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In The Beginning . . . Stories From Genesis

#2 - Adam & Eve

Scripture:  Genesis 3:1-13

Date:  February 9, 2009


Last Sunday we began a new sermon series called "In the Beginning . . . Stories From Genesis", and we looked at when God created the world.  I need to make one correction from last Sunday's sermon.  When looking at how part of being made in the image of God means that we humans have the ability to think, I suggested that we may be thinking, for example, of what we'll be doing to celebrate the Steelers' win in the Super Bowl by a score of 27 to 17.  That was wrong.  The actual score was 27 to 23.  I apologize for that error, and will try to be more careful in the future.  lol


So, we come next to the story of Adam and Eve.  We can all see ourselves in this story.  Every person can see themselves in Adam, every person can see themselves in Eve.  And that's the beauty of this story.  We can all relate to both of them.  

For me, the best way to look at this amazing story is to look for the lessons that God wants us to glean from it.  And isn't that the point of all of the stories in the Bible?  They're not here just for information.  They're here for us to relate to, and to learn from.


So, what are the lessons of the story of Adam and Eve?  Oh, they are many!  Let's begin with chapter 2, 

verse 15.


Read Gen. 2:15


Let's call that Lesson #1.  Would you like to fill in the blanks as we go, on this page? 
Lesson #1 - Work is a blessing from God

I know that that's really difficult to believe on Monday mornings, or when the boss lays impossible demands on you, or when co-workers get raises instead of you, or when people at work are annoying.  But those are just ways that we humans mess up work.  In itself, work is a blessing from God.  All you need to do is get laid off to know what a blessing it is to have a reason to get out of bed in the morning.

Sometimes we yearn for a vacation and think, "If I only didn't have any work to do, I'd be soooo happy."  There's a song called "Spark of Creation" from the musical "Children of Eden" that goes:

We think all we want is a lifetime leisure
Each perfect day the same
Endless vacation
Well that's alright if you're a kind crustacean 
But when you're born with an imagination
Sooner of later you're feeling the fire get hotter and higher
The spark of creation!!!

God did not make us to be idle.  We said last week that it's in our God-given DNA to build things, as God did when he built the world.  That's work.  God didn't make us to watch TV all day, or to fill the hours of the day by shopping, or surfing the internet.  He made us to work.  We have tons of work, ministry opportunities, here at our church that are just waiting for people to step forward and do.  For instance, I'd love to begin a lay hospital and nursing home visitation ministry, to supplement the visiting that I do.  I'm only one person.  If 5-10 others would help me in this work it'd be so much better!  Will that be you?  Let me know if you're interested.  We can get you started this week!
Verse 16.


Read vv. 16-17

Lesson #2 - God asks us to live within the limits that he has set for our own good.

Limits.  We don't like limits.  But any good parents sets limits on their kids.  Limits like:


- don't go near the water


- don't touch the stove


- don't climb up the front of the TV


Here's the challenge.  God created us with curiosity.  This is good.  And created us with the ability to take risks.  This is also good.  But . . . he also created us with free will.  We are not his robots.  We can live, by his grace, any way we want to.  And many times we use our God-given curiosity and ability to take risks in dumb ways, ways that go beyond the limits God has set for us.  This is what "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil" is all about.  It's the temptation to use our freedom to think we know best, and to go beyond the limits that God, our heavenly parent, has set for us.  It's deciding on our own what is good for us, and what might be evil for us, instead of simply trusting our heavenly parent, God.


We humans do this all the time, both with our earthly parents and with God.  Can I give you an example?  One limit that any good parent gives their children today is this - do not give out your name, age, sex or address to strangers on the internet.  Don't even think about it.  Just don't do it.


Yet, children are curious by nature.  And risk takers by nature.  And they sometimes think they know what's good for them and what could be evil for them.  So they, sometimes, go beyond the limits their parents set.  They eat from "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil".  And they give out information to strangers who they think are their friends on the internet.  And they all too often pay the price for going beyond their limits.


A 14-year-old upstate New York girl went on MySpace last year looking for new friends.  She was lured to a meeting with two men and was raped.

A 15-year-old Pennsylvania girl was lured to a
meeting by an adult MySpace user, kidnapped, and sexually assaulted. The adult MySpace user is awaiting trial on 12 charges of unlawful sexual conduct with a minor. 


A 15-year-old Texas girl was lured to a meeting, drugged and assaulted by an adult MySpace user. Houston police officers and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents located the girl. The adult MySpace user later pled guilty to sexual assault and is serving a 10-year sentence in a Texas penitentiary. 

A 14-year-old New York girl was lured to a meeting by an adult MySpace user, severely intoxicated with alcohol, had illicit drugs forced upon her, and then was sexually assaulted by the adult MySpace user and his adult friend. The friend of the adult MySpace user pled guilty and is now in a New York penitentiary.

Any good parent sets limits on their children, and parents today need to make it so clear to their kids that they are to NEVER give out either their name, age, sex or address to strangers on the internet - or make arrangements to meet them.  

But it happens.  It's the story of Adam and Eve all over again, children who think they know what is good and what is evil for them, and going past the limits set by their parents.  It usually happens for the same reason that Adam and Eve went beyond their God-given limits - because of some "snake" in their life, tempting them to challenge their parents.

Chapter 3, verse 1


Read Gen. 3:1 

Lesson #3 - There will always be snakes in our lives, that question & exaggerate God's limits on us

For the girl, or boy, on the internet it may be a friend from school who says their parents don't understand how safe sites like MySpace are.  Or it may be the cyberstalker themselves doing what the snake did here.  Did you notice that the serpent exaggerated God's limit on Adam and Eve?  
 
"Did God really say, `You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

No, that's not what God said.  But this is a trick of snakes.  They try to confuse us by exaggerating the limits placed on us.  So, you can picture a cyberstalker telling a kid, "Man, your parents don't want you talking to anybody on the computer, do they?"  No, that's not what their parents said.  They only said that they weren't to give out personal information to, or arrange to meet with, a stranger.

Snakes are all around us, and we need to be so careful.  Eve responds to the exaggeration in verse. 2


Read vv. 2-3


"You must not touch it"?  Where did that come from?  Did God ever tell Adam and Eve that they couldn't touch the tree?  No.  Eve got that wrong.  The problem was she received the tree information second hand.  God didn't give his instructions to Eve directly.  He gave them to Adam.  And Adam passed them on to Eve.


That makes us just like Eve.  Has anyone here ever heard the Bible told to them directly by God himself?  No.  We're all like Eve, hearing what God's limits on us are second hand, by reading them in the Bible.
 
That means, just like Eve, if we aren't real careful, we can get the information wrong.  We'll get it wrong if we don't know God's Word.  Eve misquotes God here just as many Christians misquote the Bible today.


Many Christians think they're quoting the Bible, for instance, when they say, "Money is the root of all evil."  But that's not what the Bible says.  The Bible says, "The love of money is the root of all evil."  There's a big difference!  We need to know the Word!

Other Christians think the Bible says, "God helps those who help themselves."  But that's not in the Bible!  It was Benjamin Franklin who said that.


Many Christians believe the Bible says, "God will never give you more than you can bear."  And they tell people that, especially in funeral homes, or after some tragedy:  "God will never give you more than you can bear."  I really don't like when I hear this.  First of all, that's not what the Bible says.  This quote is a poor paraphrase of 1Corinthians 10:13, which says that God will never let us be tempted beyond what we can bear.  ("God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.")    But, secondly, this misquote gives people the impression that all of our trials come from God.  They do?  Really?  Aren't many of the trials we go through our own fault?  Or the fault of someone else?  Why blame God by saying, "God will never give you more than you can bear"?  That's not what the Bible says, and it makes God look pretty mean.

Why am I making such a big deal of this?  Because when we don't know the Word of God, (like Eve, when we start misquoting God), any snake can come along and trick us into questioning what God has said.  And that's exactly what the serpent did with Eve.  Verse 4.

Read vv. 4-5

Lesson #4  - 

The snakes in our lives will always challenge the consequences of going past God's limits on us

You can just picture a cyberstalker telling a 14 year old kid, "Nothing's gonna happen if we meet at the beach.  Come on, we'll have a good time."


And it's not just kids that have snakes in their lives.  Adults have these kinds of snakes too, don't we?  And they're always questioning God's limits on us, exaggerating the limits, and challenging the consequences if we were to go past the limits:


"Hey, let's go to the bar.  Let's get crazy tonight."


"No, I promised my wife I'd be home tonight."


"Man, she never lets you have ANY fun, does she?"


"No, she's not like that.  Well . . . maybe a little.  But she's just worried about me getting' home, and what the kids will see if I get wasted in front of them again."


"Ah, come on.  Nothing's gonna happen."

What's that?  That's the snake all over again:  questioning the limits God puts on us, exaggerating those limits, and challenging the consequences of those going beyond those limits.  It happens all the time.  Adam and Eve are all of us:

“Come on up to my room.  We’ll only do it once."


"No, I'm not allowed."


"Man, your parents don't want you to grow up.  Come on.  You won’t get pregnant.  Not doing it just once.”  Snakes.


“You should take it.  You need it.  How's this company gonna know if one piece of equipment is missing?  You won’t get caught.”


“Do you know how many tax audits the government would have to do to get to you?  Come on, everybody has their tax loop holes.  This one's yours.  It worked for my husband and me.  There’s no way they’ll find out.”  


“What?  Are you saying that you NEVER take drugs?  What are you a saint, or somethin'?  You don't need to worry.  You won’t get hooked.  These pills are not narcotic.”


Snakes.  Questioning the limits God puts on us, exaggerating those limits, and challenging the consequences of going beyond those limits.  That's what snakes do. 


Eventually, Eve gives in to the snake.  The beauty of the fruit didn't help.  Verse 6.


Read vv. 6-7


"The fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom."

Lesson #5 - All sin is appealing, fun, attractive & exciting


 Why do we sin so much?  One reason is that the land beyond the limits God sets for us looks so good!  The cyberstalker describes a land where there's someone who cares about them, who understands them, who knows what they're going through, who will listen to them and be their friend.  That sounds pretty good when you're a lonely 15 year old.  

It's an old, old, story.  Drug looks good when you're looking for excitement, or a new group of friends.  Stealing looks good when the bills aren't being paid.  Lying looks good when it opens so many doors.


All sin is appealing, fun, attractive and exciting.  That's why we do it!  Verse 8.


Read v. 8

Lesson #6 - Going beyond our limits always results in guilt and avoidance of the one who gave us the limits

Kids know they've done something they shouldn't when they give out personal information to strangers on the internet.  So they begin avoiding their parents.  They don't want their parents to know about this secret life they've created, that's so exciting and new.  So they avoid them.  They find reasons to be late for supper, to not watch the old shows with the family anymore, to not go with them to the store on Saturdays.


In the same way, when we go beyond the limits God has set for us, we feel guilty.  God made us that way.  He put a conscience inside of every one of us.  And when we have a guilty conscience we no longer do the things we used to do that drew us closer to God.  We don't go to church as much anymore.  We don't pray.  We don't read the Bible.  We don't hang around with Christians.  We're like Adam and Eve, trying to hide from God in the bushes.

But, thank God, we have a Father who will never let us go.  Verse 9.


Read vv. 9-11


Why did God ask them, "Where are you?"  He knew where they were.  And why did God ask Adam, "Have you eaten from the tree?"  He knew that they had.  So why ask these questions?

Lesson #7 - God will always give us the chance to admit our sin to him, to stop doing it, and to ask for God's forgiveness

God isn't an ogre who wants to bust us.  God is our loving, heavenly Father who wants to restore us and make us whole, and safe again.  When we go beyond a limit he has set for us our conscience will set off an alarm inside of us.  That's God giving us a chance to come clean, to confess to him what we did, and to stop doing it, for our own good.


But, many times, we'd rather blame someone else than admit our own faults.  Verse 12.


Read v. 12


How do you like that answer?  What's he doing?  He's throwing Eve under the bus, isn't he?  That show us our last lesson:

Lesson #8 - Sinners often blame others when they're caught in sin, instead of admitting what they've done       



We hear it all the time.


"My parents don't love me.  This is their fault."  
Or, "I knew it was risky.  But he told me I'd be safe."


Or, "They made me drink it."


Or, "They made me smoke it."


Or, "If they paid me more then I wouldn't have stolen from them."

It’s a whole lot easier to blame someone else whenever we cross the line, eat from the tree, touch the stove, and get burnt.  But have you ever looked at your bottom three fingers whenever you point the blame at someone else?  Most of your fingers are pointing the blame at you!  3 fingers to 1.  You lose.


Eve does the same thing.  Verse 13.


Read v. 13


We can always find someone else to blame:  our boyfriend, our girlfriend, our teacher, our parents, the government, or society.


But healing comes, and innocence is restored, when we can admit our sins to God and trust him to forgive us.  If you read on you’ll see that Adam and Eve couldn’t do that.  And God punished them for it.  God always punishes unconfessed sin.  God always punishes unconfessed sin.


But hear this good news!  God always forgives sins that we admit to him.  1John 1:8 says – 


“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”







(1John 1:8-9)

How cool is that?  God offers us a fresh new start.  A total soul make over.  A cleansing – IF we can be honest, and admit that we went past one of his limits.  God can do this because of Jesus.  This is why Jesus died on the cross.  He paid the price for our mess ups, for our sins.  He was punished in your place for what you’ve done.  He died in my place for what I’ve done.  And by his stripes we are healed!


The healing begins with honesty.  Are you ready to be honest with God, and confess your sins, your mess ups, to him?  As we prepare our hearts to do just that, I'd like us to sing a song called, “Here Is My Heart”.  

After we sing I want to invite us to pray silently, confessing our sins to the Lord, asking for his forgiveness through the blood of Jesus.  As we sing, you may want to come forward and kneel at the communion rail, in a spirit of humbleness before the Lord.  If you're led to do that, to come forward as we sing, I invite you to come and kneel.


[Sing song.]


Prayer of Confession.

