  Jesus did not eat for 40 days and nights and the devil tempted Jesus in three different ways:


1.  (v. 3) Eating food – representative of all ordinary human needs.  God needed to know that for the next three years Jesus would put God’s will ahead of his human need for companionship, acceptance and living without pain – because God is going to need Jesus to be celibate, to be rejected by many and to experience a great deal of pain, resulting in his death. 

2.  (v. 5)  Jumping off of the temple roof – representative of the human need for proof that God will protect us, versus having faith.  God needed to know that for the next three years Jesus would go into dangerous situations, (i.e. preaching at his hometown synagogue in Nazareth, talking down the Pharisees, encountering demon possessed people, walking on water, sleeping through a storm in a boat), simply on the faith that God would protect him.

3.  (v. 8)  Bowing down and worshiping the devil in exchange for ruling the world – representative of the human need  to have power and control over others.  God needed to know that for the next three years Jesus would not give in to the human need to become an all-powerful king (as the crowd tried to make Jesus, in John 6).  

In v. 13 Jesus leaves Nazareth and begins to live in Capernaum, preaching in v. 17 the same message as John the Baptist:  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

In v. 18 he gathers his first disciples.  And v. 23 summarizes Jesus’ three-fold ministry:  teaching, preaching and healing.

Chapter 5

Chapters 5-7 contain Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount”.  It begins with what we call “The Beatitudes”.  (“Beatitude” means “blessed, or happy”.)  Since we just heard two sermons on them we know the Beatitudes perfectly, right?  In vv. 13 and 14 Jesus compares us to salt and light.  In v. 17 he promises us that he didn’t come to abolish the OT law, but to fulfill it.  Look at verse 20.


Read Mt. 5:20


As an example, in v. 21 Jesus takes the commandment against murder and goes to the root of murder, anger – a common human challenge.  His solution?  Verse 23 – if “your brother has something against you . . . go and be reconciled with your brother”.  Can I say something about our church in this regard?  I believe this is the #1 weakest area of our church.  People who have problems with one another here are not obeying Jesus’ words here.  They are not going to their brother and reconciling with them.  Instead, many in our church are totally ignoring Jesus’ words, and totally avoiding those with whom they have a problem.  Instead of working towards reconciliation many are letting the problems fester.  I believe this is the #1 weakest area of our church life together.  Do you have any thoughts on this?


In v. 27 Jesus talks about lust, in v. 33 he talks about swearing vows, in v. 38 he talks about revenge and in v. 43 he talks about loving our enemies.
Chapter 6

Chapter 6 begins with Jesus telling us how to give to the needy without having an eye on being rewarded for it.  In v. 5 he tells us how to pray without having an eye on being praised for our piety – which then leads Jesus into giving us his model prayer – just 52 words.  He ends the Lord’s Prayer by reminding us that if we don’t forgive those who have hurt us then God will not forgive us either.  Look at verse 14.


Read Mt. 6:14-15


In v. 14, Jesus tells us how to fast without having an eye on being praised for it.  Is fasting a regular part of each of your weeks yet?  If it isn’t, don’t you want to live up to Jesus’ basic expectations for those who would follow him?  In v. 19 Jesus talks about storing up “treasures in heaven” versus storing up “treasures on earth”.  In v. 25 he talks about how ridiculous it is to worry.  Why?  Why does Jesus say it’s ridiculous to worry?  Because if God takes care of birds and flowers, won’t he take care of us?
Chapter 7

Chapter 7 begins with Jesus commanding us not to judge others – and if we do then God will judge us in the same way.  In v. 7 Jesus reminds us that God will answer our prayers the same way a loving father gives his children what they need.  And, bringing the sermon to a close, in v. 21 Jesus tells us that only those who do God’s will “will enter the kingdom of heaven”.

Chapter 8

Matthew 8 is a chapter of miracles.  After Jesus comes down from the mountain he meets a man with leprosy.  This man shows us the three important things to do when we pray:


1.  He knelt before Jesus – showing Jesus humility, reverence and respect.


2.  By saying “Lord, if you are willing” he didn’t tell Jesus what to do.  He let Jesus decide if he chose to heal the man, or not.


3.  By saying “you can make me clean” he expressed his faith in Jesus’ ability to do what he was asking.


In v. 5 a Roman centurion shows the same kind of faith in Jesus’ ability to heal.  Jesus says of him, in v. 11 –


Read Mt. 8:11


Jesus heals other in vv. 14-17, and then shows his power over nature in v. 26 by calming a storm at sea.  This chapter of miracles closes out with Jesus exorcising demons out of two men, sending the demons into pigs.

Chapter 9

Chapter 9 begins with what looks like a normal healing story, but it morphs into a story about Jesus’ claim that he can forgive sins – causing the Jewish leaders to accuse Jesus of blaspheming, the very first complaint and negative word about Jesus.


In v. 9 Jesus calls Matthew himself to follow him, and then eats in Matthew’s home with “tax collectors and sinners” – complaint #2 against Jesus.


In v. 22, Jesus heals a woman who had been bleeding for 12 years, in v. 25 he brings a girl back from the dead, in v. 29 he heals two blind men, and in v. 33 he exorcises another demon.  This last miracle causes the Jewish religious leaders to complain that Jesus heals people by the power of the devil.  In v. 35 we see Jesus’ three-fold ministry again:  teaching, preaching and healing.
Chapter 10

In chapter 10, Jesus’ 12 disciples are named and Jesus gives them instructions for going from town to town, spreading the gospel.  Beginning in v. 17 he warns them that this will not be easy. 

Read Mt. 10:17-18, 21-22


Jesus warns them that they will be persecuted.  Then Jesus warns them not to let this scare them from doing the job of an apostle.  Look at v. 32.


Read Mt. 10:32-33, 37-38


How are we doing living up to these words?

Chapter 11

The first half of chapter 11 deals with how Jesus looked up to John the Baptist, a true prophet of God.  And look at v. 18, how a common theme running through Jesus’ ministry is criticism.


Read Mt. 11:18-19a


One thing this gospel teaches us is this –  if a person can’t handle criticism then they don’t have what it takes to be a leader.  


The chapter closes with Jesus denouncing the cities that have rejected him.  So, whereas things started so well for Jesus in chapters 5-7 (Sermon on the Mount), chapter 8 (miracles, “large crowds followed him” – v. 1), by chapter 9 the complaints about Jesus are beginning to surface, in chapter 10 Jesus warns the disciples that they will suffer persecution, and here in chapter 11 Jesus is denouncing entire cities for rejecting him.  This is the value of stepping back like we’re doing tonight and seeing the broad sweep of events.  You see how things started so well and then went downhill for Jesus.

Chapter 12 (Opposition)

Things don’t get any better in chapter 12.  Right off the bat Jesus’ disciples are criticized for picking off heads of grain and eating them – considered to be “working” on the Sabbath day of rest.  If I’m Jesus at this point, I’m like, “You’ve GOT to be kidding me.”


In v. 9, Jesus pushes this Sabbath issue even further by going into a synagogue that same day and healing a man’s hand.  Look at how the Pharisees responded to that, in v. 14.


Read Mt. 12:14


In v. 22, Jesus exorcises more demons out of a blind and mute man, and the Pharisees say the same thing they said back in chapter 9 – that Jesus heals people by the power of the devil.  Jesus lambastes them for 11 straight verses, telling them in verse 36 –


Read Mt. 12:36


In v. 38, some of the Pharisees see what’s going on and they try to give Jesus a chance to prove himself –


Read Mt. 12:38


This is Jesus’ big chance to show the Pharisees that he’s really on their side.  But he won’t do it.  He won’t dance just because they’re playing music for him.  He says that they’re looking for proof, but God looks for faith.

Chapter 13 (Parables)

In chapter 13 the large crowds are back to hear Jesus teach.  Jesus responds by teaching them parables that show what it means to follow him, how faith can start small but will blossom, and how the “pearl” that Jesus is offering the world is worth everything.  This chapter contains these parables:  the four soils, the weeds, the mustard seed, the yeast, the hidden treasure, the pearl merchant and the fishing net – 7 parables in all.  


The chapter ends, starting at v. 53, with Jesus being rejected by the people of his childhood hometown, Nazareth.

Chapter 14 (Situational Miracles)

This chapter begins with John the Baptist being beheaded and (in v. 13) Jesus trying to grieve alone.  But crowds of people find him to receive more teaching.  At day’s end Jesus turns 5 loaves and 2 fish into enough food to feed 5,000 men, plus women and children!

Immediately after that miracle, Jesus tries once again to get alone so that he can grieve and pray – the second time he’s tried to do that.  See that in verse 22?


Read 14:22-23


But when a storm sweeps across the Sea of Galilee and puts his disciples in danger, Jesus walks across the water to their boat and (once again) calms the storm.  In v. 29, Peter’s faith enables him to also walk on water, until his faith weakens from seeing the effects of the storm.
Chapter 15 (The Source of Sin) 

Chapter 15 begins with yet another complaint by the Pharisees against Jesus and his crowd – that they don’t “wash their hands before they eat”.  In the end, Jesus calls the Pharisees “blind guides” in v. 14.  But he uses this as an opportunity to explain that we are not made dirty by things we take into our bodies from the outside.  Instead, we are made dirty by what?  Look at verse 11.


Read Mt. 15:11


Now skip down to verse 17.


Read Mt. 15:17-19


The true source of sin is our heart, not anything we eat.  This was a radical teaching for its day – another reason that the Pharisees wanted Jesus killed.


Also in this chapter is Jesus healing a woman’s daughter because of the woman’s “great faith”, in v. 28, great crowds coming to him in v. 30 looking for healing, and Jesus feeding another huge crowd in v. 32 (again from just a few loaves of bread and some fish).

Chapter 16  (Who Is Jesus?)

In chapter 16 the Pharisees team up with the Sadducees and try, once again, to get Jesus to give them proof that he is the Son of God.  Again, Jesus won’t dance to their music.  

In v. 13, Jesus takes his disciples to the point farthest north in his entire ministry, a place called Caesarea Philippi.  And he asks them directly, “Who do you say I am?”

It’s a good question.  Is Jesus just a faith healer?  Is he just a great teacher and preacher?  OR . . . is Jesus the Messiah that was promised to Israel 400 years ago?  


Peter gives the right answer:  “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  For this correct answer, Jesus rewards Peter with leadership of the Church after Jesus is gone.


Immediately after this, in v. 21, Jesus tells his disciples for the very first time that the Jewish religious leaders are going to kill him in Jerusalem.  The chapter ends with Jesus warning them that they will have to risk the same thing happening to them, if they want to be his disciple.

Chapter 17 (Transfiguration)

This chapter begins with Jesus’ appearance being transformed right before Peter, James and John – as Moses and Elijah appear beside Jesus.  (This is the scripture lesson for this Sunday.)  Then, in v. 14, Jesus heals a boy of a demon.  His disciples, apparently, had tried to do this themselves.  In v. 19 they ask Jesus why they failed.  He tells them in v. 20, “Because you have so little faith” – a lesson for us all.  When we pray for others to be healed, we must pray believing that God CAN DO THIS if he chooses to!

In v. 22, Jesus tells the disciples for a second time of his impending death in Jerusalem. 

Chapter 18 (Teachings of Jesus)

Chapter 18 is chocked full of Jesus’ teachings:


1.  (v. 4)  God measures greatness by the amount of humility we have (just as children humbly know that without their parents they are nothing).  This was last Sunday’s message.


2.  (v. 6)  Terrible punishment awaits those who cause children to sin.


3.  (v. 8)  Whatever, or whoever, is causing you to sin should be cut out of your life.


4.  (v. 14)  God doesn’t want any children to be lost.


5.  (v. 15)  The three steps Christians should follow whenever a fellow Christian sins against them.


6.  (v. 35)  Christians MUST forgive fellow Christians who repent of their sins!
