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Matthew 4

Immediately after Jesus' baptism, God led Jesus into the desert.  It wasn't Jesus' idea to go there.  It was God's.  We're going to read this story via "The Visual Bible" first, then we'll break it down section by section.


[Show scene 7 from The Visual Bible "Matthew - Part One" DVD, thru the reading of verse 11.]


All right.  Let's look at this story section by section.  Verse one.

Read v. 1


Why did God lead his own son, (one could argue, theologically, his own self), into the desert to deliberately be tempted?  I mean, we know from studying the word "temptation" in the Greek that it's the same word for "testing", peirasmos.  And we know that it refers to putting stress on something in order to make it stronger - like we put stress on our muscles in order to make them stronger.


But why would God need to tempt, or test, Jesus in the desert?  I think the answer is because Jesus wasn't just God.  He was God in the flesh.  He was both fully God and fully human. And it was the human Jesus that God needed to test.  None of the temptations that the devil offered Jesus would appeal to God.  They were all temptations, however, that a human (especially a hungry human) would find appealing.  It was the human Jesus that God was leading into temptation and testing by the devil.  (Remember that James 1:13 teaches us that God never tempts anyone.)  And God does the same thing with us - leading us into tempting and testing situations in order to make our faith muscles stronger.


Some people like to say, after giving in to a temptation, "I had no choice.  There was nothing else I could have done."  But this is just making an excuse.  1Corinthians 10:13 promises us:

"God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it."

(1Cor. 10:13)


See the imagery there of standing up under a weight?  God allows our temptations to weigh down upon us, (like a weightlifter allows the weight of his barbells to weigh down upon him), in order to make us stronger - but never in order to crush, or defeat, us.  For those who ask him to, God will never let any of us get in over our heads.  For with every temptation he provides a way out.  


Any questions?


Let's see what the way out was for Jesus, with his three temptations.  Verse 2.

Read v. 2


Why did Jesus fast?  Fasting was one of the means of grace that the human Jesus needed and used, in order to receive the supernatural strength that comes to us through sacrificing food (or some other pleasure) for a specific time period to the Lord.


Are you fasting?  How do you look at fasting?


What will it take for you to begin fasting every week?


If Jesus needed it, how much more do you and I need it?


Did Jesus expect us to fast?  Yes he did.  Write down 

"Matthew 6:16" in your margin next to v. 2.  That's where Jesus said,

"When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do . . ."

(Matthew 6:16)

Jesus just assumed that you and I would be fasting.  Verse 3.


Read vv. 3-4


Notice that the last words of Jesus are in quotes.  He's quoting someone.  Who is he quoting?  Check out the footnote at the bottom of the page.  He's quoting Deuteronomy 8:3.  Jesus knew his Bible, our OT!  And he used it to fight off the three temptations from the devil.  We're learning our Bible here at Asbury too, in Sunday School, on Wednesday evenings, and in our private Bible reading at home.  When you have to, when you are faced with a temptation, can you use scripture to fight off tempting thoughts, like Jesus did?  I hope so.

I want to approach each of the three temptations of Jesus from three angles, and ask the same three questions:  

a.  Understanding the Temptation



What was Jesus' real temptation here?  

b.  Looking To Jesus' Future



When will Jesus face the same temptation in the next three years of his public ministry?
 
c.  Application To Our Lives 



How are we ever tempted in a similar way?
Temptation #1

a.  Understanding the Temptation


Given the fact that Jesus was very hungry, what was the larger temptation for Jesus in the idea of turning stones into bread?  I think the larger temptation was that of giving in to any of his human needs (i.e. for food), versus doing God's will.  God wanted him to fast for these forty days.  That was God's will.  But the devil offered him an easy way to eat, to fill his stomach, to meet this human need.


b.  Looking To Jesus' Future


When will Jesus face the same temptation of meeting a human need, versus doing God's will, in the next three years?  Humans need companionship, but God's will will be for Jesus to be celibate.  Humans need acceptance, but God's will will be for Jesus to be rejected by many.  Humans need to avoid pain, but God's will will be for Jesus to suffer and be killed.


c.  Application To Our Lives 


When are we tempted to put our human needs above God's will:  


- When we choose not to fast, because we think we "need" to eat 3 meals every day; 


- When we choose to date, or marry, someone that God doesn't want us to, because we think we "need" that person; 


- When we choose acceptance by our friends, over taking the risk of talking with them about Jesus, God, or inviting them to church, because we think we "need" their acceptance.


- When we choose to sleep in, instead of worshipping God.


Meditation Question:  Is God calling me to do a difficult thing for him in the near future, but I am refusing because I'd rather meet one of my human needs?


We all face the same temptation that Jesus had here, to meet one of our human needs instead of doing God's will.  And we need to remember that God will never let us face a temptation that we can't bear, that we can't handle.  Verse 5.


Read vv. 5-6


Again, Jesus' last words are in quotation marks.  Who is he quoting?  Check out the footnote at the bottom of the page.  He's quoting Deuteronomy 6:16.  Jesus knew his Bible, and he used it to fight off temptations from the devil.  

Temptation #2

a.  Understanding the Temptation


Why would it have been tempting for the human Jesus to jump off of the highest point of the temple?  Where's the temptation?  I think it would have been tempting for the human Jesus (at the very beginning of his ministry) to make God prove that he would protect Jesus from danger, versus simply having faith that God will protect him.  


b.  Looking To Jesus' Future


When will Jesus face the same temptation in the next three years of needing God to prove that he'll protect Jesus, before he goes into a dangerous situation?   So many times Jesus will put himself in dangerous positions (i.e. preaching at his hometown synagogue in Nazareth, talking down the Pharisees, encountering demon possessed people, walking on water, sleeping through a storm in a boat).  Humans often need proof of protection before allowing themselves to be in dangerous situations.  But God's will will be for Jesus to go into those situations on faith alone. 


c.  Application To Our Lives 


When are we ever tempted in a similar way?  Whenever God needs us to do something for him that is either slightly, or very, risky.  Will we step out on faith and trust?  Or will we hold back, in fear, when:


- someone at work is complaining about their life, and we feel God urging us to tell them about Jesus, or invite them to worship, or Bible study;

- our church offers us the chance to go door to door with free 9 volt batteries, to give out on Halloween night; 

- we feel God calling us to tithe 10% of our income back to him;


- our country needs us to go off to war.


Meditation Question:  Am I putting off doing something risky for the Lord because I doubt that he will keep me safe?


By the way, did you notice who the devil quoted in v. 6?  Where did his quote come from?  Psalm 91:11-12.  Does it surprise you that the devil  quoted scripture?  Evil (or just misinformed) people can quote the Bible, to try and convince us to do their will - even when it is the complete opposite of God's will.  So, since evil (or just misinformed) people can quote the Bible, that means you and I need to KNOW our Bible better than they do!  For example, if someone tries to tell you that you aren't a real Christian if you don't speak in tongues, and they show you Bible verses to support their position, what do you know about the Bible to refute them?  If you were here last year for our 1Corinthians study, you know, and can show them in the Bible, that God is the one (not us) who decides which of the spiritual gifts he gives to us, that no one gift is for everyone, that Paul favored prophecy over speaking in tongues, etc..  (And the good thing about having a church website is that you can check out previous Bible studies in full, online, whenever you need to brush up on the verses we've studied in the past.)  If we aren't students of the scriptures ourselves then we leave ourselves open to any persuasive charlatan who comes along with a Bible in their hands, just like the devil tried to do here with Jesus.


One other point, Jesus quoted Deut. 6:19 to prove that we shouldn't put God to the test, that we shouldn't ask God to prove himself to us.  We understand that concept, and we agree with it.  It is sinful to put God to the test.  However, there is one place in the Bible where God says we CAN put him to the test.  Do you remember what that was about?  Where is the ONLY place in the Bible where God actually gives us permission to put him to the test?  Turn to Malachi 3:8-10.


Read Mal. 3:8-10


What does that say about tithing, if it's the ONLY risk in the Bible that God allows us to take out on a "test run", to put God's protection and provision in our lives to the test?


All right, the third temptation.  Verse 8.


Read vv. 8-11

Temptation #3


a.  Understanding the Temptation


Why was this third temptation tempting to the human Jesus?  What did the devil offer Jesus that was so appealing?  I think what was tempting for a human was the offer to have power and control over others.  The devil offered Jesus power over the entire world, if he would just bow down and worship him.  (And the devil has the ability to do this.  Later, in the gospel of John, Jesus will call the devil "the prince of this world" two times.  See John 12:31; 16:11.)  

One Bible teacher (Hugh T. Blevins, Jr., at www.bible.org) wonders if Psalm 2 is a backdrop to this temptation:
7I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:

He said to me, "You are my Son;

today I have become your Father.

8Ask of me,

and I will make the nations your inheritance,

the ends of the earth your possession.

9You will rule them with an iron scepter;

you will dash them to pieces like pottery."


Was the devil suggesting to Jesus, "Look, your Father has promised you that you will rule over the nations, to the ends of the earth.  But just look at you.  He hasn't made you a ruler.  You haven't even had a meal in 40 days.  Where is your Father now, leaving you here all alone in this wilderness?  
I will give you power over all the earth, so that Psalm 2 will be fulfilled, 

if you will just bow down and worship me."


But it was not God's will for Jesus to rule over the world, like a king.  He sent Jesus to die for the world, on the cross.


b.  Looking To Jesus' Future


When will Jesus face the same temptation to rule over the world as a king, (instead of dying for the world), in the next three years?  Turn to John 6:14.  John 6:14 takes place right after Jesus turns some bread and fish into enough bread and fish to feed 5,000 people.  This miracle inspired the crowds there to . . . well, let's read it.

Read John 6:14-15


Again, God did not send Jesus to earth for this, to be a king.  He sent Jesus to die for the world, not be the President of the world.


c.  Application To Our Lives 


When are we ever tempted in a similar way, tempted to seek power over others instead of being a servant to others?  How about:

- whenever the phone rings, and someone wants something from us - do we feel put out, or do we feel privileged to serve them?


- whenever we're put in charge of a group of people (at work, or a committee here at church, or a scouting group) - does the power go to our heads?  Do we expect others to obey our commands?  Or, do we see ourselves as their servant?

Meditation Question:  Would I rather be served by others or be a servant to others like Jesus?


By the way, the quote that Jesus threw back at the devil says a lot:  "Worship the Lord your God."

I'd like to talk about that for a few minutes.  So many Christians have been fooled by a lie out there in the world that goes like this, "The Bible doesn't say we have to go to church."  Really?  What do we think it means when it says, "Worship the Lord your God."  Worship is something we do with others in the Body of Christ - not while we're on an autumn leaf tour of the countryside.

We need to see worship as a God-invented, God-taught and God-expected activity.  Worship is not a human activity, even though it's done by humans.  If we look at worship as a human activity (invented, taught by and expected to be done by humans) then worship is just one human activity in the mix against all of the other human activities in the world - and it will lose out most of the time.  It can't compete, if worship is just a human activity (invented, taught by and expected to be done by humans).  It will lose out to more exciting activities that humans have invented (like movies and concerts), that humans teach (like football, and soccer and other sports), and that humans expect of each other (like family reunions, vacations and over-time).  If I can get personal for a minute, I believe this is why some people in our church are choosing to skip worship here many times.  It's not that they don't like the worship here.  It's that they are looking at worship as just another human activity among others.

I believe that if people knew that worship is a God-invented, God-taught and God-expected activity then they'd never miss unless they were sick, or forced to work.


I want to look at those three aspects of worship.  First, worship is a God-invented activity.  What do I mean by that?  I mean that God was the first one to conceive of worship.  He invented it.  Worship was God's idea.  God thought it up.  It is not a human activity, on par with other human activities.  Humans didn't think it up.

Second, worship is a God-taught activity.  What do I mean by that?  I mean that God is the one who teaches us how to worship.  Where is the worship 101 instruction book?  It's right here.  It's in the Bible, especially in the Psalms.  God teaches us how to worship him.  It is not a human activity, on par with other human activities.


Finally, worship is a God-expected activity.  What do I mean by that?  God expects certain people to worship him.  Who?  Who does God expect to worship him?  Those who love him.  Why?  Because if we love God then we will do what he asks of us.  And God asks us to worship him.  He invented worship as a way to express our love for God.  He teaches us how to do it.  And he expects us to do it.  Worship is not a human activity, on par with other human activities.  Worship is a God activity, invented, taught and expected by God.

And that's what it means when it says, "Worship the Lord your God."  


Now, did you notice when the three temptations came to Jesus?  First, when he was weak (from not eating for 40 days), alone and tired.  Temptations often come to us the hardest when we are weak, alone or tired, as Jesus was.  And we need to be aware of that, and be ready for them!   
Second, they came immediately after he made a decision to commit his life to God, at his public baptism.  Temptations often come immediately after we make a decision to commit our lives to God, as Jesus did.  And we need to be aware of that.  Whenever we feel God's tug on our heart, and answer that tug by re-committing our lives to God, it's like the devil wakes up, gets nervous, and throws a temptation in our path.  How many people have I known over the years who were lax in their devotion to God, felt his tug on their hearts, re-committed themselves to God, started coming regularly to worship, to Bible study, started doing ministry in God's name . . . and their job suddenly required them to work on Sundays, or their family questioned why they were spending so much time doing "church things", or their health deteriorated?  Temptations often come immediately after we make a decision to commit our lives to God, as Jesus did.  

But, remember, temptations are allowed to come into our lives so that we will grow stronger from them.  We all have temptations.  We all have weaknesses, soft spots, and a dark side to us.  The devil is real.  If he tempted Jesus, he can tempt us too.  We can fight against him the same way that Jesus did - by fasting regularly, reading God's Word, praying and worshipping God.  Through these means of grace we can confront our demons, stand up against them, and find victory and even joy in the journey!


When we get to verse 12 some time has passed.  John the Baptist has by now been incarcerated.  Verse 12.


Read v. 13


A couple of things are going on here:


a.  Why was John the Baptist put in prison?  I mean, all he was doing was preaching and baptizing people!  Does anyone remember the reason?  He scolded Herod Antipas for marrying a woman who was both his niece and his sister in law - a violation of Jewish law.  Luke 3:18-20 tells us:
18 John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.

 
You could say that John the Baptist was the very first Christian martyr.  He stood up for his faith and was imprisoned, and eventually beheaded, for it.

b.  Why did Jesus leave Nazareth and live in Capernaum?  Where is Capernaum?


If you'll look at this map you'll see that Capernaum was a port town on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Why did Jesus leave Nazareth and go to live in Capernaum?  Hey, you have to leave home sometime, don't you?  Jesus was 30 years old.  It was time.  Plus, Capernaum was a much larger town than Nazareth.  He could preach and heal many more people there.  Being on the coast of the Sea, Capernaum's major industry was fishing.  And it's there that Jesus found his first disciples.  Not surprisingly, they were fishermen.


Did Jesus own his own house in Capernaum?  Mark 9:33 says that Jesus stayed at a "house" there, but we don't know if Jesus owned it, or if it was the home of one of his disciples.  But the image of Jesus with no place to lay his head down and call "home", just wandering the dusty roads of Palestine, is incorrect.  He had a home in Capernaum.  And most of what we read of Jesus' three year ministry took place in and around Capernaum.

c.  What are Zebulun and Naphtali?  Why are they important to the life of Jesus?  Zebulun and Naphtali were two of the original 12 tribes of Israel.  And the region of land that they settled in was named after them.  Capernaum is in that region.  This is significant because it fulfills yet another OT prophecy about the coming Messiah.  Verse 14.

Read vv. 14-17


Does Jesus' message sound familiar?  Look at Matthew 3:1.


Read Mt. 3:1-2


Jesus preached the same exact message as John the Baptist.  Who remembers what traffic sign the word "repent" should remind you of?  

A U-turn sign.  Why?  Because "repent" means to let God turn your life around.  We studied this word back when we studied chapter 3.  Have you repented yet of the sin you were dealing with back then?  Is it no longer in your life?  Remember, God will never let you be tempted beyond what you have the strength to resist.  And with every temptation God will give you a way to avoid it.

In verse 18 Jesus meets his first fishermen.  He asks them to follow him and become "fishers of men" instead.


Read vv. 18-20


"At once"?  Really?  If only it was going to be that easy for the entire 3 years of Jesus' ministry!


What does it mean to be a fisher of men?  It means to "catch" people for God.  If we applied what fishermen do in order to catch fish to catching people for God, we see that we have to:


a.  Get our equipment ready.  What equipment do Christians use to catch people for God?  Everything we can!  Our clothing, our knowledge of God and Jesus, free bottles of water, free 9 volt batteries - are you going to come to our training class next Thursday and pass out batteries with us next Friday night?  We're going fishin' you see!  And the 9 volt batteries are our equipment.

b.  Find a good place to fish.  Christians need to be smart where they fish, just like fishermen are.  There is such a thing as "casting pearls before swine", right?  Not every place is the place to talk about God and Jesus, or even to show love to people.  We need to be smart about this.

c.  Cast out your bait.  What kind of "bait" do we have to use?  It may be free items to give away.  It may be our words - like, "Man, you should have heard the prayers that were answered this week at church!"  It may be our actions, loving others, reaching out to a neighbor.

d.  Wait.  Fishermen have to be patient.  So do we.  We can't force Jesus on someone.  That never works.  All we can do is show love, throw out the bait, pray and wait.

e.  Reel in whoever "bites".  How do we reel them in, if we're fishing for people?  We ask them, when they are ready, "Would you like to give your heart to Jesus right now?"  Then we help them to do that.

Is there anyone here who doesn't know how to do that, how to help someone give their heart to Jesus?  If you're not sure, raise your hand.  Be brave.


Okay, there's at least three ways to do it:


1.  Let them pray a prayer to God.


2.  Ask them to repeat after you.


3.  You pray a prayer to God on their behalf.


Let me show you an example of someone praying a prayer for themselves.  


What should the prayer include?


1.  Confession of sin.


2.  Ask for forgiveness.


3.  Confess faith in the blood of Jesus to wash sins away.


4.  Ask Jesus to move into their heart.


Let me model this.  [Get volunteer.]


Now, who would like to give this a try?  [Have others do this.]


Remember, now, not all fish stay on the hook.  Some fish get away.  And many people who we think are ready to be caught by God just aren't.  They'll get away.  But thank God we're not the only fishers of men and women on the water!  Others may be able to reel them in, following up on the work that we've done.  It's important that we don't have a "100% mentality" about this, or we'll quit after the first fish gets away!  Fish ARE going to get away.  It's just the nature of the thing.

Any questions?


Okay, back to our chapter.  In v. 21, Jesus meets two other fishermen, James and John.  And he called them to follow him, just as they were helping their father get the nets ready to go out and fish!


Read vv. 21-22


Now, does anyone have a problem with what Jesus just did?  Some people look at this and they say, "How terrible!  Jesus made them leave their father!  And he was depending on them to help him in the family business!"


How many of you know that doing God's will trumps even our family relationships?  Have you ever had to make a choice between doing God's will versus doing something else that your family wanted you to do?  

Look at what Jesus will teach later on in Matthew.  Turn to Mt. 10:37.


Read Mt. 10:37-39

37"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.


Tough words.  Do you believe them?  Have you ever had to make a choice between doing God's will versus doing something else that your family wanted you to do?  


What three things did James and John leave to follow Jesus?


1.  Family - their father, mother, etc.

2.  Career - they were fishermen!


3.  Wealth - we know that they had a successful family fishing business because they owned their own boats and nets.


They left all of this behind to follow Jesus.  Could you have done what James and John did?  Is there anyone, or anything, in your life that you couldn't give up if you felt God was asking you to?


Did Jesus practice what he preached?  Well, where is he living now?  Not Nazareth, with his mother Mary (nor with Joseph, if he was still alive at this point).  He's moved to Capernaum, 20 miles away, to do the will of God.


Verse 23.


Read v. 23

Jesus had a three-fold ministry.  Isn't it awesome that we know that?  Without looking at the verses we just read, who can tell me what the three parts of Jesus' ministry were?  

a.  Teaching - which feeds the heart.


b.  Preaching - which feeds the spirit and soul.


c.  Healing - which feeds the body.  


Jesus cared about the whole person, mind, soul and body.  That's what Jesus did for 3 years.


As his body in the world today, shouldn't a church also be ministering to people's mind, soul and body?


Read vv. 24-25


Get this!  Jerusalem is 65 miles away from Capernaum!  Jesus was VERY popular, in the beginning of his ministry when all he was doing was giving, giving, giving.  But when he started to talk about God's expectations of us (as we just read he will be doing, later in chapter 10), then people walked away.  Even Jesus had some "fish" get away, and squirm off his hook.  Fish ARE going to get away!

Chapters 5-7 are an example of what Jesus taught.  We call these three chapters the "Sermon on the Mount", because he didn't teach these words in a synagogue.  He taught them "up on a mountainside".  
