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Matthew 9

Matthew 9 could be labeled, " Complaints of the Jewish Leaders' Towards Jesus".  We're going to see that they had four major complaints against him.


Read v. 1


What was Jesus' "own town"?  Capernaum, the fishing village on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.

Read v. 2


Why was this such a radical thing for Jesus to say?  Who alone can forgive sins?  God.  I mean, if you stole something from another person, breaking one of the ten commandments, could I tell you, "Your sins are forgiven?"  Not really.  Who am I to forgive your sins?  You didn't sin against me!  Only God can forgive sins.


What was Jesus forcing the crowd to decide about him, by publicly forgiving this man's sins?  He was forcing them to decide for themselves who he was!  Was he just a man, like them?  Or was he from somehow connected with God - a spokesman for God?  Somehow related to God?  God himself?  Jesus is slowly revealing his identity to the world, as someone who is more than a human.

Now, did the paralyzed man's friends bring this man to Jesus to have his sins forgiven?  Not exactly.  Why did they bring him to Jesus?  To be healed physically, right?  How often does that happen to us!  We pray for one thing but God gives us another.  At the time, we're disappointed that God didn't give us what we asked for.  But later we come to see that God gave us something better than we prayed for.  That's why it's always best to pray, "Thy will be done."  Anger is such a useless emotion.  If we allow God to be in control he will give us what we need.


So . . . why did Jesus see his sickness and respond by telling him that his sins are forgiven?  It was believed by everyone in that day that all physical illness was caused by, what?  By sin.  If you had a physical problem everyone knew it was because you had sinned.  By the way, many people today, even Christians, still believe this.  I recently had a person ask me why God was punishing their spouse with the illness that they had.  In John 9, Jesus will show that not all physical problems are caused by sin.  But, for now, Jesus didn't challenge their way of thinking.  He worked within it, by forgiving the man of his sins before healing him physically.

After Jesus forgives the man of his sins in verse 2, the religious leaders give complaint #1 against Jesus in verse 3.


Read v. 3


The word "blasphemy" means to either claim to be God yourself, or to claim to be able to do the things that only God can do.  And since everyone knows that only God has the ability to forgive sins, any human who forgives sins is blaspheming.  And the OT punishment for blasphemy is death by stoning.  This was the first time in Matthew that the religious leaders have a reason for putting Jesus to death.  Verse 4.


Read v. 4


That's pretty scary, isn't it?  Jesus knew what people were thinking!  But of course he did.  He was God in the flesh.  And God knows every thought that you and I ever think.  And that's why allowing ourselves to hold on to certain thoughts is sinful.  What kind of thoughts, if we keep holding on to them, are sinful thoughts?  Thoughts like anger, lust, jealously, covetousness, revenge, etc..  And it's not like we can hide these thoughts from God.  He knows our thoughts, just as Jesus did.  He knows our heart.  So it always pays to be honest with God, and seek his help in our thought life.  Verse 5.


Read v. 5


Which is easier?  It's easier to say, "Your sins are forgiven."  Why?  Because anyone can SAY that another person's sins are forgiven.  That doesn't take any effort at all.  And who can prove you wrong?  


But to say to a paralyzed man, "Get up and walk!" - now that's harder!  Why?  Because you can prove whether a person is physically healed, or not.  The power of those words is verifiable.  Either the paralyzed man will get up and walk, or he won't.  And if he gets up and walks, if he is healed, then what had to happen first?  Remember why they believed all physical illness came upon a person.  Sin.  No one could actually make a paralyzed man get up and walk without first cleansing him of the sin that caused the paralysis in the first place!  And only God can forgive sins!  So . . . if you can heal someone physically then that put you on the same level as God!

So, now do we see why Jesus healed this man?  He did it to prove that he had the authority and the ability to forgive sins, for real.  Verse 6.


Read vv. 6-8


[Show clip from "Jesus of Nazareth", disc 1, scene 37 to when the picture fades to black, at 2:09:52.]


What emotion was stirred in the crowd when they saw this happen?  Verse 8 tells us, and I think we saw it displayed in the actors, that the crowd was "filled with awe".  When is the last time you were filled with awe at the work of God?  Did it lead you to praise God?

[Sharing time.]


Does "awe" ever show up in our worship services?  When?  Does it lead you to praise God?


Well, we saw in the video clip that Matthew was not very well liked by his fellow Jews.  Why not?  Because he collected taxes for the Romans!  The Jews were the most taxed people in the history of the world, and you can imagine how much the Jews hated any fellow Jew who made money as a tax collector.  How many times do we see the phrase "tax collectors and sinners" linked together in the NT?  Matthew himself writes the phrase three times in his gospel.  And twice he associates tax collectors with prostitutes!  People hated tax collectors in that day as much as we hate the actions of drug dealers and terrorists today.

Yet, Jesus called him, Matthew, a tax collector, to be one of his closest disciples.  Why?  Because this is the kind of person that Jesus came to save!  Are we that loving to sinners?  We always need to be on guard against judging people who aren't like us, whenever they come here (for instance) to worship, or to Bible study.  I've known many a Christian over the years who has watched as people of questionable reputation walked down the aisle of the sanctuary, sat in a pew for worship, and thought to themselves, "What are they doing here?"  We always need to be on guard against judging people who aren't like us.  Jesus still calls sinners to come to him today.  Let's be careful that we don't get in their way!


Verse 9.


Read v. 9


This would be comparable to Jesus going into a crack house today, pulling a drug dealer aside and telling them, "Come to church and worship me!"  And they do!  


I guess the bottom line is this - do we believe that people can change?  What do you think?   Do you believe that people can change?  


Aren't we in the "change business"?  Is there anyone so sinful that they are beyond the touch and the call of Jesus?  We love to sing, "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved wretch like me.  I once was lost . . ." but do we believe the rest?  "But now I'm found."  Do we believe that?  Do we believe that God can "find" a person, and enable them to turn their lives around?  Do we believe that people can change?

Verse 10.


Read vv. 10-11

This was Complaint #2 by the religious leaders of Jesus' day - Jesus associated with sinners.  I'm afraid that many Christians today would have the same criticism of Jesus.


For instance, let's say that a drug dealer here in Erie became a Christian, and started attending here.  And let's say that after church every Sunday you began to see this person hanging out down at our pavilion with his old druggie friends, their Harley's parked on the grass, cigarette smoke and the other kind of smoke all around them, probably even some bottles of beer snuck under their black leather vests.  Their hair is long and dirty, their language is loud and coarse.  This crowd, hanging out down at our pavilion every Sunday afternoon, is definitely "not like us".  Yet here's this guy who worships with us every Sunday down there with them, being all chummy with them, bringing "their kind" here on our campus.

It might be real easy to ask, as they did in verse 11, "Why does he eat and hang out with these sinners?"  


Why do some people think that it's such a bad thing to hang out with sinners?  Well, there's two things wrong with it.


First, the old saying, "You become like the company you keep."  Is this true?  If Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners, wouldn't he eventually become a sinner too?  You can't associate with sinners and not become like the, can you?


Second, to hang out with sinners might mean that you condone what they're doing!  You're "soft on sin", as another saying goes.  In one of my former churches we started giving baby showers for the pregnant women in our church.  That was great, until someone asked the question, "What if the pregnant woman in our church doesn't have a husband?  Should we give her a shower too?"

Now, why would someone ask that question?  Because if the church gave a baby shower for a woman who didn't have a husband, then the church might appear to be condoning premarital sex.


We can understand why the Pharisees questioned Jesus' disciples, can't we?  But here's the thing - Jesus did eat with tax collectors and sinners.  You can't get around that fact.  Why did he do it?  To let them know that God loves them too, and wants them to live a holy life from this point on. Jesus won people over with love, not with laws.  And to love someone you have to hang around with them.  You can't love someone from the safety of a pew.  You have to go where they are.  Yes, others may misunderstand our motives, just like they misunderstood Jesus' motives.  Oh well.  Remember, God knows our thoughts.  God knows why we're being so nice to sinners, instead of insisting that they "clean up their act" before we can be nice to them.  We're just following the example of our Savior.


Any questions?


In verse 12 Jesus tries to explain his motives.


Read vv. 12-13


What did God mean when he said, "I desire mercy"?  Mercy towards whom?  Mercy towards all people.  Even towards sinners?  Apparently so, if we can believe Jesus' interpretation of this verse.  (And surely we can!)  Jesus is telling us what we already know in our hearts, that loving people is more important to God than a thousand sacrifices.  Acting religious is never a substitute for loving everyone we meet, including people whom we think are sinners.  Others may label you "soft on sin".  But God knows your heart.  Sinners are the reason we exist as a church.  We are here to help sinners become saints.  But to do that we have to love them first, as Jesus did.

In v. 14 we get the third complaint of the Pharisees against Jesus.


Read v. 14


The third complaint against Jesus was that his disciples did not fast.


Now, those of you who hate it whenever I talk about fasting and whenever I encourage you to fast, those of you who have dug in your heels against fasting, may be thinking right now, "Gotcha, Pastor Dan.  JESUS' DISCIPLES DID NOT FAST.  And since WE'RE HIS DISCIPLES TOO that means WE DON'T HAVE TO FAST EITHER!"


But if you'll excuse the pun - not so . . . fast.  Let's read Jesus' actual words.  Verse 15.


Read v. 15


Uh oh.  "Then they will fast."  Drats.  We will?  We will fast?  Jesus said so?  Yuppers.  Sorry.  Have you softened your heart yet and denied your tummy at least one meal a week for spiritual reasons?  Are  you a regular faster?  Jesus said you would be.  JESUS SAID YOU WOULD BE!  Are you obeying your Lord, yet?


Here's the background to what Jesus meant.  Jesus compared himself to a bridegroom at a wedding.  He pointed out how no one fasts at a wedding!  Weddings are for eating and celebrating and having a good time.  And no one who lived with Jesus by their side felt like fasting.  Life living with Jesus was a thing to celebrate!  That's why his disciples didn't fast.


But.  The time will come, Jesus said, when he won't be with them anymore.  Then fasting will be a natural activity of his disciples.


Question:  which time period are we in now, the time when we're with the bridegroom and partying, or the time when the bridegroom has left us and we're waiting for his return?  The apostle Paul answered that question for us when he wrote, "as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord."  (2Cor. 6:6)  


Since Jesus isn't with us now, not physically anyway, now is the appropriate time to fast until he returns.  I'm sorry, but the Bible points over and over again to the fact that Jesus' disciples will be regular fasters.  Will you begin fasting from at least one meal this week, and every week, for spiritual reasons?


This question about fasting prompted Jesus to talk next about old and new ways of doing things.  Verse 16.


Read vv. 16-17


What do you think Jesus is talking about here?


Most scholars believe Jesus is contrasting the OT way of doing things with the way that he does things, saying that he is like new wine.  The cultural background to his words is this.  In those days wine wasn't kept in bottles.  It was kept in animal skins, sewn together.  When the new wine was put into a skin, and sealed, the new wine would still be fermenting, giving off, what?  Giving off gases.  That's why you wanted to put new wine into new wine skins.  New skins still had elasticity in them, and would expand.  Old wine skins were brittle and would crack, then break, if you put gaseous new wine into them.


As a church, we always have to be open to new ideas.  Who can tell me the 7 last words of a dying church?  "We've never done it that way before."  This church is real good at setting aside old wineskins and trying new ones.  But it's funny to me, as I get older it's tempting to hand on to the old tried and true things that I've always done in the past, to not read up on new ways of doing ministry, to not try new things.  But that is the recipe for death as a minister, and I don't want to be a dinosaur.  Life is change.  Life is using new wineskins.


Last Sunday we tried out a new wineskin in our Sunday School, combining all of our classes for the lesson.  And it went great!  We had about 34 kids, from 1st grade thru high school, who experienced the lesson together.  (Then they broke up into their age groups for discussion and fellowship time.)  We've had some resistance to this idea, however.  It's hard to set aside the old wineskins, the old ways of doing things.  But life is change.  Life is using new wineskins.


Let's take a minute and ask ourselves this question:  what areas of our church life together do we always need to be careful that we don't get stuck in a rut and keep doing things the way we've always done them?


a.  Our worship - old hymns, old Bible translations, old sermon styles


b.  Our words - "justification", "righteousness", "salvation"


c.  Our building - the way it was built almost 40 years ago was perfect

d.  Our elected officers - settlers vs. homesteaders


William Barclay warns:


"There comes a time when patches are useless, and when the only thing to do is to scrap something entirely and to begin again.  No one would willingly, or recklessly, abandon what has stood the test of time.  [But we need to worship] God, not the past."


In v. 18, a man approaches Jesus and asks him to heal his daughter.


Read vv. 18-19

18While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, "My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live." 19Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples. 


This is a good example of how, many times, it's helpful to read the gospels side by side.  Mark tells the same story as this one.  But he gives us a few more details that Matthew has left out.  Let's read these two versions of this story side by side.  Keep a piece of paper in Matthew 9, while you turn to Mark 5:21.


Read Mark 5:21-24a

21When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 23and pleaded earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live." 24So Jesus went with him. 


What differences did you see in Mark?


1.  Mark tells us that this man's name was Jairus, and that he was a ruler, or administrator, of the local synagogue in Capernaum.  As such, it must have taken a lot of courage and humility for this man to approach Jesus, since Jesus did not have a good reputation among the leaders of the Jews.  But this man was desperate.  He had no other options.  

2.  Mark tells us that Jairus' daughter is "dying", not that she's dead!  How do you account for this difference?

a.  Mark wasn't there, and we don't know that Matthew was either.  


b.  They heard two versions of the same story.


Does this discrepancy bother you?  It doesn't bother me.  It makes me believe them even more, as it's obvious that the early Christians didn't fabricate these stories with perfect agreement.  They have natural differences in memory.  Was the girl dead, or in the process of dying?  Depends who you ask.  (For what it's worth, Luke also says she was "dying".)


Now, what did Jairus show Jesus that might have convinced Jesus to go to his home and look at his daughter?  He showed Jesus faith.  The consistent thread that runs through all of these miracle stories is this - each person who asked for a miracle believed that Jesus could accomplish that miracle if he chose to.


But before Jesus could go to this man's daughter he would be interrupted.  Matthew 9, verse 20.


Read Matthew 9:20-21

20Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed." 


When Matthew writes the words "the edge of his cloak" he's referring to one of the blue corner tassels that all Jewish men were required to wear in that day.  (See Numbers 15:38)  I love this little detail in the story!  Isn't it interesting to think of Jesus as fully Jewish, even wearing the required clothing of his Jewish world?  Jesus wasn't a Methodist!  He was a Jew from head to toe!


But, again, Matthew leaves out a detail that Mark includes.  Turn to Mark 5:24.


Read Mark 5:24a-29

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed." 29Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 

What differences did you see in Mark?


1.  Mark tells us that this woman had been to all of the doctors she knew, but none of them could help her.  Just like the synagogue ruler, this woman is also desperate, with no other options but the possibility that Jesus could help her - even if she just touched the tassel of his robe.

By the way, having a flow of blood was especially troublesome for a Jewish woman in that day.  William Barclay writes:


"From the Jewish point of view this woman could not have suffered from any more terrible or humiliating disease than an issue of blood.  A woman with an issue of blood was unclean; everything and everyone she touched was infected with that uncleanness.  She was absolutely shut off from the worship of God and from the fellowship of other men and women.  She should not even have been in the crowd surrounding Jesus, for . . . she was infecting with her uncleanness everyone whom she touched.  She was desperately eager to try anything which might rescue her from her life of isolation and humiliation."  (p. 346)

Remember, she'd had this problem for 12 years.  For 12 years no one would have wanted to touch her, because her uncleanness would make them unclean too.  Think how lonely and depressed she must have been.  Then, Matthew 9, verse 22.


Read Matthew 9:22

22Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment. 


Now turn to Mark 5:30


Read Mark 5:30-34

30At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, "Who touched my clothes?" 

31"You see the people crowding against you," his disciples answered, "and yet you can ask, `Who touched me?' " 

32But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering." 


After 12 long years this woman was healed!  According to Jesus, what was the key to this woman's healing?  She was healed, Jesus said, because of her faith in him.  That's the key to all of these miracles.  The message from them to us is clear:  never give up on God!  God can work change in situations that have seemed hopeless for many, many, years - 12 years or more!


But what about the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue?  Go to Matthew 9, verse 23.

Read vv. 23-24

23When Jesus entered the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 24he said, "Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep." But they laughed at him.

Now look at Mark 5:35 for a surprise about this dying girl.


Read Mark 5:35-40a

35While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 

36Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe." 

37He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 40But they laughed at him. 


We'll get back to the crowd laughing at Jesus in a minute.  But did you notice that the girl is dead by the time that Jesus and her father make it to their home?  Here's a cool thing about the Bible.  You can find small contradictions like the one in this story (Matthew says she was dead when Jairus first approached Jesus, but Mark says she was only dying at that point and died later).  But none of the main points of the Bible ever contradict themselves.  Both Matthew and Mark agree that by the time Jesus got to the girl she was dead, and he did a miracle.


Now, both Matthew and Mark write about there being a loud, noisy, crying, wailing and flute playing crowd at this man's home.  Who were these people?  They were the people the man's family had hired to mourn for his daughter, after her passing.  Believe it, or not, Jews paid for people to come to the funerals of their loved ones to mourn.  They were professional mourners.  Even to this day there are women in the Middle East who are paid to come to funerals to sob and wail and mourn.  Very strange to us.


Jesus, basically, told them to leave.  They're out of a job today.  When he told them that, how did they respond?  They laughed at Jesus!  It's hard for us to imagine today people laughing at Jesus.  But this girl was dead.  They wouldn't have been there unless this girl was really, really, dead.


I did a courtesy funeral last Wednesday morning.  The casket was open.  The woman was lying there.  The family was all around, mourning respectfully.  Imagine if a faith healer came to Dusckas-Martin Funeral Home last Wednesday morning, interrupted my eulogy, and said, "You all can leave now.  This woman isn't dead.  She's just asleep."  We'd all laugh too - after we called the police!


But the question is, do we ever laugh at Jesus today?  When you hear all of the prayer requests in worship, do you ever chuckle to yourself and think, "It's okay that Pastor Dan takes up all of these prayer requests.  But, come on.  What good is it gonna do?  God isn't really going to heal someone of cancer, or heal a broken marriage, or get someone a job, just because we ask him to.  God can't do those things."


Or, if you don't kind of laugh at all of the prayer requests in worship on Sundays, do you doubt that God can help you get out of your own problems?  

Here's the thing - the one thread that we see running through all of these miracles of Jesus is that each person who asked for a miracle believed that Jesus could do it if he chose to.  Not that he would do it, necessarily.  But that he could do it - the friends of the paralyzed man believed Jesus could heal him when no none else could; the woman who'd been bleeding for 12 years and had seen every doctor she could believed that even if she just touched the tassel of Jesus' robe he could make her well; this synagogue ruler believed that Jesus just put his hand on his dead daughter that she could live again.


We're all free to laugh whenever we hear someone lift up a prayer request, to wink at their simple faith.  But it's simple faith that frees God's hands to heal, if he chooses to heal.

Any questions?


Now, they laughed at Jesus for a good reason.  What he is about to do has never been done before.  No one had ever brought someone back to life once they were dead.  Not yet anyway.  Matthew 9, verse 25.


Read Matthew 9:25-26

25After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26News of this spread through all that region.


This is a good example of how Matthew (who had the gospel of Mark in his hand when he wrote) shortened in many cases what Mark wrote.  Whereas Matthew just said what he did in two verses, it's going to take Mark four.  Look at Mark 5, verse 40.


Read Mark 5:40b-43

After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!"). 42Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.


What differences do you see in Mark over Matthew?  What did he say that Matthew left out?


1.  Jesus had witnesses to this miracles:  dad, mom and the disciples who were there.  (Why do you think Matthew might have left this out of his version of this story?  Possibly,  because he wasn't there, he wasn't one of the disciples invited into the house.  He wasn't part of the "in group" yet.)


2.  Jesus said in Aramaic (a form of Hebrew) the words, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!"  What does this teach us about prayer.  Few words.


3.  The girl was 12 years old - born the same year that the woman developed her "flow of blood" illness.  


4.  Jesus told them not to tell anyone what he'd done.  Does anyone know why?  Scholars noticed a long time ago that, in Mark, Jesus does this often.  They call it the "Messianic Secret".  It's believed that Jesus did this so that he didn't get the reputation of only being a faith healer, since his real mission was to die for the sins of the people.


Matthew tells us, however, that someone let the word out about what Jesus did and "News of this spread through all that region."  I bet it did!  I mean, how often do people come back from the dead?  Never before this.  How could anyone have stayed quiet about it?

Let's watch how it may have looked back then.


[Show Jesus of Nazareth, scene 42.]


The chapter ends with Jesus doing yet another miracle, and the religious leaders stating their fourth complaint against Jesus.  Verse 27.


Read vv. 27-28

Does anything strike you odd in these verses?  Notice that Jesus doesn't respond to these two blind men right away.  He actually goes indoors without saying a word, forcing the blind men to follow him.  Why?  Let's finish the story.


Read vv. 29-31


Now, why do you think Jesus didn't respond to them right away, and heal them outside?  Maybe so that he could hide the miracle from others, as he told the men, "See that no one knows about this."  (This is the infamous "Messianic Secret" that we've talked about before, Jesus' attempt to not get the reputation merely as a faith healer.)


But there could be another explanation.  After all, Jesus has done other miracles in Matthew outdoors:  in chapter 8 he healed a man with leprosy outdoors, and then healed the sick crowds in Capernaum; here in chapter 9 he healed the paralyzed man outdoors.  Could there be another reason why he basically ignored these two blind men at first, and went indoors, making them follow him?  Could it be that Jesus wanted to see if they really wanted to be healed?


I remember when my kids were young and they'd ask if they could have cookies, or something, about 10 minutes after dinner.  You know what I did?  Nothing.  I totally ignored them.  They weren't hungry.  They just wanted something sweet in their mouths.  And they'd soon stop asking.  But every parent knows when their kids really want something.  Those requests you take seriously.  


Many times I fear that we lift up to God casual prayer requests, (like my kids asking for cookies 10 minutes after dinner), kind of like, "God, please heal Aunt Bessie if you have nothing better to do."  And, many times, I believe God waits and does nothing.  And we wonder, "Why isn't God answering my prayer?"  Well, he's waiting to see if we're serious; if we really want what we're asking for, or not.  

AND, could it be that Jesus ignored the two blind men, and made them follow him indoors, to see if they really believed he could heal them?  I think so.  What was the only question he asked them?  "Do you believe I am able to do this?"  And as he is giving them their sight, what's the only thing he tells them?  "According to your faith will it be done to you."

Could this be another reason why we see so many of our prayers go unanswered?  Remember, the thread running through all of the miracles we've seen in this chapter is the great faith of the people who asked for Jesus to perform a miracle.  So, do we really believe that God can do what we ask him to do, when we say our daily prayers?  Do we really believe that God can reach down from heaven into our physical world and make changes here?  If you had to rate your belief in God's ability to answer prayer, on a scale from 1 to 10, where would your faith rate?


Next, a man who was demon-possessed was brought to Jesus.  He couldn't talk.  Verse 32.


Read vv. 32-34


This was the 4th complaint of the Jewish leaders against Jesus.  And isn't it an amazing one?  How did the crowd react to Jesus' exorcism and making this man able to talk again?  They were amazed!  Yet, after watching the very same miracle, the Jewish leaders were critical.  And isn't that still the way it is today?  We look at Jesus and see someone who loves us so much that he died for us on the cross.  Our pre-Christian friends and family look at Jesus and see a fool.  

The Pharisees here don't deny Jesus' power.  They just say that his power came from the devil.  But this didn't stop Jesus from going on with his ministry - and criticism shouldn't stop us from going on with our ministries either.  We will always have critics, people who question our motives and question our ways of doing things.  If Jesus had them, so will we.  So we need to keep doing God's will just like he did.  Verse 35.


Read v. 35


This is the famous "three-fold ministry" of Jesus.  How did Jesus spend his three years in ministry?  He did three things with his time:  he taught, preached and healed.


What's the difference between teaching and preaching?  Teaching gives students either new information, or new ways of looking at old information, through hands on learning and give and take.  Preaching inspires people to apply what they've learned to their daily lives through a one-way conversation.  Christians need both.


Unfortunately, many Christians try to turn their pastor's preaching time into teaching time.  They don't come to Sunday School, and they don't come to Bible Study.  Instead, they hope the preacher will be a teacher/preacher.  They make the sermon into their 25 minutes of Bible Study for the week.  I want to tell you - that's a paltry amount of learning they're getting each week.  And it's no environment for hands on learning, or give and take.  But I'm talking to the wrong people now, aren't I?  You're here because you know there's a difference between teaching and preaching.  And you know that you need both.  As they say in Australia:  good on ya.


Now, if Jesus is our role model, should churches have the same three-fold ministry model that Jesus used?  I think so!  That's why I put so much work into our Christian Education department, why I do this weekly Bible Study, and why I work so hard on sermons.  But how does a church do healing?  Through things like:  


- Praying for each other


- Hugs


- Phone calls, emails, text messages, cards


- Meals to those home from the hospital


- Funeral dinners


Read vv. 36-38


What motivated Jesus to teach, preach and heal?  Compassion.  "Compassion" means to feel someone's pain, to suffer with them.  


Jesus said we should pray for God to "send out workers into his harvest field".  Where is the "harvest field"?  Is it here, in the church?  No.  It's out where people live, and have soccer games, and work and shop.  


Can God send you out there to be one of his workers?  It depends.  Are you motivated by the same thing that motivated Jesus?  Do you have compassion for pre-Christians?  When you think of them walking aimlessly through life, without direction, without purpose; when you think of them facing God when they die, without a way to have their sins forgiven, do you feel pain for them?  If so, then you will go out to them and be one of God's workers.  If you don't have compassion for the lost then, well, the next time you pray, you should ask God why not.
