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In The Beginning . . . Stories From Genesis
#1 - Creation

Scripture:  Genesis 1:1-27

Date:  February 2, 2009

Go Steelers!


I'm really excited about a new sermon series that I'm believing the Lord wants us to look at, beginning today.  I'm calling this series, "In The Beginning . . . Stories From Genesis".  In this series we'll look at the lives of those great ancestors of our faith, Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Abraham and Sarah, Ben and Jerry - wait, how did that get in here?  And we'll learn, or re-learn, the lessons that they themselves learned the hard way, by living them.

Now, who is the first person we meet in the book of Genesis?  That's a trick question.  It's God.  The very first words of Genesis, of our entire Bible, are these:

"In the beginning God . . ."

In the very beginning of time, the only person who existed was God.  Can we imagine that?  Before there was anything else there was God, pure spirit, existing alone, with no boundaries, no up or down, no left or right.  Just God.  


God always was.  Can we grasp this?  There never was a time when God did not exist.  Can our minds go back that far?  No way.  Our minds are finite, limited, trapped in the boundaries we understand of space and time.  I didn't even know what to put on the screen at this point.  My mind thought of blackness, like the blackness of outer space.  But was there blackness before there was anything but God?  Who knows?  Even the color black is one of our human boundaries.  But God has no such boundaries, no such limits.  God has always existed, even before there were any colors.  God has always existed.  And the ability to do that 
is what makes God, God.  


Yet, God was not happy to exist alone.  We sometimes think, "Oh, if I could only get away - go somewhere all by myself.  That would be great."  And I've had the chance to do that, on various retreats.  And it really IS great . . . for about a day.  Then you begin to long for some human contact.  You may even go into town, to a McDonalds, and try to get real friendly with the person cleaning the table next to you!  Why?  Because there is within each of us, though we may think we're loners, there is within each of us a deep need to be with others.


We got that trait, that family resemblance, from God.  God was all alone.  But he was not happy being alone.  God, by his very nature, desired to be with others, others who would love him freely - not because he programmed them to.


So, God made people.  Ah . . . but first God made a world for people to live in.


Read v. 1


Why did God create this world?  Because God had a goal in mind.  And that goal was the creation of you, and me - people!  God desired a relationship with us!  So he made us a world to live in - with stars, galaxies, deep space, comets, supernovas, nebulas, and planets.  One planet in particular - our blue and green and brown spaceship in a bubble of air, traveling through space at 486,000 miles every hour.   Consider this.  Right now, even now, as we appear to be sitting still in our pews, scientists tell us that our earth is spinning on its axis at a little over 1,000 miles an hour.  Do you feel dizzy?  But that's not all.  Our earth is also orbiting around our sun, at 67,000 miles an hour.  But that's not all.  Our earth is also going with our sun, as our sun orbits around our Milky Way Galaxy at 486,000 miles an hour.  [In addition, one website I read estimated that our entire Milky Way Galaxy is moving together at a speed of 666,000 miles an hour!]  It's no wonder that it's nearly impossible to hit a golf ball straight on this planet.  This is some spaceship!  It's a rocket, really!  And God made this world for us to live on.

Read v. 2


At one time our earth was just a blob of water.  Did you know that?  It wasn't always the ball that it is now.  In the beginning the earth had no shape at all.  It had no distinguishing features.  It was empty and dark -  no place to call "home".  I mean, where would you put the great wall of China?  So God began to shape our world.  His "Spirit" began to hover over the blob.  The word "Spirit" here, in the Hebrew that Genesis was first written in, is a great word.  It's "ruah".  "Spirit" in Hebrew is "ruah".  And you say it with a lot breath in it - wwwwrrrrruuuuuuaaaaahhhhh.  


Can you say that with me?  wwrrruuuuaaahhh.  

The person in front of you is real glad that you didn't eat onions this morning!  

"Ruah" sounds airy and breathy when you say it because the Hebrew word for "spirit" and the Hebrew word for "breath" are the same word.  The first Hebrews understood that God's spirit is like a breath, blowing over our blob, about to do a wonderful thing.


Read vv. 3-5

Have you ever thanked God for the gift of light?  Again, sometimes we wish, "If I could only get away from all the lights of civilization."  And now and again we pull that off, like when we go camping in the mountains, and the stars appear brighter than we ever knew they could.  It's so dark out in the woods at night.  But would we want to live in the dark constantly?  God could have made our world just like that. Would we enjoy life in a dark cave 24/7?  Or under the dark sea, all of the time?  No.  We need light.  Absence of light causes depression in most of us, that's how much we need it.  Thank God for light!


Read vv. 6-8

God has just made our atmosphere, separating the water up in the clouds from the water that's still down on our shapeless planet.  Eventually, we'll need that water up on the clouds, to come down and refresh our planet with rain and snow.  What do you think?  Have we had enough refreshing snow in Erie yet?


Read vv. 9-10


"And God saw that it was good."  He's liking what he's making, like a potter who sits back and admires his first attempt at a pot:  "Pretty good.  Not finished yet.  But a good start."


God called the dry ground that he made "land".  It's where you and I will live one day - when the glaciers are done scraping out this flat piece of Pennsylvania.  We're land people.  We're people of the soil, creators who need to get our hands dirty, like God.  Give us a back hoe and some gasoline and just watch what we can do with soil - make a gigantic hole for the World Trade Towers, make a golf course, even make an entire lake.  Oh, what you and I can do with land. 


Our desire to work the land also came from God.  It's in our DNA.  Every one of us has it - though we adults have learned to squelch it.  But have you ever watch kids at the beach?  Do they just lay there and sleep, and read and tan like we do?  No way.  Kids need shovels and buckets to have fun at the beach.  They can't help it.  It's in their DNA to make things outa dirt.


Next, in verse 11, God makes his first LIVING things:  vegetation that will grow on the land - trees, and tomatoes, and apples, and strawberries.  They're "living" because, (unlike dirt and water):


- they start small and they grow, 

- they respond to external stimuli like light and darkness, 

- they need external sources of energy and water to keep on living.


They're alive!  God's first living things!


And what's more, (and this is SOOOO cool) they all have the ability built within them to not need God anymore.  For God put seeds inside every living thing, so that they could make more living things just like them, on their own.  And God saw that it was good.  Very important.  We'll get to why in a minute.

In verse 14, God makes the sun and the moon, OUR sun and OUR moon.  Ours.  Unique to us.  Helping us see in the day and kinda see in the night.  Night?  Yes, night.  God decided that "all light, all the time" would be just as unhealthy to us as all darkness, all the time.  Ebb and flow.  Rhythmns in life.  Light and dark.  Ebony and ivory.  Yin and yang.  The idea came from God.  And we like it.  We like the natural rhythms of life because . . . it's in our DNA.  We can't help it.  

God looked at the lights he made and saw that they were good.  Very important.  In a minute . . .


In verse 20, God makes his first living creatures that can separate themselves from the earth - fish in the seas and birds in the air.  They don't need to put down roots into the earth that God made.  Did you ever think about that?  This world God gave us is full of life above, below, and on the land.  How incredible it all is!  To fly on the wind for hours at a time.  And to live in the water forever?  Come on!  That's amazing!  We're only now building machines that are allowing us to go to the very bottom of the seas, where a whole new world has been living in darkness from the beginning of time without us.  Amazing.


In verse 24 God makes the land animals:  livestock like cows and goats; and creatures that move along the ground like snakes and mice; and wild animals like elephants and tigers.  Remember, this was all for us, all for us to work with and enjoy and use in this world.


And look at the end of verse 25:  "And God saw that it was good."

God likes this world that he has made.  His Book says so.  That's important, because there have been religions over the years that have said just the opposite.  They have said that matter, the earth, the water, the animals, all matter is evil and is an illusion.  Buddhism tries to tell people this.  A Buddhist looks at all physical matter as an illusion.  He calls it "maya", which he learned from his Hindu ancestors.  And his goal is to free himself from any attachment to the things of this world, because the things of this world are not only an illusion, they are bad.  They only lead to desire and ambition and evil.  All matter is evil in the religion of Buddhism.

But the Bible teaches us differently.  The Bible teaches us that God looked at what he had made and saw that it was good.  This world is real, not an illusion.  And this world is good, not evil.  And we, apparently, agree!  Did you ever ask yourself why Christians bring plants into their sanctuaries?  Why do we have flowers and bushes all around us when we worship God?  Because God looked at what he had made and saw that it was good.  Christians are pro-matter, pro-environment.  We understand that God gave us this world, the land, the seas, the air and the wildlife, for us to use and enjoy on this spacecraft planet Earth!  In response, we take care of this world, because God made it, and it IS good.  It is VERY good.  To watch a sunset over Lake Erie.  That's real.  To pick flowers and look deep into each one.  That's good.  To enjoy a salad picked straight from your garden, or a T-bone steak right off the grill.  To swim with the fishes over a corral reef.  To see the Grand Canyon.  It's all good.  And it's all for us.  It's all for us!

For God's crowning achievement, the one for whom all of this world was made, was man.  Verse 26.


Read vv. 26-27


A lot of people have asked me over the years, "Who was God talking to?  Why does he say, 'Let US make man in OUR image'?  Who was he talking to?"


The answer may surprise you.  For, as it turns out, God did the talking when he created the world.  But it was Jesus who did the actual creating.  God was talking to Jesus!  That's who the "us" is, God and Jesus.  We were made in their image.

How do I know that?  Because of the gospel of John, chapter one.  In John, chapter one, Jesus is called the "Word".  But that's just an English translation of a word that John wrote in Greek.  In the Greek that John knew, Jesus was called the "logos".  In John's world, "logos" is the force that created and holds everything in this world together.  Look at the pew you're sitting on.  What prevents it from just crumbling underneath you?  Logos - the invisible force that holds all molecules together.  If you step outside right now and put your hand in the snow it will be cold because it's frozen water.  What makes water that's below 32 degrees freeze?  An invisible force that the Greeks called Logos, the mind of God, ordering all things.  Water will always freeze at 32 degrees.  You can count on it.  Logos makes it happen.  And the earth will always rotate, from west to east (if Erie is in the north).  You can count on it, because of logos.  Why don’t planets just spin out of their orbits wildly?  What makes stars appear in the same sky during the same seasons of the years?  What makes a Bible fall downwards if you let it go?  Logos does, God’s mind, keeping order in the universe that it created.

Well, John begins his gospel with a startling revelation.  Jesus is the logos, which in English we call the "Word".

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

(John 1:1-3)
Jesus created the world around us, at the command of God the Father.  That's why we put this picture on the cover of the bulletin.  In the beginning, God did the talking, "Let there be light!"  But it was Jesus who did the creating.  He is the Word, the logos, that made everything and holds everything together.
The apostle Paul told us the same thing.  Look at this:

He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
 (Colossians 1:15-17)
Jesus was with God from the very beginning of time, making all things that God told him to make.  So, when God says, "Let us make man in our image" he means in the image of himself and Jesus.  

You and I, men and women, girls and boys,              are made in the image of God.  No other creature can make that claim.  We are the highest of God's creations because only we are made in his image.  

But what does it mean to be made in the image of God, and the image of Jesus?  Ah, there's the best question.  But I have to warn you.  When you hear the answer to this question, you'll never suffer from low  self-esteem again.  Sorry.  When you hear the answer to this question you'll never think of yourself as anything less than the magnificent creation, the amazing work of art, God's masterpiece, that you are.  Is that okay?   

What does it mean to be made in the image of God, and the image of Jesus?  It means that inside of us, beneath the physical, on the level of our spirit, we are just like God.  You and I, deep inside of us, are just like God!  


For instance, the Bible says that, "God is love."  You and I can love, because we're made in God's image.  That may seem like no big deal to you.  But that's only because you've forgotten - only YOU are made in the image of God.  No other of God's creations can love.  Animals can't love.  They can cozy up to you, and come when you call them.  But did you ever watch a dog after its owner has gone on vacation, how quickly they attach to a new owner?  It's crazy.  Dogs are loyal - until we go to Disney World for two weeks.  Then they cozy up to whoever is feeding them.  Animals can't love.  I don't mean to offend anyone, but only humans can love, for only we are made in the image of God.

And only we build things for the fun of it.  Insects build things for sure, like spider webs and honey combs.  Birds make bird nests.  Beavers make dams.  But only humans make things for the fun of it.  The tall tower down at Dobbins Landing, for instance?  Did anyone need that tower?  No.  It was built just because it's fun to go up there and look around.  Same with Jerry Uht Park, or the Tullio Arena.  They're just fun, reflections of the image of God in us.  As God is hard wired to love and to build, so are we.  


You and I can also think.  Did you ever . . . think about that?  You can think.  You can even think about thinking - people make a living thinking about thinking every day!  Why can you think?  Because you are made in God's image.  God thought . . . and the world was created.  You and I think and letters are written, or paintings are painted, or cabinets are built, or numbers are multiplied, or blood pressures are measured, or dinner is made.  You and I think.  And we use our thinking to plan.  Animals don't plan.  Fish don't plan.  Birds don't plan.  But we plan.  We plan what we'll be doing this year, this summer, this month, this evening after the Steelers' win.*  We plan the future, and we remember the past.  You and I use our minds and suddenly, in our minds, we're 10 years old again.  We're playing ball with our friends again.  We're going on our first date again.  Nothing else in all of God's creation can think like you and I think, for no one else was made in the image of God.


But even more important than any of these things - the God-given ability to love, to build, to think - even more important than any of these, to be made in the image of God means to have a soul that will live forever; a soul that can communicate with our Creator in ways that are deeper than words; a soul that Jesus gave his life for on the cross.  Only humans have a soul. Only humans pray.  Only humans have faith.  For only humans, you and I, are made in the image of God.


Amen.
________

* The Steelers did win Super Bowl 43 by the score of 27-23.
