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In The Beginning . . . Stories From Genesis

#6 - The Call of Abram

Scripture:  Genesis 12:1-5

Date:  March 8, 2009


Our story from Genesis today is the story of when God first called Abraham, (whose name then was just Abram), to move from his life of luxury in Haran up north to life of sacrifice in Canaan, down south.  God is doing a new thing here.  God has given up trying to be the Shepherd of the whole human race.  Instead, he has decided to work with just one group of people; one group of people to whom he will reveal his laws for living, called the "Ten Commandments"; one group of people whom he will call his own.


This story is the beginning of that process.  For God is calling Abram to be the father of this group, God's own people, Israel - beginning in Genesis 12:1

Read Genesis 12:1-5


L:  The Word of God for the people of God.


P:  THANKS BE TO GOD!


God was doing a new thing here.  And he was starting with a blank slate, for he was starting with a man who had no children yet - a total embarrassment back in those days.  But God had plans for Abram, and his wife Sarai.  From them would come a son, (Isaac), who would give birth to a son, (Jacob), who would give birth to 12 sons, who would become the leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel.

If he was willing, Abram would be the first, the father to a whole new group of people, God's chosen people.  But his fathership would come at a cost.  To make this plan possible God asked Abram, in verse one, to give up three things:  his country, his people and the comfort of his wealthy father's estate.  For Abram wasn't from Canaan - what we call "Israel" today.  Chapter 11, verse 31 tells us that he was from Haran, 300 miles to the north.  And life was good, up north.  Verse 5 reminds us that Abram was extremely wealthy.  He owned not only great possessions, but he also owned slaves, a common practice in those days. Abram was a man of influence up north, used to getting his own way.  At the snap of a finger, slaves would come and attend to his every need, up north.


But God's plan was for Abram to begin a new people down south, in the land of Canaan.  "The land of Canaan" - a green, fertile, land for sure.  But also a land filled with Canaanite soldiers who would defend their country from squatters, and Canaanite farmers who would not happily give up their land to this stranger.  In other words, Abram was being asked to give up a happy, comfortable, secure life up in Haran to travel 300 miles south to a place he'd never been, to take possession of a land he did not own, and to have children with a wife who (so far) could not conceive.

Sound like a plan?


There are at least two lessons that I believe God wants us to see from this story.  If you'll turn to your sermon notes, you can fill in the the blanks.  


Lesson #1 - Just as God called Abram back then, God CALLS his people even today to do great things for him.  Sometimes that may mean he needs us to leave what is comfortable and familiar to try something that is also scary, risky, uncomfortable and costly.  But God calls his people to do great things for him.  And when God calls, you have to answer.  Because it's only by answering God's call that we find the purpose for our lives.

Back in 1996 my family and I were very happy living and serving in West Springfield, about 25 minutes west of here.  (Can I tell you this story again?)  My two churches were doing well.  My kids were doing well in their schools.  Everything was familiar and comfortable.


One day I had some spare time before visiting a parishioner in Hamot.  So I went down to Dobbins Landing for my morning prayer time.  And as I was staring out at the bay, I heard a voice tell me four distinct words:  "GET OUT OF TOWN."  In his humorous way, God was telling me that it was time to ask the District Superintendent to move me.  Now, remember, I was happy in West Springfield.  My family was happy in West Springfield.  Everything was good there.  Things were hummin'.  But God called me to move:  "GET OUT OF TOWN."

But he didn't just call me.  With fear and trepidation I told my wife about what I'd heard.  She was very happy in West Springfield.  But she said to me, "I've been waiting for you to tell me this for two weeks."  Cool.  Then, with fear and trepidation, we both told our kids that we were moving.  And to our shock they both started asking questions about what their new home would be like, and would they have their own rooms, and what kind of school would they have.


God had prepared all four of us, in our own ways, to hear his call - to leave the comfortable and familiar and to try something that is scary and uncomfortable.  And so we did.

Because here's the thing - when it's God who calls you, you have to answer.  For it's only by answering God's call that we find God's purpose for our lives.


Is God calling you today?  I know that he is!  He has great things that he wants ALL of his people to do for him!  I don't know what he's calling you to.  But have you been listening to God's voice lately, calling you to do some type of ministry for him?  


I had lunch this week with a good friend who shared with me how they had personally helped someone financially for over 10 years.  They felt God calling them to do this, to help this person out financially.  They were reluctant at first.  But when God calls, you have to answer.  Because it's only by answering God's call that we find God's purpose for our life.  And they did, taking care of this person for over 10 years.

A couple of years ago Mike Leins' life changed dramatically with his illness which has forced him to not be able to work.  But that doesn't mean God has stopped calling him.  In some ways, Mike has become more useful for God than he ever has.  Most recently, Mike has heard God call him to begin our Prayer Shawl ministry here.  I found him teaching Dee Hiles how to make a shawl just this week.  How many lives will be touched by Mike Leins in the years to come, through the great things God is calling him to do?  How many lives will be touched by YOU, because you've heard God call you, and you said, "Yes"?

I put in the bulletin some possible ways that God might be calling you today.  Do one of these strike a chord in your spirit?  

- to begin doing "hands on" work with the poor, such as at the City Mission, or the Rainbow Connection.


- to begin doing "hands on" work to save our planet from destruction, such as working with the Tom Ridge Environmental Center, or the W. Pa. Conservancy.


- to begin making efforts at mending torn relationships in your life, starting with your forgiveness of others.

What is God calling you to do for him?


- to begin working on Tuesday mornings with the Men's Work Group?


- to join us the next time we go door to door in our community?


What is God calling you to do for him?  


A few weeks ago I invited you to join me in visiting people from our church who are in the hospital, and in our nursing homes.  Three of you responded to that call:  Gordon Evans, Hazel Hydeman and Pearl Goss.  And I want to commission these three for this ministry now.  "Commissioning" means that they have the authority of our congregation to represent you when they visit.  This is a privilege and a responsibility, symbolized by this nametag.


[Do the Commissioning.]

What is God calling you to do for him?  


- to change your career to one that helps people 24/7?


- to become an ordained minister?  Some people laugh at that calling.  They think, "Why would I want to be a minister?"  But it's not about what you or I want.  It's about what God wants.  When God calls, you have to answer.  Because it's only by answering God's call that we find God's true purpose for our lives.


What is God calling you to do for him?  


- become a regular visitor in a nearby Nursing Home?


- deliver Meals on Wheels?


- become a Missionary overseas?  Remember, it's not about what you or I want.  I'm sure that Abram didn't want to move his entire life 300 south to a strange land.  Instead, it's about what God wants.  What does God need you to do for him?

The story of Abram is the story of how God calls people to do great things for him.  

But it's also a story about obstacles.  That's Lesson #2 - whenever we determine to follow God's call OBSTACLES will always pop up.  (You can fill in that blank.)  My Life Application Bible has great footnotes in it.  If you're looking for a great Bible, I recommend this one, the Life Application Bible.  One of the footnotes below Genesis 12 says something that is soooo true:
"Many believers find that when they

determine to follow God

they immediately encounter great obstacles."

(Life App. Bible, fn to Gen. 12:10)


All you have to do is ask Abram to see that this is true.  Verse 4 tells us that Abram did as the Lord called him to do.  He left the comfort of Haran and traveled to the dangerous land of Canaan, 300 miles south.  

[Show "The Hope" DVD, from the beginning of chapter 5, "Blessed To Be A Blessing".  Stop it right after the female narrator says, "But Abraham obeyed God just the same, and led his people to the land of Canaan."]


Good for Abram!  He answered God's call!  Verses 6-9 list a whole bunch of towns that Abram passed through.  He was doing what God called him to do, moving south!


But, then, look at verse 10 - 


Read Gen. 12:10


Are you kidding me?  A famine?  A famine?  Abram has to be wondering, "Uh, God.  What kind of place have you led me to?  We had food comin' out of our ears up in Haran.  Life was perfect up there!  Lord,  I've moved my wife, my nephew, my slaves and all of my possessions down here . . . for this?  A famine?  Are you kidding me?"


Remember:
"Many believers find that when they

determine to follow God

they immediately encounter great obstacles."


I want to tell you, this is so true.  You may be hearing God calling you, for instance, to knock on your neighbor's door each morning, just to connect with them in some way.  And one morning you summon up the courage to do it.  You walk over to their house, armed only with the love of Jesus in your heart.  You knock on their door, and . . . nothing.  No one answers.  What?  That's crazy!  They're always home.  Not today.

So, you walk back to your home.  You'll try again later.  But later never comes.  You get phone call after phone call, and then you have to run to the store, and then Governor Rendell stops by for a visit.  Before you know it, it's 9:00 at night, too late to knock on their door now.  But you'll try again in the morning.


The morning comes, and you wake up . . . with a scratchy throat.  Wouldn't you know it?  Governor Rendell gave you a cold!  So, now you're sick for a few days.  But when you get better, (either in a week if you take medicine, or in 7 days if you don't), you'll walk over and knock on their door.


But just as you get better you learn that your 
neighbor is going to stay with their son in Mozambique for a month.


Oh man!  This is so frustrating!


But, hey, you should be encouraged!  If this kind of thing is happening to you - you're following God's call only to have obstacle after obstacle get in your way - if you've moved to Canaan only to find a famine in the land, I want you to know - that just means that you're on the right track!  For:
"Many believers find that when they

determine to follow God

they immediately encounter great obstacles."


Don't give up!  Adjust.  

Don't quit.  Go to Plan B.  

Don't bale.  Be flexible.  

That's what Abram did.  Instead of staying in Canaan, (where the famine was), Abram just kept going south to Egypt, where there was plenty of food.  Plan B.

Listen!  This is so worth it.  Once you overcome the obstacles, you are going to make such a difference in peoples' lives!

Author Robert Fulghum was attending a two week seminar on the Greek culture, in Gonia Greece, when the seminar leader asked, "Are there any questions?"  Now, being a former minister, Robert Fulghum is sort of a wise guy.  So he asked the seminar leader, "Dr. Papaderos, what is the meaning of life?"


Everyone laughed.  Simple question, right?  Fulghum fully expected the good doctor to blow him off, and move on.  But, instead, he held up his arm to quiet the room, and stared at Fulghum for a long time, measuring if he was really serious, or not.  (Don't cast your pearls before swine, right?)  After a long silence, he reached into his wallet, and pulled out a small, round mirror, about the size of a quarter.  And then he said this:


"When I was a small child, during the war, we were very poor.  One day I found a broken piece of a mirror.  And by scratching it on a stone I made it round.  I began to play with it as a toy and became fascinated by the fact that I could reflect light into dark places where the sun would never shine - in deep holes and crevices and dark closets.  It became a game for me to get light into the most inaccessible places I could find.

"I kept that little mirror, and I would take it out in idle moments and continue the challenge of the game.  As I became a man, I grew to understand that this was not just a child's game but a metaphor for what I might do with my life.  I came to understand that I am not the light, or the source of light.  But light - truth, understanding, knowledge - is there, and it will only shine in many dark places if I reflect it.


"I am a fragment of a mirror whose whole design and shape I do not know.  Nevertheless, with what I have I can reflect light into the dark places of this world - into the black places in the hearts of men -  and change some things  in some people."


Why are you here?  What light can you shine for Jesus in this dark world?

What is God's purpose for your life?  

What is God calling you to do for him? 


[Pause.]


Are you listening?


[Pause.]


What is God calling you to do for him?

[Pause.]


Are you willing to overcome any obstacle to answer that call?

Let us pray - 

