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Genesis 13

Read vv. 1-2

How wealthy had Abram become?  Look at Gen. 14:14.


Read Gen. 14:14


That's pretty wealthy!  (How many "trained men" are in your household?)  Could it be that the Pharaoh paid him to leave Egypt as quickly as possible?


Read Gen. 13:3-4


Bethel is where Abram first "pitched his tent", first settled down, in the Promised Land.  Look back at Gen. 12:8.


Both times at Bethel, Abram "called on the name of the Lord".  This sanctuary is one of the Bethels in our lives.  We call on the name of the Lord here, in prayer and in song.  I want to give us a chance to do that tonight, to call on the name of the Lord.  I want to play a DVD song for you, and I want to invite you to open yourself to the Lord as we watch it.  Will you join me in opening up your hands to the Lord, and calling on his name?  As the song plays, maybe you'll want to whisper something like, "Come into my heart, Lord."  

Towards the end of the song let's call on the name of the Lord together, and sing the chorus of the song.


[Play iWorship DVD of "Breath".]


Now, wouldn't it be great if we could keep this spirit in us all of the time, 24/7?  But it's not possible, as Abram was about to find out.  Problems are never far away from us.  We have to learn how to shift back and forth between fellowshipping with the Lord and dealing with our problems.  Verse 5.


Read vv. 5-6


Again, Abram was filthy rich!


Read v. 7


We have here a family quarrel, a quarrel over land.  Abram's servants and Lots servants were arguing over who would get the best land to graze their sheep upon.  Nice, huh?  God gave them the land and they're fighting over it.


So, how do God followers settle family quarrels?  Abram is about to show us how.  Verse 8.


Read vv. 8-9


Abram showed us 4 ways to settle family quarrels.  Did you see any of them?  


1st -  Take the initiative to fixing family quarrels.  Write that next to the 1st part of  v. 8 in your Bible.  Abram was the one who identified the quarrel going on in his family.  We need to do the same.  So many people, however, are afraid to "make waves".  But God followers don't live in fear.  So many others sit back and hope "nature takes its course".  But God followers would rather let God take his course.  Family problems do not solve themselves.  Yes, many times taking the initiative can make people get angry at us.  But family problems do not solve themselves.  Remember the words of Jesus:  "Blessed are the peacemakers."

2nd - Remember your family bonds.  Write that next to the 2nd part of v. 8 in your Bible.  What did Abram say to Lot?  "We are brothers."  In other words, he's reminding Lot, "We're not competitors here.  It's not my sheep against your sheep.  We're brothers.  And that should motivate us to work things out."

3rd - Live your life out of an "Abundance Mentality" versus a "Scarcity Mentality".  Write that next to the first part of  v. 9 in your Bible.  I am so greatly to an author named Stephen Covey for showing me this concept.  As the years go by I realize more and more the influence that the concept has had on my thinking.  Let me read to you this excerpt from Covey's book, Principle-Centered Leadership, that I've put on your sermon notes.  And as I read it, think of the quarrel between Abram and Lot, or the quarrel between you and a co-worker, or the quarrel between you and a family member:


"Abundance Mentality.  Our thinking is that there is plenty out there for everybody.  This abundance mentality flows out of a deep sense of personal worth and security.  It results in sharing recognition, profits and responsibility.  It opens up creative new options and alternatives.  It turns personal joy and fulfillment outward.  It recognizes unlimited possibilities for positive interaction, growth and development.


"Most people are deeply scripted in the scarcity mentality.  They see life as a finite pie:  if someone gets a big piece of the pie, it means less for everybody else.  It's the zero-sum paradigm of life.  People with a scarcity mentality have a hard time sharing recognition, credit, power, or profit.  They also have a tough time being genuinely happy for the success of other people - even, and sometimes especially, members of their own family or close friends and associates.  It's almost as if something were being taken from them when someone else receives special recognition or success."  (Steven Covey, Principle-Centered Leadership, pp. 61-62)


Abram asked Lot, "Is not the whole land before you?"  In other words, Abram believed there was plenty for both of them to enjoy and be successful.  We need to think the same way when it comes to our family quarrels.


4th - The best first option to solve any family quarrel, if you can do it, is what marriage counselor David Mace calls capitulation.  Write that word next to the 2nd part of v. 9.  "Capitulation" is giving up our rights to make the other person happy.  It's what Jesus had in mind when he said, "Love your neighbor as yourself," (Mt. 22:39) and "Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant." (Mk. 10:43).  

Abram was the first person in the Bible to model this lifestyle, the lifestyle of a servant to others.  As the eldest, Abram had the legal right to choose which land he would own.  But he gave up that right in order to make Lot happy.  He capitulated to Lot's choice.  


This all sounds nice in theory, but it takes a little practice to get good at it in real life.  David Mace writes this, describing a situation with his wife, Vera:


"There are two kinds of capitulation.  I could capitulate to Vera in a situation where she pestered me and nagged me until, for Pete's sake, I said, 'All right.'  But that doesn't get us anywhere, because the anger is still there, only temporarily suppressed.  So capitulation by pressure is not what we're talking about.  But there is another kind of capitulation.  Vera and I may be in a disagreement about something.  She wants me to go somewhere with her and I say, 'I can't do it.  I'm far too busy.  No, no, no.'  And then I see a little tear in her eyes, and I say to myself, "Oh, I am a mean person.  She wants me to go."  And so I say, 'All right, dear, I'll come with you because I love you and I'll give you this gift.'  You see, capitulation is a loving gift.  It is totally different from capitulation exacted under pressure.

"So the first thing always to consider when you're negotiating a disagreement is can one of you go right over to the side of the other and say, 'Yes, I'll join you where you are'?  And if that can be done it's very nice.  And it is always the first thing to do if possible." (David Mace)

Let's see how Abram's capitulation worked out for him and Lot.  Verse 10.


Read vv. 10-11


Lot obviously was not the leader that Abram was.  Abram capitulated.  What did Lot do?  He took advantage of Abram's kindness.  He chose to live here, in the lush plains of the Jordan River.  Isn't this great land to raise sheep on?  However, looking at the map shows us the danger that Lot inadvertently put himself in by choosing this piece of real estate.  He's going to be living in the land of Sodom and Gomorrah.  In six chapters it's all going to unravel for Lot and his family.  Verse 12.

Read vv. 12-18


And that land became The Promised Land.
