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Matthew 6:19-34

Verse 19 brings a definite break from the subject that came before it, here in the Sermon on the Mount.  In this section Jesus talks about money, materialism and worry.


Read v. 19


What kinds of things does Jesus have in mind when he talks about "treasures on earth"?  He means:


a.  The kind of things that moths can get into and destroy.  That would be what?


b.  The kind of things that can rust.  That would be what?


c.  The kind of things that can be stolen.  That would be what?  (The words "break in" here, in the Greek, literally mean "to dig through" the clay walls of your home and steal from you!  Ahhhhh!)


So, what's the verb in this verse?  What doesn't Jesus want us to do with our "treasures on earth"?  He doesn't want us to "store up" these kinds of things.  In other words, he's telling his disciples not to accumulate wealth, or possessions.  (How much stuff is in your basement, garage, storage shed?  How many clothes are in your closets?  How much money is in your bank?  How much do you own in stocks, or bonds?)


What's so wrong with accumulating wealth, or possessions?  Let's read on.


Read vv. 20-21


There's the rub.  "Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."  It's not that God cares how much money we have, or how many things are in our personal inventory.  It's that God cares about who, or what, we love. And God knows that we have a tendency to love the things we collect, or store away. 


Who does God want us to love more than anything else in this world?  Him.


How can accumulating wealth and possessions- get in the way of loving God more than anything, or anyone, else?  


a.  To gain a lot of wealth takes time and energy that we might have stolen from God in ministry time and in our tithes.


b.  To accumulate things takes time and money to find and purchase and maintain them - time and money that we might have stolen from God in ministry time and in our tithes.  


c.

d.  


Instead of storing up, (or accumulating), "treasures on earth" what does God want us to store up?  "Treasures in heaven."  What are they???  How are they described in verse 20?

a.  They're NOT physical.  Jesus said moths and rust can't destroy them.


b.  They're NOT something that thieves can steal.


c.  They're something that we can actually "store up", put away, deposit somewhere.  The language of the banking world may be helpful here.  

I think that what Paul wrote in Philippians 4 is also helpful -

"Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.  For even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need.  Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be 
credited to your account."
(Philippians 4:14, 16-17)


"Credited to your account."  Isn't that an interesting idea?  Paul is saying that the good works that the Philippians did for him, (the money that they sent to Paul when he was in Thessalonica), is "credited" to their "account".   I believe that "treasures in heaven" are deposits in heaven that we make, and that God remembers.  These deposits, then, are the fourth thing we know about "treasures in heaven": 


d.  They are good works that we do to help others.  Instead of simply storing up their money in a bank, the Philippians sent Paul money again and again when he was in need.  In this way they were storing their treasures, making a deposit, in heaven.  And it was credited to their account in heaven.  In other words, God made note of it.

Jesus says the same thing in Luke 12 when he told the rich young ruler:

"Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."
(Luke 12:33-34)

Again, doing good works by helping others in need is like putting a deposit, or a treasure, in heaven in our account.


And we learn one more thing in this last quote - we put our money towards the things, or the people, that we love.  If we put all of our money in a bank, that's what we love.  We love security.  We love having treasures on earth just in case we need them for a rainy day.  But if we put our money towards helping the needy, then they are who we love.  And God wants our heart to be where HIS heart is, in the lives of the needy.  God wants us to care about what he cares about - not socking our money away, but using it to help others.


Now, if you're like me, you may be thinking, "Yea, but Jesus wasn't talking to people like us who were living in this unprecedented, record-breaking bad economy."  Really?  He wasn't?  Are we so sure of that?  Who was Jesus talking to?  He was talking to Jews living 2000 years ago under Roman rule.  I'm guessing things were even worse economically for them than they are for us.  Yet Jesus told even them NOT to store up treasures on earth but, instead, to store up treasures in heaven.  I'm pretty sure, given the economic situation of Jesus' audience, that our current horrible economy isn't a reason to ignore these verses.

God has a reason for giving us money, in addition to paying our bills.  The purpose of wealth is described throughout the NT.  Maybe the best place is 1Timothy 6:17-19 -
"Command those who are rich in this present world . . . to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life." (1Timothy 6:17-19)


The NT teaches us that the purpose of wealth is to enable us "to be rich in good deeds".  But that won't happen if we love money, instead of loving people.  If we love money, or if we love socking our money away in a bank, then we won't use it for the purpose that God gave it to us - to help others.  That's why Jesus warns us, in verse 21, "Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."

Any questions?  Comments?


Okay, next, verse 22.


Read vv. 22-23


Can anyone see a connection between these verses and verses 19-21?

I think it's this - what we see often creates a love, or a desire, for that thing in our heart.  If our eyes are on the needy then we will love them, we'll want to help them, we'll want to use our wealth to pick them up.  But if our eyes are on the new Spring clothing line at Macy's, or if our eyes are on the new Toyota hybrids, or if our eyes are on the new Taylor Made gold clubs . . . then we will love them, and that's how we'll use our wealth.  


Our eyes are like windows into our heart.  So often, whatever we see, whatever we pay attention to, we end up wanting.  Have you ever just been casually looking at the newspaper and you come upon a sales add and you see something and SUDDENLY this desire wells up in you to have it?  Now, 5 seconds ago you didn't have to have it.  You had no idea that you even wanted it.  But then your eyes saw it, and you suddenly needed it.  And you do what?  You go and buy it.  Why?  Because you saw it.  Your eyes opened up the window to your heart, to what you really love.  That's the whole basis of advertising - what we see, we want.

It comes down to this - verse 24.


Read v. 24


Which do you serve, your money or God?  Here are some questions to help you see:

a.  In a typical day, what do you think more of:  God, or your finances?


b.  The next time you have a family yard sale, could you give away all of the money you earn to the Second Harvest Food Bank, or the Erie City Mission?


c.  Does God receive 10% of your take home pay?


d.  Which do you read more:  the Bible, or written materials about the economy, stocks, and other financial matters?


e.  Is it easy for you to give money to those who genuinely need financial help?  Do you do it on a regular basis?


f.  Do you collect things just for the fun of it?  Could you give your collections away to the Salvation Army, if you felt God asking you to do that?


g.  Do you know a family that is in genuine financial need?  Are you helping them?


h.  When you die, is there a certain amount of money that you would consider it to be sinful for you to have remaining in your bank account?   
(John Wesley made a ton of money from book royalties.  But his goal was to have nothing left when he died, because he gave it to the needy while he was living.  And that's exactly what he did.)

Any thoughts?


Now, Jesus knew that one reason we "store up treasures on earth" is because we worry about needing a lot of money to pay for some catastrophe in the future.  So he says next, in verse 25 -


Read v. 25


Jesus clearly told us not to worry.  As we look at this, let's make a distinction between worry and concern.  Worry is often defined as fear of the future without knowing what to do about it.  Concern, however, is more like acknowledging a future problem and making plans to address it.  Worry immobilizes you, and often leads to panic.  But concern motivates you to action.  It leads to solutions.  Any questions about the difference?


It's natural for human beings to worry.  Many times worry comes upon us without invitation, just like anger, jealousy and temptation.  It's not a sin to have worry suddenly come upon us.  But it is a sin to choose to hold on to worry, instead of trusting in God.  In fact, we learn here that we go directly against the teachings of Jesus when we choose to hold on to worry.  God holds us accountable for our worrying the second that we realize we're doing it.  At that moment we have to choose to either hold on to the worry, or to let it go and trust the Lord.

Why should we let go of our worry?  What's the big deal here?  I think worry is one of the worst witnesses we could give to our pre-Christian friends and family.  As Christians, we're supposed to be God's ambassadors in this world.  People are supposed to see God in us, hear God from us, be drawn to God through us.  But when a pre-Christian sees a Christian choosing to hold on to worry then that Christian's witness, that Christian's influence on that other person goes out the window.


Any thoughts?


How can we stop worrying?  Jesus gives us seven ways in these remaining verses of chapter six.  We saw two of them in verse 25 already.


Jesus said, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life."   


So #1 is this - Know for sure that it is NOT God's will for you to hold on to worry.  That makes holding on to worry a sin.  

Jesus said, "Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?"


So #2 is this - Only allow into your mind things that really matter,  things like:  our relationships, caring for the needy, keeping our focus on God, helping others to know God, discovering your purpose for living.  These are the kinds of things that Jesus invites us to think about - not things that cause us to worry.

Jesus is really asking us to choose what we allow into our minds - things that really matter, versus things that cause us to worry.  The apostle Paul did the same thing, with the same anti-stress goal in mind, when he wrote:

"Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you." (Philippians 4:8-9)

Read vv. 26, 28-30


#3 - Trust that God will take care of you because he values your life even more than he values the birds of the air, or the lilies of the field, which he provides for every day.  This points to the fact that worry is really a break down in our relationship with God.  If we know God and trust that God cares about us then worry won't be necessary.  Concern that leads to action, okay.  But worry that just rolls the same anxious thoughts over and over in our minds, no.  Not when someone knows how valuable they are to God.


Read v. 27



#4 - Know that worry is a useless emotion, in that it accomplishes nothing.  It doesn't add a single hour to our lives, it doesn't put food on our tables, and it doesn't pay our bills.  God calls us to action.  But worry is just fretting.  If we've done all that we can do to fix a problem, and the problem still exists, then we simply need to trust for God to do the rest.  Worry never solved anything.  Worry is not an option.

Read vv. 31-32a


#5 - Realize that not worrying is one of the biggest things that makes you different from your pre-Christian friends and family.  


Read v. 32b


#6 - Remember that God already knows what you need, so there's no reason to worry if we've asked him to help us.


Read vv. 33-34


#7 - Make God's will the #1 priority of your life, and there won't be any room in your mind/heart for worry.  You'll be, to use the name of a book by Donna Partow, "Walking in Total God Confidence".
