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Genesis 7-8

Read Gen. 7:1-3


It's a good "trick question" to ask someone:  "How many of each kind of animal and bird did Noah bring with him on the ark?"  What will most people say?  Two, right?  Then show them these verses and they'll be amazed at your Bible knowledge!


Why did God tell Noah to bring seven of every clean animal and seven of every bird on to the ark?  Next to verse 2 will your write "Gen. 8:20".  Let's read what it says.


Read Gen. 8:20


The "extra" animals and birds were for sacrifices.  Sacrifices?  What are "sacrifices"?  Well, we know what they are today, but this is the very first time in the Bible that the word "sacrificed" is used.  In this instance, Noah will be offering sacrifices as a thank offering, really.  Only "clean" animals were allowed to be used in sacrifices, "clean" in the sense that they were without blemish and they were on the "okay to eat" list.  How do we know this?  Well, not from anything that we've read in the book of Genesis yet.  The writers of Genesis assumed that their readers understood the whole complex sacrificial system of Judaism because they were actually writing Genesis in a time when that sacrificial system was firmly in place - so they felt no need here in Genesis 8 to explain words that haven't been explained yet.

Any questions?


Back in chapter 7, verse 4, God is about to tell Noah his plan.


Read Genesis 7:4-10


Why is that significant?  Where were all of the animals, birds and reptiles during verse 10?  They were inside of the ark.  And what were Noah and his family  waiting for once the animals entered the ark?  Rain.  How long did it take to rain?  Seven days!!!  Talk about a test of your faith!!!  Imagine the kind of thoughts that entered Noah's mind after 2-3 days of clear skies.  Or after 4-5 days of clear skies.  Or six.  


Verse 11.


Read Genesis 7:11 - 12


In the Bible, "forty" is code language for "a really long time".  How long did Moses live in Midian before God appeared to him in the burning bush?  Forty years.  How long will Israel wander in the wilderness, eating nothing but manna?  Forty years.  How long was Moses up on Mt. Sinai to receive God's laws for his people?  Forty days.  How long did the Israelite spies scout out the promised land?  Forty days.  How long did Jesus fast in the wilderness?  Forty days.  How long did the resurrected Jesus appear to his disciples before being taken up into heaven?  Forty days.  
In the Bible, "forty" is code language for "a really long time".  

Verse 13.


Read Genesis 7:13-16


How did that happen?  How did "the LORD shut him in"?  Verse 17.


Read Genesis 7:17-24


Why so long?  Maybe so that even the birds (who could fly over the flooded waters) would eventually die.


Chapter 8, verse 1.


Read Genesis 8:1-20


What was the very first thing Noah did, once he was on dry ground?  He worshipped God.  What's the very first thing you do after your prayers have been answered?  Noah is a role model for us of what a faithful follower of God looks like.  Worship is "Job One".

Verse 21.


Read 21a

Here's another indicator that this story is an allegory and not meant to be taken literally, word for word.  I mean, does anyone really want to say that God actually smells the smoke of animal sacrifices?  (See "The NIV Application Commentary: Genesis" by John Walton, pp. 322-325, for some other indicators that this story is not to be taken literally.)

Read vv. 21-22


What does God mean "as long as the earth endures"?  Won't the earth endure forever?  No.  One day the earth will be burned and will be replaced with a perfect earth, on the spiritual level of existence.  Next to v. 22 will you write "2Peter 3:10-13".  Let's read it.

Read 2Peter 3:10-13
