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“Is The World Going to End on May 21, 2011?”

Scripture:  Matthew 24

Date:  May 8, 2011


There is a Christian organization* that has spent an enormous amount of money this year promoting an idea.  The idea is this.  Two Saturdays from now, on May 21st, 2011, they believe the Bible tells us that it will be Judgment Day.  On that day, May 21st, every true Christian on the planet will be taken up into heaven – an event called the “rapture”.  On that day God will, in their words, shut the door of salvation on the world.  Those who are not raptured on May 21st  will experience “the awful judgment of God” in “a horrible period of five months of torment upon the earth”.  Then, five months later, “October 21, 2011 will be the last day of the earth’s existence,” as God will destroy the earth on that day.

Now, good intentioned people have predicted the end of the world for 2,000 years.  Why would I preach on this group’s predictions?  For four reasons.  First, because of the enormous amount of money that this group has spent promoting this idea.  From DVD’s to slick mailings, to door to door visitations and even to this week’s PennySaver, this group has put their money where their beliefs are – so I think we should take those beliefs seriously.  Second, because of the absolute certainty that this group is declaring their beliefs.  Most groups who predict the end of the world are not as clear, unequivocal, and confident as this group – making their predictions down to the day.  This group makes statements like, “There is no possibility that God will not follow through on His intention to destroy the world in 2011.”  That doesn’t leave much wiggle room.  Third, this group’s claims give me, and any preacher who wants to take it, the chance to teach what the Bible really says about the end times, and when they will happen.  And the fourth reason why I’m preaching on this group’s predictions – we’ll be on vacation on May 21st.  And if we don’t come back . . . at least you’ll know where we’ve gone.

I want to look at some of the claims that this group makes, and then look at what the Bible actually says.  Their main claims can be broken down into 3 major points:


#1 – This group claims to have a secret wisdom that no one else has.  They write things like this:  “At this time, information is coming forth from the Bible which clearly reveals God’s plan for Judgment Day and the end of the world.  The Bible has opened up its secrets concerning the timeline of history.  This information was never previously known.  However, now in our present day, God has opened up His Word to reveal a great deal of truth concerning the end of time.”  Whenever anyone tells you that they have a knowledge that has previously been hidden for 2,000 years RUN FROM THEM AS QUICKLY AS YOU CAN!!!  This is a mistake that people have been making forever, saying that God has given to their group secret knowledge that most of the world doesn’t have.  God doesn’t work that way.  God has revealed everything he had to reveal in the Bible 2,000 years ago, and it’s all been in plain sight for everyone to see.  There are no “secrets” with God.

#2 – The secret knowledge that has supposedly been revealed to this group of Christians, and to this group alone, is this:  there is a secret “Biblical calendar” that’s been hiding in the book of Genesis for 3,500 years.  Where in the book of Genesis?  In all of the genealogies and years listed in chapters 5, 10 and 11.  According to their math, the flood of Noah’s day took place in 4990 BC.  That’s the key date for this group because of what God told Noah: “Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.”  This group believes that God mean for the words “seven days”  to be taken literally for Noah’s day and symbolically for our day.  And since 2Peter 3:8 says, “With the Lord a day is like a thousand years” they figure God was telling us (in code, thru Noah) that the earth had 7,000 years to live.  Here’s what they write, “Spiritually, God was speaking to all of the people of the world and was declaring that sinful mankind would have 7000 years to find refuge in the salvation provided by Jesus Christ.”

Here’s how their math works it out:

    4990 B.C.  (the date when God spoke to Noah)

+  7000 years (the length of time God gave the world)

-         1 year (because there is no year “zero”)
    2011, “the 7000th year from the flood, the length

                  of time given to mankind to find grace”


There is one major problem with their thinking - no one knows the date of the flood.  And using the life spans mentioned in Genesis to figure it out is crazy.  Every Old Testament scholar will tell you that the life spans mentioned in the genealogies of Genesis were not meant to be taken literally – otherwise you’d have to really believe that Adam lived 930 years, that his great, great, great grandson Jared lived 962 years and that Jared’s grandson Methuselah lived 969 years!  Instead, these years were probably meant to mean not the length of individual lives but the length of family dynasties – if they weren’t hyperbole anyway.   

#3 – The specific date of May 21st was chosen by this group for the following very complicated reason:


May 22, 33AD – the exact day of Jesus’ resurrection and the beginning of what this group calls “The Church Age”.  


May 21, 1988 – the exact day that “The Church Age” ended when (in their words) “God finished using the churches and congregations of the world.  The Spirit of God left all churches and Satan entered into the churches to rule.”  This date was also the beginning of “the great tribulation period of 23 years”.  

Here’s how their math works it out:

     May 21, 1988 

+  23 years of tribulation
  May 21, 2011

There are so many problems with this that I can’t believe anyone with intelligence thought this up.  First of all, no one can say with certainty what day Jesus’ resurrection happened on.  (The confusing Jewish calendar alone makes this impossible.)  Second, the 1988 date is based on it being 13,000 years from the year that God created the world, because “13 signifies the end of the world”.  But does anyone really want to say that they know the year when God created the world?  And who said that the number “13 signifies the end of the world”.  That’s news to me. Third, did I miss the 23 year tribulation period?  How can they claim with a straight face that we’re living right now in a time of tribulation?  Fourth, I wish someone had told me that all of the sermons I’ve preached since 1988, all of the people I’ve had a hand in leading to the Lord, all of the Bible studies I’ve taught, all of the hospital calls I’ve made, the weddings I’ve done, everything I’ve done in the name of the Lord for the last 23 years has actually been done for Satan.  How much more insulting could this group be than to say that Satan has been the ruler of every church in the world for the last 23 years?  This group makes me embarrassed that they call themselves “Christians”.  


Let’s see if we can bring some actual Bible back to this question.  Take a deep breath.  Breath is out slowly.  And smile.  It’s going to be okay.


Did you bring your Bible with you today?  Let’s hold it up proudly and say these words together:


I love the Bible!  It gives me answers to those who only give confusion.  It gives me guidance for today and hope for tomorrow.  Amen.

Will you turn with me to Jesus’ words (remember him?) in Matthew 24.  To begin with, let’s read verses 4-16.
4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.    9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.    15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.


Jesus tells us a couple of really important things about the end of the world in these verses:


1st – many people will try to deceive the Church into believing that they know when the end of the world will be.  This group falls in that category.  They are deceivers who will be proven wrong on May 21st.

2nd – Jesus warned us not to let “wars and rumors” of wars alarm us.  Wars have always been around and always will be around.


3rd – Famines and earthquakes have also always been around and always will be around.  None of these are signs that the end is near either.


4th – There will come a time when Christians will be arrested, tortured and beaten for believing in Jesus.  This certainly happened in the early church, and it is still happening today in certain countries.  But we have not yet seen this happening world-wide.  So how could anyone say the world is going to end this year?  We are NOT now in the time of tribulation.

5th – There will come a day when the world will “see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel”.  What on earth is that?  Well the “holy place” is the temple in Jerusalem.  And the “abomination” is a statue of some world leader that he will set up in the temple in Jerusalem, whereby that world leader will declare himself to be God.

In your Bible will you write, “2Thessalonians 2:1-4” in the margin next to verse 15?  And let’s turn there.

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.
 (2Thess. 2:1-4)

These words should give us comfort, in that none of this has happened yet:  the time of “rebellion” hasn’t happened yet, the “man of lawlessness” hasn’t surfaced on the world stage yet, and no one has set a statue of himself up in God’s temple yet.  In fact, there IS no Jerusalem temple anymore in which to set up a statue.  In order for these events to take place, in order for the end to come, FIRST we are going to have to see the temple in Jerusalem rebuilt, which I believe will happen one day.  


The book of Revelation agrees.  In the margin of 2Thessalonians 2 will you write “Revelation 13:14-18”.  Let’s read it:

14 Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 16 He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, 17 so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name.  18 This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666.


Has any of this happened yet?  Is there a temple in Jerusalem yet where some world leader could set up his magically speaking statue?  Do any of us have a number on our right hand, or forehead?  Are either of these things going to happen before May 21st?  I just don’t understand how any group that claims to believe in the Bible can ignore the events that the Bible says will happen before the end of the world.


Let’s end with some more words from Jesus himself, back in Matthew 24, verse 36.

36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

If Jesus himself didn’t not know exactly when the end will be, what makes this group today think they can claim that May 21, 2011 is it?  It amazes me.  


Now, one day Jesus WILL return to earth and Christians WILL be taken up with him in the air, and the devil WILL be defeated and this physical world WILL end.  Christians have always known that world history is going somewhere, going to the new heaven and the new earth.  But Jesus wanted us to know that until that day comes there’s work to be done for the Lord!  Look at verse 42.


42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.


In other words, while our master is away there’s work that he needs us to be doing:  feeding the poor, preaching forgiveness of sins thru the blood of Christ, taking care of the sick, clothing the naked.  There’s work to be done.  There’s no time to be sitting on our duffs, looking at our calendar and waiting around for May 21st to come, to be raptured up to heaven.  There’s work to be done!  We are the church.  We are the body of Jesus in the world today.  And we don’t have time for this nonsense.  There’s too much work to be done.


One final word from Jesus.  Verse 50.


50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.

How could any group who claims to follow Jesus read these words of his and then spend millions of dollars trying to tell the world that they know the day when the master will return?


We don’t have time for this nonsense.  On the morning when I wrote this sermon I found out that a parishioner was in the hospital, someone from the community knocked on my door needing money for gas, a baby was born and our new community garden got its first customer.  Who has time for predictions of the end of the world?  The master has work for us to do!  We (will have) had eleven people join our church today - eleven people who are stepping forward and saying, “We want to be a part of the work of this church.  What can we do?”  We thank God for this new life among us!  And we will find work for you to do!  

For this is how we get ready for the coming of Jesus – not by looking up into the sky, but by looking around for people to love in his name.  

*The “group” in question is ebiblefellowship.com, led by Harold Camping.  A reviewer on Amazon.com writes:  

It is a cult like following that asserts that unless you follow Harold Camping's teachings, you are under the wrath of God. Harold Camping predicts that all his followers will be raptured on May 21, 2011 and everyone else will be shamed and annihilated by October 21, 2011. It should be noted that he also predicted with 99.9% accuracy that 1994 would be the end of the world. This time he is 100% sure.
