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Genesis 18

In the Middle East it is socially expected of you to show hospitality to strangers.  Hebrews 13:2 goes so far as to say that when we show hospitality to strangers we may even be showing it to angels.  That idea comes from this story, here in Genesis 18.  It was the custom of that day for a traveler to stand at some distance from a person's tent and wait to be invited in.

Read Gen. 18:1-2


Who were these "three men"?  Well, if you'll circle the words "three men" and draw a line up to the words "the LORD appeared" then you have 1/3 of the answer.  Then if you write 19:1 in the margin, then you'll have the other 2/3 of the answer.  Let's read 19:1.


Read Gen. 19:1


Two of the "men" who visited Abraham were angels.  The other "man" is actually the Lord, in the person of Jesus.  Many of the early church fathers believed that the angel was Jesus (Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian to name the major writers).  That's how they interpreted John 8:56.  Let's read that.


Read John 8:56


Seeing one of these three "men" as Jesus explains why 18:1 says, "The LORD appeared to Abraham …"  This just isn't something that you hear very much about.


Usually, in the Bible, angels appear to humans to pass on a message from God to the humans.   The word "angel" means "messenger".  Let's see if these angels have that job assignment.


Read vv. 3-10a


Sure enough!  Jesus and these angels were sent to tell Abraham WHEN Sarah will give birth to their son:  "this time next year".  Yeah!  Now Abraham will know for sure that God has promised him this child, or he just imagined it.  If Sarah doesn't conceive within the next 3-4 months then it's all been for nothing.


Not that Sarah really believed it could happen, in her old age.  She is 90 years old, after all.  Sarah laughed when she heard she would become pregnant.  Sorry, wrong Sarah.  

Sorry again.  

Here we go.  Verse 10b.


Read vv. 10b-11


Which means Sarah has gone through menopause.


Read vv. 12-15


Will you circle the words "Is anything too hard for the LORD?" in verse 14?  That's one of the key verses in the Bible.  Does it sound familiar to your New Testament ears?  When else will we hear an angel say these very same words?  Will you write "Luke 1:37" next to verse 14?  Listen:

Read Luke 1:34-37


Faith is believing that if God wants something to be done then God can make it happen.  What seems impossible to us is possible for God.  That's what makes God "God"!


Can we take a few minutes and meditate on this question:


What seemingly "impossible" thing am I needing from God right now?

Amen.  This has been a happy story up to this point.  But that's about to change.  Verse 16.


Read vv. 16-22


Next, we're going to read the first instance in the Bible of a prayer of intercession.  In the margin next to verse 23 will you write the words "1st ever prayer of intercession", when Abraham prayed for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

To "intercede" for someone is to stand between them and the Lord and someone else and to plead for them on their behalf.   That's what WE do whenever we pray for someone else.  We step between them and God and ask the Lord to help them.  Some people take this prayer ministry seriously and have a prayer notebook, so that they don't forget anyone.  Is that a ministry that you could do?


Let's watch how Abraham did it.  Verse 23.


Read vv. 23-33

It looks like Abraham was changing God's mind here, doesn't it?  What do you think?  Do we change God's mind when we pray for someone else?  


I don't think we change God's mind as much as we free God up to do what he wanted to do all along but couldn't do because of our free will.  This story shows that, at heart, God is merciful to sinners and doesn't want to punish them.  But we only learn this about God because Abraham prayed for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.  John Wesley used to say, "God does nothing but in answer to prayer."  This is why intercessory prayer is soooo important.  Imagine how many people God wants to help, but he can't violate their free will because no one has prayed for them.

