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The Boy Jesus in the Temple – What Business Are You In?
Scripture:  Luke 2:39-52  

Date:  January 10, 2010

Read Luke 2:39-52  

Isn’t this a great story?  Did you know that it’s the only story about Jesus’ childhood that made it into the Bible?  Jesus is just 12 years old, of year shy of the age when a Jewish boy was considered to have become a man.  But as a 12 year old Jesus was allowed to go with his parents to the big city, the holiest city on earth, Jerusalem, to celebrate the Passover.  That was the custom of the day.  (Isn’t it ironic that Jesus will be crucified during the Passover, 21 years later?)


During the Passover hundreds of thousands of God’s people just like Mary, Joseph and Jesus traveled on foot to Jerusalem in large groups, called “caravans”.  And when the Passover was over they’d all head back home in their caravans, because travel was safer in groups.  


Most of the women would travel up front.  Most of the men would travel in the rear.  Jesus, being only 12 years old, would have fit into either group – the women in the front or the men in the rear.  I’m sure that Mary thought Jesus was in the back with his dad.  And I’m sure that Joseph thought he was in the front with his mom.  But he was with neither one of them!  They discovered that at the end of the day, when the front met the rear for dinner.


We can imagine the conversation that ensued:


“Where’s Jesus?”


“What do you mean, ‘Where’s Jesus?’ I thought he was with you.”


“No, I thought he was with you.”


Their hearts began to pound.  Any parent can imagine the panic that Mary and Joseph must have felt.  They asked all of their relatives and friends in the caravan if they’d seen their son.  No one had.  Was he kidnapped?  Had he fallen down a ravine?  Did a wild animal attack him?  


All kinds of thoughts race through your mind when you’ve lost your child.  They began walking back, retracing their steps, heading back south down the Jerusalem road.  But Jesus was nowhere to be found.  Eventually, late into the next morning, they arrived back at Jerusalem.


Did they sleep that night?  Are you kidding?  How could they sleep?  Their son is missing!  What kind of parents were they?  All God asked them to do 12 years ago was to keep his Son safe, and they couldn’t even do that!  What kind of parents were they?  All kinds of thoughts race through your mind when you’ve lost your child.


The next day they looked everywhere.  No one had seen him.  The day after that same frightening results.  He was nowhere to be found.  They looked in all of the places that he had played that week with his friends – that dirt mound behind the slaughter house, that hole in the wall near the high priests’ home, even that pool, the pool of Siloam, where invalids hung out.  Nothing.  


By the third day surely they were convinced that Jesus was lost for good.  They tried one more pass through the city.  As they were walking through the huge temple courtyards where the teachers held classes during the Passover, they saw the little body of a boy among all of the large bodies of men.  Could it be him?  Sitting with the elders?  Sitting with the teachers of the law?  A 12 year old boy, interested in learning the law?  FOR THREE DAYS????


But, yes, thank God, yes!  As they got closer, they could see that it was their son, Jesus!  They could hear him asking questions of the teachers – questions that never would have occurred to them.  And they heard him answer the teachers’ questions, surprising the scholars that a boy so young knew so much.  (Is it possible that some of these teachers would be the ones that Jesus would later call “blind guides”, and who would be responsible for having Jesus crucified, 21 years later?)

When the class was over, Mary walked up to her son.  Moms, what would you have said, if you had been searching frantically for your lost son for 3 straight days in, (say), downtown New York City?  What would you have said to him when you found him?  I’ll give you a second to think about that . . .

Mary leaned into him and asked, “Son . . . why have you treated us like this?  Your father and I have been looking all over God’s creation for you!”


We understand that, don’t we?  Yes, we know that Jesus is the Son of God who will die for us all on the cross.  But that’s a long way off.  NOW he’s just a 12 year old boy who was supposed to be with his parents, going home!  We might have said something a even harsher than what Mary did.

Jesus, however, was perplexed, confused, maybe even stunned by her question.  His response shows us that, at least in his mind, he didn’t willfully, or defiantly, disobey his parents.  He was just doing what came naturally to him.  So Jesus was puzzled.


“Why were you searching for me?” he asks Mary.  “Didn’t you know I HAD to be in my Father’s house?”  (The very first words of Jesus ever recorded.)

Now, there is another translation of Jesus’ words in verse 49 that I kind of like better than the one we just read.  Do you know it?  If you were raised on the King James Version of the Bible, you know it.  I kind of like it better than the way that our NIV translates the Greek words that Luke used here.  I’m going to read it for you from the New King James Version.  It has Jesus say these words in v. 49:

“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”
(Luke 2:49, NKJV)

I like that.  I like that a lot.  “I must be about my Father’s business.”

Luke tells us that Mary and Joseph didn’t understand Jesus’ words.  And, to tell you the truth, it’s taken me a long time to understand them too.  Do you understand them?  Jesus was sitting in class, listening to the scholars.  How was that doing his Father’s business?  


Well, first of all, we need to remember that Jesus was unique.  He had two fathers, didn’t he?  When he says that he must be about his Father’s business, he didn’t mean carpentry – maybe that’s what confused Mary and Joseph.  Even at 12 years old, Jesus had the awareness that his real father was God.  And it was God’s business that he had to make his life’s mission, not carpentry.


But how is going to school here in the temple courts doing his Father’s business?  Again, Jesus is unique.  He came from God, yes.  His real Father is God, yes.  But he was also a human just like you and me, “God in the flesh”.  He was, at this point, only a 12 year old boy, with a 12 year old boy’s brain.  He knows that he has a lot to learn, if he’s going to run the “family business” some day.  So, he’s learning at the feet of the scholars.  And the learning took.  The chapter ends with these words:  “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”

Isn’t that last phrase fascinating?  As Jesus grew in wisdom he also grew in favor with God.  In other words, God was happy with what the human brain of Jesus learned.  And by the time he is 30 Jesus, (that unique combination of divinity and humanity), will be ready to teach his teachers.


What did Jesus do when he turned 30 and began his ministry?  How did he spend his time?  What exactly was his “Father’s business”?  


Well, Luke gives us an awesome summary of a day in Jesus’ life, 21 years later, in Luke 4.  Will you all turn there with me?  I want to read to you from Luke 4, beginning in verse 14.  I don’t usually read this much scripture in a sermon, because it’s difficult to keep our attention going for this long.  But Luke draws us a perfect picture here of a day in Jesus’ life of doing his Father’s business.


Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read.

(Skip to verse 31)  Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. 

In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, "Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God!" 

"Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. 

All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area. Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them. When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.  At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." 44And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.


This was the “family business” that Jesus knew, when he was 12 years old, he was destined to do.  It was a ministry of teaching, preaching and healing.

Let me ask you, what business are you in?  I ask that because we’re the body of Christ.  We are Jesus’ hands and arms and tongue in this world.  He speaks through us now, right?  He hugs people through us.  He hands food to the hungry food and clothes to the naked through us.  His business is now our business.  So, let me ask you, what business are you in?

Do you take your teaching ministry seriously?  Parents, our #1 job is to teach our children the basics of the Christian faith.  Grandparents, you may be in the position to do that with your grandchildren.  


Workers, do you know that you may be the only Christian teacher that your co-workers will ever get to hear?  What are you teaching them about Jesus, by your words and by your example?  


Same goes with our friends.  Hopefully we have friends who aren’t Christians yet, but they’re on their way to becoming disciples (the word means “students”) of Jesus because we’re teaching them about him.  Sometimes we even use words to teach.  Most of the time, though, we teach by our actions.  


So . . . what do our children, our grandchildren, our co-workers and our friends, learn about Jesus just by watching us?  For instance, how do we respond when we’re under pressure, under stress?  Do we freak out like an angry animal, or do we handle stress with God’s grace?  They’re watching us.  What kind of things do we say when people frustrate us, annoy us, disappoint us?  Our children and the adults in our lives who aren’t Christians yet are watching to see what kind of words come out of our mouths.  Are we quick to forgive those who have offended us?  Are we working to be a peacemaker in our own relationships?  Or do we hold on to grudges?  Do we avoid the hard work required to make for peace with others?  People are watching us.  

Here’s the thing – whether we want to be, or not, we ARE teaching the people around us what a Christian looks like.  We ARE teachers.  The question is, are we teaching others about Jesus, or about something else?  ARE we doing our Father’s business?  What business are you in?

The 2nd thing that Jesus did in his ministry was preaching.  Preaching is different than teaching.  Teaching relays facts and information.  Preaching applies those facts to a person’s life.  Early on in this sermon I tried to do teaching.  Now, if you couldn’t tell, I’ve switched to the application part of the message, and I’m trying to do preaching.  (In fact, if one of you would like shout, “Preach it, brother,” I’d appreciate it.)

Okay, then, let me ask you:  are you about your Father’s business, like Jesus was?  Are you preaching to the people in your life?  I don’t mean telling them how to live.  No one wants to hear that.  If you try to tell people how to live I guarantee all you’ll hear is this:  “Stop preaching at me!”


But there are other ways to preach, other ways to apply what you’ve been trying to teach to a person’s life.  Pray about it, and seek God’s direction.  He will give you the right words to say.


The third part of the Father’s business for Jesus was healing.  True, Jesus didn’t heal every single human being living on the planet in his day.  But he did heal those who came to him for healing, even when he was tired at the end of the day.  Why?  Because he loved them.  He had compassion for their hurting bodies, their hurting spirits, their hurting minds.


Can you heal too?  No.  None of us can heal.  But God can heal through us, if we let him, if we ask him in faith.  Not just physically, but sometimes physically.  There are three kinds of healing, aren’t there?  Physical healing, spiritual healing and mental healing.


Do you pray for the people in your life?  Do you pray with them, out loud, with your hand on their shoulder, asking God to heal them physically, spiritually, mentally?  Are you about your Father’s business?  What business are you in?

Nancy Rice is a nurse at Braddock Hospital, near Pittsburgh.  She spoke at a conference I attended on the healing ministry.  Will you listen to her words?

[Play all of CD.]


We are the body of Christ in the world today.  We are his hands, his feet, his arms and his lips.  Jesus teaches, preaches and heals others through us now – healing others in body, spirit and mind.  This was his Father’s business.  Now it is ours.

What business are you in?


Let us pray - 

