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Moses at the Burning Bush

Scripture:  Exodus 2:11 to 4:17

Date:  September 20, 2009


Last week we began this sermon series in Exodus, as I'm preaching on the same verses that our Sunday School kids will also be learning each Sunday.  We began by remembering how God's people, the Hebrews, were made slaves by the Pharaoh, the leader of Egypt - the most powerful country in the world at that time.  Then we looked at how God protected the baby Moses through the cleverness of his mother, the compassion of the Pharaoh's daughter and the courage of his sister.  God's protection of Moses was key, because Moses has a God-given destiny.

Here in Exodus 2:11, Moses is all grown up.  He's received a world-class education in the Pharaoh's palace.  He has his whole life ahead of him, a life of luxury and privilege.  He could listen to his iPod and play his Xbox 'til the sun goes down on the Nile every day, for the rest of his life!  He's got it made!


But.  There's this one annoying part of his identity that has always bugged him.  His mother and his sister have always reminded him, "You may be living in an Egyptian's palace.  But you are a Hebrew.  And our people need you."


Moses, you see, was destined by God to be a rescuer.  

One day, here in Exodus 2:11, Moses leaves the palace and goes to where his people are laboring as Pharaoh's slaves.  And . . . well, let's read it.


Read Exodus 2:11-15

Now, you need to know that Midian was like Tim-Buck-Too to us.  It was, literally, the end of the world, the middle of nowhere, hundreds of miles away from Egypt.  In other words, Moses went to Midian because he knew he could never go back to Egypt.  
He had messed up, royally.  Yes, he was destined by God to be a rescuer of the Hebrews back in Egypt.  But killing that Egyptian wasn't part of God's destiny for him.  He messed up, and he couldn't go back.

Verse 16 tells us that, in Midian, Moses came upon the 7 daughters of a local priest.


Read vv. 16-17


Did you see the word there?  There's the word!  "Moses got up and came to their rescue."  Maybe Moses can fulfill his destiny here, in the middle of nowhere, in Midian!  Yeah!  That's who he is!  Only, this time, he didn't murder anyone doing it.  He just drove the shepherds away, then helped the 7 women by watering their flock.  


When the priest hears of what Moses did, he rewards Moses with a home and one of his daughters.  Moses and Zipporah marry, have a son, and settle down for a good long domestic Midian life together - Moses living the life of a … shepherd.  A shepherd.  A shepherd?  Not that there's anything wrong with being a shepherd, if that's God's will, if that's God's destiny for you.  But that wasn't God's destiny for Moses.  Not ultimately.  For Moses was destined by God to be a rescuer.  


Forty years go by.  Forty more years of God's people living as slaves under the Pharaoh.  Have you ever prayed for something for forty years?  The Hebrews did.  Every day they prayed, "Lord, deliver us!"  

Finally, after forty years, the right time had come.  The Pharaoh who had enslaved them died, and was replaced with another.  This was God's perfect time to act, God's perfect time to call Moses back onto the playing field - only he's going to call Moses in a most unusual way.  We're now in Exodus 3:1.

Read Ex. 3:1-10


How about that?  God is ready to rescue his people, the Hebrews, from their slavery in Egypt.  

And God is going to do it through Moses.

Problem is, Moses doesn't want to do it!  He believes that God spoke to him from that burning bush, yes.  He heard what God wanted him to do, yes.  He just didn't want to do it, (pack up his family in Midian and move all that way back to Egypt), and he gave God three reasons why.


First, he asks God, (in v. 11), "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"

I think that's a good question.  I mean, he might have been someone forty years ago, when he was living in the Pharaoh's palace.  But forty years ago is like the 60's to us.  Reminds me of how lots of kids today had no idea who this Michael Jackson guy was who died.  Reminds me of those commercials for CD's of songs from the 60's you see on TV on Saturday mornings.  They always have someone who was a big star back in the 60's.  But, I'm sorry, that was then.  This is now.  Moses knows that he's a nobody now.


Second, he asks God, (chapter 4, verse 1), "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say,
`The LORD did not appear to you'?"

Another good question.  I mean, just think of what Moses will be telling the Hebrews:  


"Ah, guys, um, can ya'all gather round here a minute?  Yea, um.  My name is Moses.  And I'm a Hebrew just like you.  I know, I've not been a slave like you.  I was sorta raised in the Pharaoh's palace - not the Pharaoh you know today, but the one before him.  Yea, that was 40 years ago.  Where have I been?  Well, uh, I've sorta been sheperding since then, in Midian.  You may have heard of it - about 200 miles, uh, that way.  


"Anyway, uh, you'll never believe this, but, um, God came to me recently - in this bush that was on fire, but wasn't on fire - hard to imagine, I know.  But I heard him?  Yea, I heard him.  And he told me, uh, I'm supposed to lead you guys out of here and go up north about 400 miles to The Promised Land.  


"Who's with me?"


Yikes.  Who IS going to believe this story?


But Moses wasn't done.  He's got one more reason why God MUST have the wrong man.  He says (in v. 10):  "O Lord, I have never been eloquent . . . I am slow of speech and tongue."

What's he saying?  "Lord, I don't speak good!  I stumble and stammer.  I trip over my words like a baby learning to walk.  I can't put two sentences together.  I'm a shepherd, not a shuckster."


Oh, wow.  Has God chosen the right man?  Ya gotta wonder!  He's a nobody shepherd from a nowhere town that nobody's gonna believe because he can't talk his way out of a bad mood.  Wow.


Have you been there?  Here's the thing - before we leave this world, once we became a disciple of Jesus Christ, each one of us has a burning bush.  The burning bush is where God gives us our purpose for being here.  Moses' purpose was to rescue his people.  What's your purpose?  Do you know?  Why are we here?  

[Show DVD "Why are we here?" from SermonSpice.com]


Why are we here?  Are you trying to figure it out?  Are you looking for your burning bush?


A man became depressed over his life.  He complained to his wife, “What’s the point?  My life has no meaning.  I have nothing to live for.”  And his wife bent down, got in his face, and said, “Honey, you have everything to live for.  You have a car payment to live for.  You have a mortgage to live for.  You have the kid’s braces to live for . . .”


Is that why we're here, to pay the bills?  Surely God has more than that for us.

Rick Warren writes:

“You were put on earth to make a contribution.  You weren’t created just to consume resources.  God designed you to make a difference with your life.  While many best-selling books offer advice on how to ‘get’ the most out of life, that’s not the reason God made you.  You were created to add to life on earth, not just take from it.  God wants you to give something back.”  

(The Purpose Drive Life, p. 227)


That’s good stuff.  


The burning bush is where God tells us why we're here, what his purpose for our life is.  For God designed each of us to make a difference with our life.


Let me ask you 5 simple questions.


#1 - Do you believe that you were put on earth to make a contribution, to serve others, and not just to consume resources?


I hope you do!  And if you do, how does God want you to contribute?  How does God want you to serve others?  Have you heard God speak from your burning bush yet?


You know, sometimes God calls us to do short-term things for him.  I think of the five from our church who went to Galveston this past spring and helped in the effort to recover from the massive flooding down there.  Could you have gone with them?  But you chose not to?  Why not?  

I think of those who serve on our Wednesday Family Night Cooking Teams - a simple, short-term, ministry of purely serving others.  Could you volunteer to be on one of these teams?  Will you?  Great!  Let me know, or let Julie Davis know.  What?  You could be on a team, but you choose not to?  Why not?

Do you believe that you were put on earth to make a contribution, to serve others, and not just to consume resources?  Great!  What is God saying from your burning bush?  What is he calling you to do for him?  
In my last church we had Wednesday Family Night too, with a dinner and Bible Study.  Our dinners 45 minutes song, so if you were in the front of line, chances were that you had some time to kill before Bible study began.  One day Dick had a burning bush moment.  He felt that God wanted him to come to Family Night dinner early, get in the front of the line, and then go to our church Library to pray for anyone who came there between 6:00 and 6:30pm.  We called it “The Half Hour of Power”.  And Dick is still doing it today.  Why?  Because it's something he can do, to make a difference, to make a contribution to the world.  He can pray for others.

Can you pray?  How do you respond when someone at work, or at school, tells you about their crummy weekend, or tells you about their sister who has cancer?  Do you do what most people do?  Do you nod your head, get a serious look on your brow, and say, "That's too bad."  OR, do you ask them if you could pray for them, right there, out loud - and you just do it?  You can pray!  Maybe this is what God is asking you to do, to make a difference with your life!

Rick Warren writes:
"The mature follower of Jesus stops asking, ‘Who’s going to meet my needs?’ and starts asking, ‘Whose needs can I meet?’  

Do you ever ask that question?” 

(The Purpose Drive Life, p. 231)

2nd question - How are you using your God-given abilities and passions to serve others?


Are you, for instance, good with numbers and the computer?  Then you would be perfect to relieve Christine Ward of the great work she's done as our church treasurer.  Could you be our new church treasurer?  Is this a contribution you could make?


How are you using your God-given abilities and passions to serve others?  Passions - what gets you excited?  What keeps you up at night?  What really bothers you in this world?  What gets your juices flowing?  These are all indicators of what you might have been designed by God to do here.  These are all potential burning bushes.  For instance:

-    Do you have a heart for children?

· Do you care about saving the seals of Antarctica?  

· Or protecting the rain forests?

· Do you have a passion for telling others about Jesus?

· Or taking care of a sick animal?

· Or studying the Bible and sharing what you learn with others?

· Or helping people with AIDS?


What is your passion?

I read the following conversation somewhere, long ago, and I never forgot it:

A woman meets a man for the first time and says,  “Hi.  My name is Ann.  What do you do for a living?”

The man says, "My name is John and I’m my nephew’s baseball coach.  I try to build character into little boys.”

The woman asks, “Really?  You get paid to do that?”

And the man say, “Oh, no!  I thought you asked me what I did for a living.  I pay the bills by selling cars.”


What do you do for a living?  The things that get you excited, bother you, keep you up at night, get your juices flowing are like burning bushes.  If you listen carefully to them you may just hear God's calling on your life.

3rd question - What experiences have you had that can give hope and motivation to others, and help them to overcome their fears?  So many times, God can use the tragedies of our lives to help others going through the same tragedies.  

Della Marshall is a woman who lives in Monongahela, PA.  She was happily married to Ken Marshall for 43 years when, on Oct. 24th, 2004, Ken Marshall died of lung cancer.  Della was left with an emptiness and a loneliness that only those who have had the same kind of loss can understand.  A friend of hers gave her a book called “When Women Walk Alone”.  It changed her life – the second part of her life.  It inspired her to take her pain, to take the unused love that was left inside of her, and open up her home to other women who were experiencing loneliness too.  She distributed fliers around Monongahela, inviting women who were widowed, or divorced, or never married (women who found themselves alone and lonely) to find an island, a place of refuge, in her home.  

And the women come.  Today, on the first Friday of every month, up to 15 women fill Della Marshall’s living room for almost 3 hours.  There they find people who understand them; they find a place where they can share their loneliness and hurts; they find a support group that keeps what is shared confidential.


Have you gone through a trial in your life that has left you hurt, but not hopeless; wounded, but not weak; tearful, but not torn in two?  Your experience may be just the thing to help someone else.  It could be your burning bush. 

4th - What new, daring, risky and exciting thing will you attempt to do for God in the weeks to come?

Wow, this is so important, to take risks for God!  To let God stretch us beyond our comfort zone!  To be daring!  I think one reason why so many pre-Christians aren't attracted to churches is that churches play it safe so often.  We don't live on the edge, like Jesus did.  We live in the comfortable middle, not wanting to offend anyone, not wanting to scare our insurance company or the Trustees with crazy ideas.  Church life can become so predictable, so routine, so . . . boring!


I want to share an idea that God's been brewing in me for about three months now.  I wonder - how many of you will have the courage to join me in this?  (Not that I'm the most courageous guy on the planet.  But God is tugging on my heart to do this, and he won't rest until I try it.)

I'm feeling that God would like us to try reaching out to some specific neighborhoods.  And I'm feeling that he'd like us to reach out in 3 specific ways:


1st - (after we choose a neighborhood, or two at the most), for each of us to prayer walk around that neighborhood.  That's the easy part - just taking turns walking around the streets of the neighborhood and praying silently for each home.


2nd - concentrating a servant evangelism ministry in that neighborhood.  Last year, for instance, we gave out free smoke detector batteries on the night of Halloween.  We could do that again and hopefully give out batteries to every home in the neighborhood we choose.


3rd - Knock on doors and invite the people to come worship with us.  Wow, can you imagine?


It's kinda risky.  It's kinda daring.  But it's kinda exciting too.  It gets my adrenalin racing, my heart pumping and my stomach turning all at the same time.


What do you say?  Would you like to join me?  Will you be on my "Reaching Out to Neighbors" team?  I need your help.  I can't do it alone.  Will you join me?  If so, let me know today on your way out the door, or by email this week.  Let me know you'll join me.

The last question is this - Who will be in heaven because of you?


Let us pray - 

