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“The Word Made Flesh”

Scripture:  John 1:1-14  

Date:  January 17, 2010


Do you see this cracker?  Have you ever asked yourself what holds a cracker together?  A cracker is made of flour and spices, and a little bit of water and some salt.  But for some reason the flour, spices, water and salt all hold together.  Why?  Why doesn’t it just [crumble the cracker] crumble under its own weight?


Have you ever asked yourself what holds everything together in this world:  rocks and trees, Blackberries and blueberries, you and me?  Why isn’t our whole world in a constant state of destruction, like Haiti is this week?  What “force” or “power” gives our world structure and order?  Why does water freeze at 32 degrees, and then steam at 212 degrees, every time?   Why do the stars stay up in the sky and not come crashing down to earth?


The ancient Chinese, Egyptian, American Indian, Greek and Roman philosophers all asked themselves these kinds of questions, as they gazed up at the stars at night, or stared out on the desert sands.  And they all concluded the same thing:  there is a force that gives order to everything in the world; there is some invisible power in the universe that glues everything together.

The Greek philosophers called that force, or that power, “Logos”.  In English “logos” is translated as “the Word”.  The philosophers believed that this Word, this Logos, was the mind of God itself.  It is the invisible force that always makes 1 + 1 = 2, and that holds everything, even crackers, together.  

Because it’s the mind of God, the Word is invisible.  It exists on the spiritual level of existence.  As such, it had no beginning in time.  It has always existed, as God has always existed.  
I’d compare the ancients’ view of Logos to our modern view of gravity.  We can’t prove with our senses that the invisible force we call “gravity” exists.  But we can perceive the effects of this force.  Let go of this Bible, for instance, and what happens?  It falls to the floor every time.  Why?   We don’t know for sure.  Followers of Galileo, Newton and Einstein are still trying to figure it out.  But, even though we can’t touch it, hear it, see it, smell it or taste it, we believe there is a force (an invisible force) that we call “gravity”.

In the same way, people in John’s culture believed in the existence of an invisible force they called “Logos”, or “the Word”.  They believed this force has always existed, that it gives order to our world and that it holds everything together.  The mind of God.  Logos.  The Word.  This is the background for how the gospel of John begins.  Verse 1

Re-read v. 1-2

In fact, not only was the Word with God and God himself.  But it was this Word that created this world for God.  Verse 3.

Read vv. 3-5

That’s sounding a little mysterious.  But it’s all referring to the Logos, the Word.  God simply had the thought “I want to create the world,” then said the word, and poof!  The world came into being by the Word of God.  The first verses of our Bible tell us the same thing.  Genesis 1:1:  “In the beginning . . .  God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.  And God said, ‘Let dry ground appear.’  And it was so.”    Psalm 33:6 tells us the same thing:  “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made.”
John wrote words here that any Greek or Roman unbeliever of his day would have understood and signed off on.  “You’re talkin’ ‘bout the Logos, John.  That’s cool.  You’re one of us.  You see the world like we see the world – that there is an invisible force behind all reality.  Awesome!”


But then, in verse 6, John writes about a person - someone else named John.  We know him as John the Baptist.  

Read vv. 6-9

These are very strange words.  They sound like John (the gospel writer) is saying that John the Baptist came to tell people that the “true light that gives light to every man”, (the Logos, the Word, the mind of God), was going to come into our world.  But how could that be?  According to the Greek and Roman philosophers of John’s day the Word isn’t a physical thing.  It’s the mind of God.  How can Logos come here?  This isn’t making sense.  Earth is physical.  Logos is . . . spiritual.  How can the spiritual be in the physical?  And why would it want to be?  This is crazy talk, John.

But, wait.  It gets worse.  In verse 10 John writes as if this has already happened – and no one knew it!

Read v. 10

What?  How could this be?  I mean, even if the Word could have come “in the world”, as John just said, how could people have missed it?  It would have been the most stupendous event in the history of the universe!!!  How could we have not recognized it – if it were even possible?  Verse 11.

Read vv. 11

Impossible.  And what’s this mean anyway?  How could the Logos, the mind of God, have some people who are “his own”, and others who aren’t?  You can imagine the philosophers reading this and saying, “John, I’m sorry.  But your writing just isn’t making any sense to us.”  

But wait.  It gets even worse!!!  For what John was about to write would blow their minds.  John was about to write that, yes, the Word DID come to earth; and, yes, most people did NOT recognize it; but some did.  And those who did, those who believed in the Word, were given the right that no one else has:  the right of becoming children of God.  Verse 12.

Read vv. 12-13

What would the philosophers say to that?  Maybe something like, “This is starting to sound like some religious pamphlet now.  I thought John was writing about the Word.  Pure spirit.  Pure intellect.  The mind of God - the power that holds the universe together.  But now he’s saying we can become children of God?  What kind of talk is that?  God is spirit.  God doesn’t have any children!”

But wait.  The best part comes next, in verse 14. 

Read v. 14

 “The Word became flesh.”   To many who read this for the first time, what John was writing had to seem ridiculous.  The Word, Logos, the mind of God that holds our world together, became a human being?  What new thing is John trying to push on the world?
To get the full impact of John’s claim, substitute the word “gravity” for the first two words of this verse.  Imagine if John wrote, “Gravity became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
See how ridiculous that feels?  Gravity can’t become a person.  Gravity is a force, a power.  It can’t exist on the human level.  

That’s how people must have reacted when John wrote that the Word, the Logos, became flesh.  Ridiculous!  Preposterous!  Can’t happen.  The mind of God is pure spirit.  It can’t mix with the physical.

But what if it COULD?  What if it was possible?  Think how wondrous it would be!!!  If this really happened it would change every field of study:  philosophy, physics, metaphysics, biology, psychology, not to mention religion, ethics and all of the social sciences.  In fact, if this really happened, if the Word actually took human form, it would change everything.

Well, the lunacy of the first Christian preachers’ message was this – it DID happen!  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  The words “made his dwelling” are the words that Greeks used to describe pitching a tent, or settling down in one place.  John is saying that in Jesus the Logos, the Word, the very mind of God, pitched his tent here on our earth.  And those who recognized him for who he really was saw his “glory”.  The word “glory” means “light”.  They saw his light; the light that was bringing knowledge and hope to the whole world; the unique light of God; the “One and Only” true light.   

As Christians, this is what we mean when we stand and proclaim in the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
   the only Son of God,
   eternally begotten of the Father,
   God from God, Light from Light,
   true God from true God,
   begotten, not made,
   of one Being with the Father.
   through him all things were made.
Do we understand what we’re saying?  To the Greek of John’s day, it’s the equivalent to saying that gravity was born in a stable in Bethlehem; that gravity lived as a carpenter for 30 years; that gravity taught, healed and preached for 3 years; and that gravity was crucified then risen from the dead in the same weekend.

How can we say something like that, and keep a straight face?  How can we say that the mind of God, the invisible force that holds all things together became flesh and dwelled among us, walking our roads, eating our food, dying on our cross?

It’s impossible.  But . . . what if it WAS possible?  Think how amazing it would be!!!  It would mean . . . that man is NOT alone in the universe!  It would mean that God is real, and has come to live among us:  Logos in the flesh.  Then these words we recite would be true:

   For us and for our salvation
      he came down from heaven;
      by the power of the Holy Spirit
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
    and became truly human.
Not only would it mean that God is real and we are not alone.  But it would also mean that God . . . I can barely imagine it . . . it would mean that God, that supposedly impersonal force behind the entire universe, is NOT impersonal.  It would mean that God . . . can you believe this? . . . that God loves  . . . us!  Could these words in the Creed also be true then?

      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
      he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
      in accordance with the Scriptures;
      he ascended into heaven
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
      and his kingdom will have no end.
What if it was all true?  What if the Jesus of whom John wrote was actually . . . the Word, the Logos, of God . . . PUT into a human body.  Well, if it’s true, it would mean that Jesus, the spirit inside of the body of Jesus, was never born.  For back in verse 1 John wrote, “In the beginning was . . . the Word.”  The body that Jesus lived in for 33 years was born, yes, born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger there.  And we celebrated his body’s birth at Christmas!  Yeah!!!  But if John’s words are true then Jesus himself, his essence, his memory, his spirit, was never really born.  The spirit of Jesus has always existed.  

“In the beginning was the Word,” John writes.  And he means Jesus.  The apostle Paul wrote the same thing about Jesus, in Colossians 1:17, when he wrote, “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
Think about that.  Jesus existed before all things.  No matter how far back in time you go, Jesus was already there.  Picture it this way . . .
[Show clip from “Contact”, chapter 1, beginning at 42 seconds and ending at 3:31.                    Please make sure all of the lights are out.]

It’s a hard concept to wrap our brains around.  No matter how far back in time you go, Jesus was already there.  We think of Jesus’ life as beginning at Bethlehem, on Christmas Day.  But John says,  “In the beginning WAS the Word.”  WAS the Word.  Past tense.  Jesus existed already, no matter how far back in time you go.

Not only that.  But if John’s words are true then Jesus is God!  “In the beginning was the Word,” John writes, “and the Word was with God, and the Word . . . WAS God.”
Could Jesus and God be the same being?  Again, not the human Jesus.  Not the human body that got tired, that ate fish dinners and that died on a cross.  That body wasn’t God.  But the spirit of Jesus is God.  Isn’t that why Jesus said, in John 10:30, “I and the Father are one”?
Jesus has always existed?  Jesus was God?  Could it be?  And not only that.  But if John’s words are true then the spirit of Jesus is the one who actually created the world.

Verse 3:  “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
Could Jesus have been the creator of the world?  Is that why we say in the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
   the only Son of God . . .
   through him all things were made.
John is opening up our minds to new thoughts here, new beliefs.  Is it possible that Jesus is the Logos, the Word of God, the mind of God in the flesh?  Is it possible that Jesus always existed?  That Jesus and God are one?  That Jesus created all that exists?

Well, I’m here to tell you today, standing in a long line of preachers beginning with Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and going through Augustine and Martin Luther, John Wesley, Billy Graham, Jack Ammon, Lou Pomrenke, and Brad Neel  . . . that it is ALL true.  God DID come to our world.  The spirit of Jesus.  The Logos.  The Word.  The maker of the universe, came and pitched his tent, and “dwelled” among us.

But John was also right that most people didn’t recognize him.  In fact, right after Jesus said, “I and the Father are one”, (later in John 10:30), do you know what happened next?  John 10:31 -  “The Jews picked up stones to stone him.”  They wanted to kill Jesus for saying that he and God were the same being.  They couldn’t comprehend it.  It didn’t fit into the little box of their minds:  “God is spirit.  We are not.  No human can say that they and God are one.”

But there were some who believed.  There were some who saw the super-natural miracles that Jesus did, who heard the super-human teachings that Jesus gave, and said, “You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:68-69)
To them, to those who could look past his physical body and could see the Word in him, Jesus gave the right to become children of God.  That’s what John said in verse 12 - “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”
Does that describe you yet?  Do you believe that Jesus came from God, came to our world, took your sins upon himself and was raised from the dead on Easter?  Maybe God is bringing a whole bunch of thoughts and beliefs together in your mind today, in a way that he never has before.  Maybe today, you are ready to take the plunge, the leap of faith, and say, “Yes, I believe.”  If that’s true, would you pray with me right now . . .  
[Begin playing softly on keyboard “There Is None Like You”.]
Dear Jesus, we stand in awe of you.  If all that John has written is true then you were not just a man. If all that John has written is true then you are spirit – eternal spirit, the spirit of God inside of the body of a man.  Yet, you left the splendor of heaven and pitched your tent among us.  You lived our lives.  And you gave your life, in agony, on a cross – paying the penalty for our sins.  We believe in you, Jesus.  We believe!  We believe that all of our sins have been paid in full and washed away by your precious blood.  We praise you for what you have done for us.  And we praise you for who you are:  the Word made flesh, the creator of the universe, our Savior and friend.  There is none like you.  None like you . . .

1.  There is none like You 

No one else can touch my heart like You do 

I could search for all eternity long

And find there is none like You
[Play softly in background.]

Think of those words:  “There is none like you.”  A lot of people want to believe that all of the religions of the world are the same.  But there is no one else like Jesus – the Word made flesh.  Only in Jesus do we find perfect spirit and perfect flesh coming together, to lead us back to God.  Jesus is unique.  
8:38am – that’s why we sing . . . 
11:00am – praise band, will you sing with me?
2.  There is none like You 

No one else can touch my heart like You do 

I could search for all eternity long

And find there is none like You
[Play softly in background.]


Men, would you stand with me?  What have you been searching for in this life?  Jesus showed us that God’s purpose for our lives is to simply love – love God and love others.  It’s really that easy, and that simple.  We could search for all eternity long.  But in Jesus all of our searching comes to an end.  

Men, will you sing with me/us?

3.  There is none like You 

No one else can touch my heart like You do 

I could search for all eternity long

And find there is none like You
[Play softly in background.]

Women, will you stand and join us?  Has Jesus touched your heart?  Jesus loved women and children in a culture that only used women and children because he wanted us to know that we are all precious to God.      Others may put us down, use us, take us for granted.  But God never does.  We are all of sacred worth.  We know that because of Jesus.
Will you sing with us?

4.  There is none like You 

No one else can touch my heart like You do 

I could search for all eternity long

And find there is none like You
5.  There is none like You 

No one else can touch my heart like You do 

I could search for all eternity long

And find there is none . . .

there is none . . .

there is none  like You.

