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Genesis 1

Would you close your eyes?  I’m going to say a word.  When I do, what words come to your mind that describe this word:  God.  


What words come into your mind that describe “God” to you?  Will you write those words down under the first question on your page?


The name of the book we’re going to be studying, "Genesis", is our English translation of the Greek translation of the Hebrew word "Bereshith", which means "in the beginning".  The book of Genesis is a book of beginnings:  the beginning of the world, of mankind's existence in this world, of the entrance of sin in this world; the beginning of God's punishment for our sin and of God's forgiveness; and the beginning of God's chosen people, Israel.


So, we begin at the very beginning, at the moment of creation.  Try to think of it.  There once was a time when nothing existed:  no planet earth, no planets at all, no color, no light, not even darkness.  No up, or down.  No left or right.  Nothing.  Would you close your eyes again for a few minutes?  That's what existed.  Nothing.


Except.  There was One who existed.  We call that One "God".  Pure spirit.  Not needing anything.  Not needing a place to sit, or a sunset to look at.  Not needing a fellow spirit to talk to.  Not needing companionship.  God, pure spirit, existed alone for all time, before there even was time.  And he had an idea.  He would create.


You can open your eyes again.  Why?  Why do you think God decided to create all that exists today?  That's a question that philosophers, theologians and ordinary folks like you and me have been asking for centuries.  


As we study the book of Genesis I'd like us to expand what we've done occasionally in the past, by breaking up into small groups to work on questions.  While we’re studying the book of Genesis I'd like us each to have a small group here that we belong to, regularly, each week.  Now there are three challenges to this that we'll need to tackle tonight:

1.  How do you pick the people that will make up your small group?


Since we're all brothers and sisters in Christ, I'm not so sure it matters that much who the people in our small group will be.  However, you didn't necessarily get a chance to sit by your friends tonight, because you didn't know we were going to be dividing up into small groups that meet regularly each week tonight.  So, before we break up into our small groups tonight I want everyone to feel free to get up and move and to join a group of people you'd prefer to be in a small group with each week.  Can we do this without any hard feelings, say, if we see someone next to us right now move across to the other side of the sanctuary?  

In addition, let’s also have an understanding together that three weeks from now if you'd like to switch small groups you can do so without any hard feelings.  Can we do that?

2.  Who will be the leader of your small group?


Every group needs a leader.  The small group leader's job is to keep your small group on task, to bring the discussion back to the questions that you've been asked to answer.  As such, your small group leader should be someone who can keep your group focused, but do it with love and compassion.  I would suggest that your group pick someone tonight to be your leader and then see how things go
3.  How will your small group treat newcomers?


This is extremely important.  Nothing makes a new person to a Bible Study feel more unwelcome than to see people divide up into small groups and not to be invited to join one of them.  So, I'd like us to practice "open" small groups here each week, which means every small group should always be looking for newcomers to join them - not "stealing" members from other small groups, but actively recruiting and inviting new people to join their small group when you see them come here each week.


Any questions?


Okay.   So, to begin, let's all stand up with our Bible and other things in our hands.  I'd like us to carry our things with us as we greet each other, moving around the sanctuary as we normally do on a Sunday morning.  And in about 3 minutes I'd like you to choose the people you'd like to be in your small group by sitting down next to them.


[Do Greeting.]


All right.  Does everyone have their small groups?  Remember that your decision is not set in stone.  In three weeks if you'd like to switch your small group anyone can do that.  No hard feelings.  But you're now in your small group for tonight, and for next week.  Is that okay?  The first thing I’d like you to do is to introduce yourselves to one another:  name, where you live, what you did, or do, for a living.  Then I'd like you to pick a leader of your small group, (the one who will be able to keep your group on task).  Then I’d like your small group to answer the first three questions on the page.  Any questions?


[Small Groups meet.]


Q1 - What are ten words that describe "God"?


A - How do we know what ten words to write?  We know the ten words to write because of what we learn about God in the Bible.  And that's the whole point of the book of Genesis.  Every major point in the book of Genesis tells us something new about God.  If we can keep that in mind then we won't get bogged down, or sidetracked, with other details in this book.  Every major point in the book of Genesis tells us something new about God.  To help us remember this I'd like us to keep a running list of whenever Genesis teaches us something new about God, here on this white board.  This will keep us focused on what really matters as we go through Genesis.


Q2 - What does the word "Genesis" mean?


A - "In the beginning."


Q3 - Why do you think God decided to create all that exists today?  

A - I believe God created the world and all that's in it not because he needed anything, because God needs nothing.  Instead, God created all that exists because that's what love does.  One author I'm reading as we study Genesis says that the whole purpose of Genesis (and of the whole Bible) is to teach us who God is.  I really like that.  So I’d like us to use this large white board to keep a runny tally of all the things we learn about God in the book of Genesis.  You will be amazed at how everything we assume we know about God comes from this book, the book of Genesis.


So, to being, what does the mere act of creation show us about God?  It shows us that God is pure love, for it is within love's nature to be creative.  White board:  God is love, which is why he created (1:1).  


Just as it's within the nature of Evil to destroy and to tear down, love has to build and create.  It's why the majority of married couples have built within them a desire to build a child.  Love has to create.  It's why children who are living out of their loving nature build sand castles at the beach, and why children who are living out of their evil nature always knock down the sand castles which others have built.  It is within love's very nature to create.  And so, God created.


[At the end of Bible study I was asked, "What existed before God created the universe?"  I answered, "Nothing existed.  God is the only uncreated being."  Afterwards, I got to thinking.   If God's nature is love, and if the nature of love is to create (which is why God created the world), then there must have NEVER been a time when the universe did not exist!  For if there was a time when nothing existed then this would have been a time when God violated his nature (to create out of love), which is impossible.  The answer I should have given is, "Since God has always existed so did that which his love created, namely, the universe."]


Will you watch this video?


[Show DVD "The Hope", chapter One thru 3:25.]


Let's go to the sacred pages.  


Read Genesis 1:1-2


"Bereshith", "in the beginning" of the existence of the world God is like a carpenter who's gathering all of his raw materials:  wood, nails, concrete, and steel.  In the beginning the house that the carpenter is about to build has no form.  It's empty of any contents.  But he’s brought the raw materials to the work sight, and he’s ready to build.


So, "Bereshith", "in the beginning", the raw materials that make up our Universe today have been brought into being.  Who did that?  God did!  White board:  God created all that exists (1:1).  


The writer of Hebrews put it this way:  "The universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible." (Heb. 11:3)

What raw materials did God the creator, God the carpenter, use?  Not wood, nails concrete, and steel.  but carbon, oxygen, hydrogen and all of those elements on that "Periodic Table" chart that we were made to memorize in high school chemistry.  These elements were the raw building block materials that God suddenly, mysteriously, instantly, brought into existence.  And when they “do their thing” these elements will combine to create the first moving single cell organisms, those organisms that scientists call "protozoa" (from the Greek meaning "first animals") including:  amoebas, flagellates and sporozoans.  And after that, life is on a roll.  All of this took place in the deep fluid substance, that the God-created elements hydrogen and oxygen made, that scientists call "water", as God's "spirit" hovered overhead.  White board:  God is spirit ____________(1:2)

The Hebrew word for "spirit" is a really good one.  It's r-u-a-h, and you pronounce it with a lot of wind going across your lips.  In fact, in Hebrew the word for "wind" and "spirit" are the same.  "Ruah."  (We do the same thing in English when, for instance, we use the word "panther" to describe a leopard, puma, cougar or jaguar.)  Will you say it all breathy and windy with me:  "ruah".  The "ruah" of God was hovering over the dark shapeless waters.  Whhhhhhhhh.  God is wind.  In fact, we need to add that to our list.  White board:  God is spirit/wind (1:2)

How many ways can you think of that God is like the wind?  Why don't you get into your small groups, make sure you all agree on your answers to questions 4 & 5, then work together on question #6?

[Small groups.]


[Go over their answers to #6.]
Ways that God is like the wind:

1.  God cannot be contained, bottled, packaged.

2.  He blows wherever he wants to blow (John 3:8)

3.  God is warm one moment and cold the next - depending on what he needs to be.

4.  God "pushes" us in the direction he wants us to go.

5. God gives us freedom to resist him and even to hide from him.

6.  God is both creative (i.e. windmills) and destructive (i.e. hurricanes).


Next, God creates light for the very first time.  Verse 3.


Read vv. 3-5


What does the creation of light tell us about God?  White board:  God likes light (1:3)  Think of it.  God didn't have to create light.  This world could have been a totally dark world all of the time.  In fact, God didn’t have to create us with all 5 of our senses.  He could have made us without any eyes at all.  Who needs eyes in the dark?  But how God chose to create the world shows us something new about God at every step of the way.  God created light because God likes light.  In fact, God IS light.  1John 1:5 tells us so:
“God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”

(1John 1:5)

But notice that didn't create an all-light world either.  There "is no darkness" in God, but there is darkness in the world he made.  He called the darkness "night".  After creating light up in verse 3, God decided that "all light, all the time" would be just as unhealthy to us as all darkness, all the time.  What does that tell us about God?  We know that God likes work, and we work while the sun is shining.  What do we do at night?  We rest.  God likes rest.  (He must - he did it himself on the seventh day!)  God likes rest and recreation.  All work and no play makes us fail to enjoy God's creation!  God likes rest. Ebb and flow.  The natural rhythmns in life - "natural" because God created it!  And we like it.  It's in our DNA.  We can't help it.  


And there's one other extremely important thing that God created when he created day and night.  God likes time (1:3)  That's what the phrase "God called the light 'day' and the darkness he called 'night'" is really getting at.  And that's why verse 5 can say it was the end of the first "day".  What is a "day"?  A day is when you've had both darkness and light.  And when you have predictable periods of darkness and light, darkness and light, darkness and light, then you have a way to measure time.  You can say things like, “I’ll meet you at the river in three days.”  What’s that mean?  It means three cycles of darkness and light.  God invented time when he invented light.  And when you have time you have order.  
Some people get hung up on the fact that light is created here in verse 3 and then our sun is created later, in verse 14.  This isn't a contradiction as many think.  What God really created here in verse 3 when he created light is time - a 24 hour day.


How did God create light?  What did he do?  He didn’t do anything.  He just spoke and the light came into being.  White board:  God creates just by speaking things into existence (1:3)


That's power.  Can you imagine having that kind of power?  “Let there be a Mercedes Benz in my driveway.”  And, poof, there it is.  A new car!


Did God like what he had created?  Yes.  How do we know that?  Verse 4 - "God saw that light was good."  What does that tell us about God?  White board:  God created a good world.  Why is it good?  Because it comes right out of the mind of God, and God is good.  This is in direct contrast to the way that Buddhists look at the world of physical matter.  Buddhism tells people that all physical matter as an illusion, or "maya".  A good Buddhist's goal is to free himself from any attachment to the things of this world, because the things of this world are not only an illusion, they are also evil.  But Judaism told the world that what God has made is good, not bad.  (Don't ever say that all of the religions of the world are basically the same.  There are fundamental differences between them.)

Now, right after an earthquake, or a tornado, we often wonder about the goodness of God's creation and we sometimes blame God for making the world imperfectly.  But, no, God's creation is good.  There are some parts of it that humans shouldn’t be living in.  I mean, no one lives in the middle of the Sahara desert, because living in the desert will kill you.  People don't ask why God created the Sahara desert, because we understand that there are some parts of God’s good creation that humans shouldn’t be living in.  Yet when someone who builds a home by a river has their home flooded they complain about the creation; or when someone builds a city in an area known to have earthquakes, they complain about the creation.  God's creation is good.  It’s people who get in the way of creation's natural changes.

At this point the earth, this singular speck in the vastness of space where God planned to create life, so far the earth was just a mass of shapeless water.  (Earth is still 2/3 water!)  Somehow, things had to get a whole lot dryer.  You can't build much on water.  But how can land just suddenly appear?  The first step was to separate the waters that we call oceans from the waters we call clouds.  God did this by inventing an atmosphere.  Verse 6.


Read vv. 6-8


This is raw power, the power of God, at its best.  Now, what did God use to separate the waters down in the oceans from the waters up in the clouds?  This is an interesting question because it distinguishes the ways that WE look at Genesis 1 from the ways that the first readers of Genesis 1 would have looked at it.  The Hebrew word for "expanse" ("raqia") means a solid dome.  The Hebrews and all of the cultures around them understood that there is a solid dome covering their flat earth, a dome that keeps the waters in the clouds above them from constantly inundating them with rain.  Rain, they believed, was kept in storehouses above the solid dome (Job 38:22; Ps. 135:7)  When God wants it to rain on the earth he opens up windows in the sold dome and lets rain pour out of the storehouses.  


Now, today we know that the sky is not a solid dome.  But does that make verses 6-8 meaningless to us today?  Why don't you get into your small group and tackle that question.  The question is this:  Since we do not have a solid dome over the earth as Genesis 1:6-8 says we do, how can we understand these verses in a way that makes them meaningful to us today?

[Small groups.]


What did your small group say?  


Here's how I answer the question.  We shouldn't read Genesis looking for scientific truths.  Let me say that again.  We shouldn’t read Genesis looking for scientific truths.  We should read these verses looking for theological truths – truths that teach us what God is like.  Is that enough to satisfy us?

So, what theological truths do verses 6-8 tell us?  What do they tell us God is like?  God always brings order out of chaos.  Imagine a world of rain, rain, rain.  Imagine a world of snow, or sleet, or hail, or constant sun 24/7, all of the time.  How chaotic life would be.  The drought in Texas right now is an example of that.  But we don't have to worry.  God regulates the weather and sends the seasons.  The Texas drought WILL end one day.  HOW God regulates the weather is not relevant to our study of Genesis 1.  THAT he does it and that HE does it is all that matters.  This is how we answer those who say, "The Bible and science don't mix."


In verse 9, God gathers the waters on the earth together, forming dry land.


Read vv. 9-10


What does the word "good" mean here in Genesis 1?  It means that things are going according to God's plan, God's design.  In verse 3 God invents light and likes how it operates.  In verse 10 God creates land and likes that it will provide the right place for things to live on.  We humans are land people.  We're people of the soil, creators who need to get our hands dirty, like God.  Give us a John Deere back hoe and some gasoline and just watch what we can do with soil -  make a neighborhood, make a golf course, even make an entire man-made lake.  Oh, what you and I can do with land!  And we love it.  Our desire to work the land also came from God.  It's in our DNA.  Every one of us has it - though we adults have learned to squelch it.  It's one reason I really wanted our church to have, and to offer, a community garden - to help people reconnect with the soil.


In verse 11 God creates the very first living things - plants, shrubs and trees.

Read vv. 11-13


These things are alive!  God's first living things!


And what's more, (and this is SOOOO cool) they all have the ability built within them to not need God anymore.  For God put seeds inside every living thing, so that they could make more living things just like themselves, all on their own.  And God saw that it was good.  


Did you ever ask yourself why God created plants, shrubs and trees?  Obviously, humans and animals need them to live.  They provide nutrients and other things that our bodies need to survive.  But why did God think we needed to eat?  Why not just create a world with people who don't need food?  And what does your answer tell us new about God?  Why don't you take 3-4 minutes and ask yourselves that question in your small group?  The question is this:  Why did God chose to create a world where all living things need food?

[Sharing.]


So, what did your group think?  I think God chose to create the world where all living things need food in order to:


a.  Allow each living thing to be re-created each day, made fresh each day, with the continual intake and outflow of new nutrients and old waste byproducts.  God likes freshness.

b.  Give mankind work to do:  plant seeds, water, weed, harvest, prepare meals, clean up.  Think about how much of mankind's work is involved with the food industry!  Take food out of our lives and you take so much work out of our lives - especially in developing countries.  Must be that God likes work.



Verse 14.  

Read vv. 14-19


Where did the people of Genesis understand the sun, moon and stars to be placed?  In that dome called the "expanse" that we saw up in verse 6.  Will you draw a circle around the word in both verses and draw a line connecting them?  


Why did God create the stars?  What's it say?  The stars were created to "serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years".  What does that mean?  


The word "signs" should stand alone in the sentence.  (There should be a comma after the word "signs".)  The people of Genesis looked to the stars for signs of God's will.  Can you think of an example of this in the Bible?  Remember Joseph (of the coat of many colors) and the dream he had where he saw 11 stars bowing down to him?  And, of course, the star of Bethlehem showed the magi that God had done an amazing new thing that they had to go see. What does this tell us about God?  God wants to reveal his will to us!!!!!  How amazing is that?  And one way that the people of the Bible understood that God reveals his will to us was through his placement of stars in the sky.

This is what's behind Psalm 19:1-2.  Will you write that down next to verse 14?  

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 

   the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 

   night after night they display knowledge.


And this is what Jesus meant in Luke 21:25 when he said, "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars.  At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory."  (Luke 21:25, 27) 


God wants to reveal his will to us!!!!  Have you grasped how amazing that is yet?  


[Of course, any good thing from God can be ruined by man, and astrology has done that.  The problems with astrology, and why it's a bunch of hooey, are:


a.  Astrologists do not seek to know God's will, but the "will of the cosmos".  They are using God's tools for non-godly purposes.


b.  Astrologists believe events are predestined, that man does not have free will, that the best he can do is understand what the stars are telling him will inevitably happen and hop on board.

c.  Astrologists believe in reincarnation, that we will come back to this world again and again.


d.  Astrologists believe in "karma", the belief that we are born all over again in this world as either a reward for good behavior, or a punishment for bad behavior.]

How many stars did God make?  How big is the universe?  We'll never know for sure.  This is the best estimate we can make.  We know that light travels 186,000 miles in one second.  One second and - vroom! - light has gone 186,000 miles!  That's called a "light second".  A light minute is a light second X 60 = over 11 million miles.  (Our sun is 8 light minutes away from us, about 90 million miles away.)  


But light minutes are too small a yard stick to use if you're going to leave our solar system and try to measure our galaxy.  For that you need a light year.  A light year is:


1 light minute

X
60 (= a light hour)
X
24 (= a light . . . ? day)

X     365 ( = a light . . .? year).


A light year is the distance that light travels in space in one year's time.  How many miles is a light year?  586,000,000,000,000 (586 trillion) miles.  That's just one light year.


Our Milky Way galaxy is 80,000 light years across, from end to end.  It's too big to imagine.  It's why we'll never fly in space out of our galaxy without warp drive.


Yet, as big as our Milky Way galaxy is, God is even bigger.  Way bigger.  Our galaxy is just one galaxy in the whole universe.  There are over 100 billion galaxies just like ours.  And every one of those galaxies has about 100 billion stars in them, and 100 billion planets.


Suddenly, when you start thinking like this, a corner of your mind begins to get a vision of how BIG God really is.  It's a fleeting vision.  You can't hold on to it.  It leaves quickly.  But you sense the awesomeness of God, when you start thinking in terms of light years and 100 billion stars in a 100 billion galaxies.


Verse 18:  "And God saw that it was good."  You betcha.  God made the world just like he liked it.  Consider this.  Right now, even now, as we appear to be sitting still in our pews, scientists tell us that our earth is spinning on its axis at a little over 1,000 miles an hour.  Do you feel dizzy?  But that's not all.  As our earth is spinning around it's also orbiting around our sun, at 67,000 miles an hour.  But that's not all.  As our earth is spinning around, and orbiting the sun, the sun is orbiting around our Milky Way Galaxy at 486,000 miles an hour.  It's no wonder that no one can hit a golf ball straight on this planet.  This is some spaceship we're living on!  It's a rocket, really!  And God made it all just for us, just the way he likes it.
[image: image1.jpg]



In verse 20, God makes his first living creatures that can live away from the land - fish in the seas and birds in the air.  (Which do you see in this picture?)


This world God gave us is full of life above, below, and on the land.  How incredible it all is!  To fly on the wind for hours at a time.  And to live in the water forever?  Come on!  That's amazing!  We're only now building machines that are allowing us to go to the very bottom of the seas, where a whole new world has been living in darkness from the beginning of time without us.  Amazing.

Read vv. 20-25

Why did God create fish and birds and land animals?  Why not have we humans be 100% vegetarians?  And what does your answer tell us about God?  Let's see what your small group says.

[Time of Sharing.]


God likes biodiversity!


Then came God's crowning achievement, the one for whom all of this world was made:  man.  Verse 26.


Read vv. 26-27


What questions come to mind when you read these two verses?  

[Write them on white board.]


Who was God talking to when he said, "Let US make man in OUR image, in OUR likeness . . ." (Gen. 1:26)  Surely God wasn't talking to the fish, birds and land animals that he just made!  There are really two answers to this question.  The first answer would satisfy the first readers of Genesis:  God was speaking to the angels in what's been called his "heavenly court".  We see this heavenly court also in 1Kings 22:19.  Will you turn there?


Read 1Kings 22:19-23


This idea of a "heavenly court" was one that the first readers of Genesis could understand because many religions in the ancient Near East believed in and wrote about the many gods meeting together to discuss the things of earth.  


But there is a second answer to the question.  The early Church fathers understood God to be speaking to Jesus.  (And if Jesus was there it's not too far of a stretch to imagine that the Holy Spirit was there too!)  There are two NT passages to read in this context.


Read John 1:1-3  and  Colossians 1:15-17


In the NT we learn, as Paul Harvey used to say, "the rest of the story".  It wasn't God the Father that created the universe, but God the Son!  And that's who God was talking to when he said, "Let US make man in OUR image, in OUR likeness . . ." (Gen. 1:26)  It turns out, at the beginning of time, God did all of the talking when he brought the universe into being.  But it was Jesus who did the heavy lifting, the actual creating.  Jesus was with God from the very beginning of time, making all things that God told him to make.  So, when God says, "Let us make man in our image" he means in the image of himself and Jesus.  You and I are made in the image of God.  No other creature can make that claim.  We are the highest of God's creations because only we are made in his image.  

What does it mean to be made in the image of God?  Let's talk about that in our small groups.  As you're coming up with your answers remember that each answer has to be something that is NOT true of animals and plants.

[Time of Sharing.]


Right off the bat we can say that we aren't made in the physical image of God.  God is spirit.  God does not have a male anatomy, or a female anatomy.  Well, then what does it mean?  I've thought and read a lot about this.  And my answer may surprise you.  I believe to be made in the image of God means we humans alone can do the things that only those with a fully developed neocortex can do.  (All mammals have a neocortex, but only man's is fully formed.)  And all of the things that the neocortex allows us to do, that animals can't do, show us something new about God:

a.  Our minds allow us to speak and to understand speech.  That means God can communicate with us, and we can communicate with God (vv. 28-30).  Let's read the very first communication between God and people.


Read vv. 28-30


What does this tell us about God?  God wants to talk with us!  Every time we pray we are living in the image of God, doing what God designed us to do.


b.  Our minds allows us to choose a course of action among all of the options available to us.  With the gift of the mind came free will to use our minds in good or in evil ways.  God tells mankind to have children and to fill the earth and rule over all creation.  But he does not force us to do that.  He allows us to use our minds and decide for ourselves if we will comply, or not.  What does this tell us about God?  God does not want us to be his puppets.  

c.  Our minds allow us to "rule" (v. 28) over fish, birds and animals in order to make them serve our purposes.  What does this tell us about God?  God trusts us to care for his creation.  This idea was so different from the other religions of the day, where each part of the world was ruled by a different god.  In Genesis we learn that there ARE no other "gods" who have been given rule over any parts of creation.  Instead, God tells mankind to "subdue" the earth, in v. 28.  Why?  Because the earth was made for us!  That's the whole point of creating dry land, and creating the fish, birds, animals and plants.  They are all here as gifts from God to us.  

Will you turn to Psalm 8:3?


Read Psalm 8:3-9


d.  Our minds allow us to love God back and to worship him.  That's the whole point of resting on the Sabbath, which we read about in Genesis 2:1.


Read Genesis 2:1-3


Animals don't worship.  But we do.  What does this tell us about God?  God wants us to worship him.


(So much more can be said about what the mind allows us to do that animals can't do:  make and keep commitments, reflect on the world, be compassionate, be forgiving, to laugh and to cry, etc..  All of these are additional ways that we are made in God's image.  But I'm trying to only mention the differences that appear here in the early parts of Genesis.)


When God made humans did he make Adam first, and then Eve?  The Hebrew word used for "man" in all of these verses does not refer to a male person.  That word is "ish".  Instead the word is "adam", which means humankind - males AND females.  Look at chapter 5, verse 1, to see what I mean.


Read Gen. 5:1-2


The   translation of the Bible called "The Messenger" states it much clearer when it translates verses 26-27 this way:

God spoke: "Let us make human beings in our image, make them 
      reflecting our nature 
   So they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, 
      the birds in the air, the cattle, 
   And, yes, Earth itself, 
      and every animal that moves on the face of Earth." 
   God created human beings; 
      he created them godlike, 
   Reflecting God's nature. 
      He created them male and female.
(Gen. 1:26-27, The Message)


[And the updated version of the NIV translates it in a similar way:

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them.]

So, this is not the "man first, then woman" creation scenario.  In this scenario God makes them both at the same time.

Finally, verse 31.


Read v. 31


This is a summary statement, as this time God looks over "all that he had made" and he likes it.  All creation, even mankind, was made just like God wanted it to be.
